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Record of Decision 
for the 


Owyhee Resource Management Plan 


Introduction 

This Record of Decision (ROD) approves the Bureau of Land Management's (BLM's) plan to 
manage the public lands within the Owyhee Resource Arca during the next 15 to 20 years and 
beyond. The Owyhee Resource Management Plan (RMP) is the same as the Owyhee Proposed 
Resource Management Plan (Alternative E) published in July 1999. 


The Owyhee RMP is a general resource management pian for approximately 1,320,000 acres of 
BLM administered public lands in western Owyhee County, Idaho. The Owyhce RMP establishes 
guidance for managing a broad spectrum of land uses and allocations including livestock grazing 
management, wild horse management, land tenure adjustments, off-highway motorized vehicle 
(OHMYV) designations, wild, scenic and recreational river designations, and areas of critical 
environmental concern (ACECs). The RMP contains resource objectives, land use allocations, 
management actions and direction needed to achieve program and multiple use goals. The Owyhee 
RMP replaces the BLM’s existing land management guidance for the Owyhee Resource Area 
contained in the Owyhee MFP (1981). 


Decision 

The decision is to select Alternative E, the Proposed Owyhee RMP as presented in the Proposed 
Owyhee Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental impact Statement issued July 1999, 
with associated Appendices and Maps, as the approved Owyhee RMP. 


The following are the major components of the approved RMP: 

Manage land uses and activities to ensure properly functioning watershed conditions 

Manage vegetation to achieve healthy rangelands 

Meet State of Idaho water quality standards 

Provide habitat for special status plants and animals and habitat for a high diversity of wildlife. 
Provide habitat for a wild horse herd appropriate management level of 192 wild horses 

Provide for a sustained level of livestock use. Initially allocate 135,116 livestock AUMs. 

Manage livestock grazing activities so goals for rangeland health are achieved 

Use fire as a management tool to improve rangeland health. 

Manage Douglas-fir communities to emphasize forest health. 

Recommend and manage nine river segments (163 miles) as suitable for designation as Wild and 
Scemc Rivers. Sixty (60) miles of eligible river segments were determined to be non-suitable and 
are released from further Wild and Scenic River consideration. 

Designate 13 areas totaling 167,372 acres as Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECS). 
Continue management of 298,630 acres as Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs). 195,980 acres were 
previously recommended to Congress as suitable for Wilderness designation. 

Designate off-highway motorized vehicle (OHMY) use as “Open” on 192 acres, “Limited” on 
1.217.805 acres and “Closed” on 101,994 acres. 

identify 325,000 acres potentially available for disposal, subject to further review 
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Alternatives Considered 

The Owyhee RMP fulfills requirements of Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
(FLPMA) of 1976, which specifies the need for a comprehensive land use plan consistent with mulupie- 
actions (“decisions”) contained in the RMP are based upon approved planniag critica identified im the 
Owyhee RMPYEIS and were developed and analyzed consistent with BLM planning regulations (43 CFR 
1600) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) implementing regulations (40 CFR 1500). RMP 
decimons address issucs and concems identified during scoping and are projected to achneve the objectives 
as stated in the Final EIS. 


The Owyhee Proposed RMP and Final EIS Uuly 1999) described and analyzed five alternatives 
addressing issucs and management concerns. The alternatives addressed varied emphasis on 
commodity uses and valucs, pon-commodity uses and values, and protection of natural values. The 
basic goal for developing alternatives for the RMP was to prepare different combinations of 
resource uses to address issucs and management concerns, and to resolve wentified conflicts. A 
range of resource management intensities and allocations was developed for those resources that 
were issue related. Non-issue related resource uses, which had only minor or no conflicts, had only 
small or no differences among the alternatives. Two working groups participated during the 
planning process by cach developing an alternative; the Owyhee County Commissioners with the 
assistance of the Owyhee County Natural Resources Commutice and the Desert Group, with 
membership representing the environmental and conservation onented community. 


Alternative A was the “Current Management” Alternative and the “No Action” Alternative under 
NEPA regulations. This alternative was based on implementation of the Owyhee Management 
Framework Plan (MFP) approved in 1981. This alternative generally satisfied most commodity 
demands of the public lands while mitigating impacts to sensitive resources on a limited basis 
Alternative B was developed through BLM staff interpretation and analysis of information 
submitted by the Owyhee County Commissioners. This alternative emphasized commodity 
development while protecting most of the sensitive resources. Alternative C was developed by the 
BLM Lower Snake River District interdisciplinary planning team. This alternative emphasized 
improvement in ecological conditions and protection of most of the sensitive resources. Alternative 
D was developed through BLM staff interpretation and analysis of information submitted by the 
Desert Group. This alternative emphasized improvement in ecological conditions and protection of 
sensitive resources with limited opportunities for commodity development. Alternative E was the 
agency preferred alternative and the Proposed Plan im the Final EIS. lt was developed by the BLM 
Lower Snake River District interdisciplinary planning team following review and consideration of 
public comments received on the draft document. This alternative emphasized improvement im 
ecological conditions and protection of most of the sensitive resources 


The environmentally preferable alternative, as required in 40 CFR 1505.2, is Alternative E as 
described im the Final EIS. This is the alternative selected and approved for the Owyhee RMP. This 
alternative ts determined to be environmentally preferable when considering the human (social and 
economic) environment, the natural environment and the agency mission. This alternative ts 
projected to improve and sustain healthy resource conditions while providing for cconomic needs 
and demands for resource commodities and valucs on a sustained basis 
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Mitigation 

specificabons for management acvons and resource guidelines All practical means to avosd of munemure 
em ‘onmental impacts from implementavon of the Plan have been adopted Mitigation 1s subject to change 
as _w techmgues become availabic. 


Implementation 

implementation of the Owyhee RMP will begin upon signing of this Record of Decision (ROD). 
Some RMP decisions require immediate action and will become effective upon signature of this 
ROD. Other decisions do not require wummediate action, but are identified for umplementation during 
the life of the RMP. Some decisions will require action only when an activity is mutiated. 


RMP implememation will occur according to an Implementation Plan to be developed by the 
Owyhee Field Manager. The implementation Plan serves as a link between BLLM’'s planning and 
budgeting processes. Information in the Implementation Plan will help to, ensure that existing 
management and uses are brought into conformance with RMP decisions, establish prnorities, time 
frames and costs for implementing RMP decisions, ensure that future management actions conform 
with the RMP. provide a basis for tracking and documenting progress in RMP implementation, and 
develop budget proposals. 


The Owyhee RMP will be monitored and evaluated on an on-going basis in order to determine the 
effectiveness of the RMP and the need for Plan maintenance, amendment or revision as provided 
for in 43 CFR 1610.4-9, 1610.5-4, 1610.5-5 and 1610.5-6. 


Decisions in the Owyhee RMP incorporate appropriate monitoring of resource conditions. This 
monitoring is subject to change contingent on funding, workforce and prorities, and as new 
methodologies and techniques are developed. 


Public Involvement 

Members of the general public and representatives of Indian tribes, organizations, public interest 
groups, and Federal, State and local agencies participated throughout the planning process for the 
Owyhee RMP. including scoping of issues, review of proposed planning criteria, Wild and Scenic 
Rivers eligibility evaluation, review of the Owyhee Draft RMPYEIS, and review of the Owyhee 
Proposed RMP/Final EIS. These entities were kept informed during RMP development through 
mailings, public meetings, media announcements, Federal Register notices, personal meetings. 
telephone conversations, briefings, and distribution of the Wild and Scemic Rivers eligibility 
evaluation documents, Owyhee Draft RMP/EIS, and Owyhee Proposed RMP/Final EIS. The BLM 
responded to comment letters on the Draft RMP/EIS, considered public comments when developing 
the Preferred Alternative and preparing the Proposed RMP. and considered protests of the Proposed 
RMP when developing the RMP approved by this Record of Decision. Public involvement will 


continue, as appropriate, throughout the life of the Plan during implementation. 
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Purpose and Need 

The Owyhee Resource Management Plan (RMP) was prepared to provide the Burcau of Land 
Management, Lower Snake River District with a comprehensive framework for managing public lands 
admumstered by the Owyhee Resource Arca The purpose of the RMP 1 to ensure public land use 1s 
planned for and managed on the basis of multupic-use and sustamed yield mm accordance with the Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 1976(FLPMA) 





Planning Area 
The Owyhee Resource Arca, located m southwestern Idaho's Owyhee County, encompasses 
1,779,492 acres. This total mcludes the following 


1,320,032 acres admunmstered by BLM, idaho 
136.936 acres admunstered by the State of Idaho 
319.777 acres of private lands 

2.747 acres of water, promarily the Snake River 


The area 1s bounded on the west by Oregon, on the south by Nevada, on the north by the Snake 
River and oo the cast by Castle Creck, Deep Creek, the Owyhee River, and the Duck Vallicy Indian 
Reservation. Most of the public lands are contiguous with only a few scattered of wsolated parcels. See 
Map LAND-| 

The resource area contams the northern extent of the Owyhee Mountain Range and hes wrthen what 1s 
often referred to as the Colurmua Plateau The Columbia Plateau 1s an elevated plateau with mountaims 
which are separated by camyons dramung to the Pacific Ocean via the Snake and Columiua Rivers. This 
broad regrona, landform and vegetative classification ts known as the Intermountain Sagebrush Province 
Sagebrush Steppe bcosy stem 

The Sagebrush Steppe Ecosystem is widespread over much of southern Idaho, eastern Oregon and 
Washington, and portions of northern Nevada, Califorma, and Utah This ccosystem contams a large 
diversity in landform and vegetation types ranging from vast expanses of flat sagebrush covered plateaus 
to rugged mountains blanketed w ith puniper woodk ads and grasslands 

The former Borse District has changed its name to the Lower Snake River District, Owyhee Re- 
source Area staff are withen the Lower Snake River District which 1s located mm the Bowe Field Office m 
Borse, Idaho Within thrs document there are several references to the Bowe District: Where these Bore 
District references appear, they apply to the Lower Snake River District 


Public Participation 

Public participation mn the planning process began with publication of a Federal Register Notice of 
Intent to mrtiate a resource management plan mn October 1989. and distribution of a scoping notice mm 
November 1989 This was the public's opportunity to suggest concerns, needs and management opportu- 
nities for the BLM to consider during the preparation of the RMP 

The scoping notice was sent to nearly | 100 mndewiduals, organizations and agencies inchudeng nearly 
100 livestock permittees The notice identified preliminary ieues and general topics to be addressed on the 
RMP and solicited public Comment on \dditional concerns The notice also announced three public meet. 
ings that were held in Jordan Valley, Uregon, and im Marsing and Bore, Idaho mm December of 1 989 
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The three public moctings were attended by over 100 poaple The BLM also received 164 scoping 
letters frown mdr sduals. organizations and agencics Thes high bevel of micrest and partaspaton generated 
many COMMents CLpresing Cancer with management of the public lands and what meucs should be 
addressed mm the Owyhee RMP Public partcepation ale occurred dunng dev clapment of the Planneng 
(micna and during the Wild and Soemc River study process w tach ms moorporated mmto the planneng cflort 

Two group also particepated during the planning process by developing altcrnatives for the RMP 
The Owyhee ( ounty C ommnwsaners asvemted by the Owyhee County Natural Resources Commutice 
wibmetiod enformation from «hach anc alternative «as devclaped 

The Desert Group. «ith memberstup representing the cm ronmental and comscn ahon oncmicd 
commun:ty . subrmetiod information for the dev clapment of another altcrnatrvc 

Proposed planning criticna were dev claped by the mtcrdrsceplinary tcam and sent to the pubhic for 
revicw and comment om November 1990 A total of sixteen comment Ictiers were recerved m response 
The public comments were comadered and appropnate reviwoms were made The planning critcna were 
approved by the Distnct Manager m bchbruary 199! 

The drafi RMP ETS was released for public review and comment on August 16,1996. The public 
comment pened was extended twice, for a total of 10° months, and closed on July 3, 1997. Over 2.500 
capes of the draft document were printed and distributed to the public During the comment pervad three 
public informatean moctings and four work shap sessions were held to assist the pubblec mn providing com- 
ments The Marten Institute. Umrversty of Idaho was contracted to faciinate the workshops which were 
attended by 200 participants A total of 2.600 comment letters were recerved 

The Proposed RMP and femal ETS was prepared follow mg comudcratran of public comments on the 
draft document and on respomse to mmtcrnal HLM direction The Proposed Owyhee Resource Management 
Plan and tonal fv erommental leypact Statement w as released for a ¥0-day protest penad under prov msoms 
m the planneng regulations found at 43 CTR 1610.5-2 on June 1, 1999. The 0-day protest penod began on 
July 2, 1999 and closed on August 2, 1999. The document was distributed to 2.01% entities 

A total of 52 protest letters were recerved by the Drrecter, BLM i Washengton, DC. Resolution of 
those protests by the Director did not result im amy changes to the proposed plan that was published m the 
Proposed Plan Fenal EIS document The Owyhee Resource Management Plan was approve] by the BLM 
idaho State Derector on December 40. 1999 The approved Owyhee Resource Management Plan ts the 
same as the Proposed Plan that was presented mm the Proposed Plan Final EIS document. The Federal 
Register Notice of Avarlability of the Record of Decrson was published on January 24, 2000 

The Owyhee Resource Management Plan ts republished as a part of thes document to display those 
decisions. management actions and allocations. along with applicable appendices, tables and maps, that are 
to be emphomented over the life of the plan Information that was presented mm the Proposed Plan femal EIS 
document that as enformational or analytical has not been included mn the Owyhee Resource Management 
Plan but will he taken unto comaderation. along with additional mmformation that may beoome av arlable. 
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Planning Criteria 

This step on the planneng process provides for the development of planmeng cricna Planneng crviena 
influence all aspects of the planning process mchuding mventory and data coliectson, formulation of ahhernatrves. 
estematian of effects, and selection of the preferred ahernatrve and RMP = Planmeng criicna can be m the form 
of lemets of Comstramts. or they can be statements of goals or standards to be actueved 
Planmeng ( ricria do the follow mg 
streamline the plan + preparation and put rt emto focus. 
ewtabirsh standards. rules. and measures to be used om the pracess. 
gurde devclapment of the RMP to cnsure that st 1 tarlored to the meues. 
gurde and direct the resolution of neues through the planmeng praceys. 
indicate factors and data that must be comadered mm making decrmom 
The planneng criteria were approved by the Distinct Manager m February 199! 


General Planning Criteria 
The princeples of multuple use and sustarned yield will gusde the land use decisions w rthen the Owy hee 
Resowrce Arca However, all lands may not be open for all mubaple uses. Some uses may be excluded on 
some lands to protect resource vabues erther by law or regulation of by decrwon reached through the planning 
process Site specific locations for range mprovements and other structures will generally not be determened m 
the RMP The RMP was prepared using the most current and best available mmformation Only limrted mven- 
tones for the purpose of gathering additional data were conducted The follow mg general planning critena 
apply to the owyhee RMP 
°F xesteng laws. regulations, and BLM pobicres. 
* Plans. programs and policies of other federal agencies, state and local governments, and Indian tribes, 
* Pubblic mnput, 
* (Quantity and quality of noncommoadity resource values. 
* Future needs and demands for existing of potential resource commoadities and \ alucs. 
° Past and present use of public and adjacent lands. 
* Public benefits of providing goods and services relative to costs. 
° f mv erommental mmpacts. 
* Social and econorme values. 
* Public welfare and safety 


Specific Program Planning Criteria 
In addition to the general critera listed above. the follow mg program-specific critena will apply to 
indi adual program decrsicins 





Air Quality: Under the Clean Aw Act, 81M administered lands were given a Class I an quality 
classification This classification allows maderate detenoration associated with moderate, well-controtied 
industrial and population growth All lands withen the resource area will be managed under ( laws || standards 
unless they are reclassified by the State as provided for mm the Clean A Act 


Water Quality: Section 319 of the Clean Water Act obhgates federal agencies to be consistent with 
State Nonport Source Management Program Plans and relevant water quality standards Section 31} requires 


comphance with State Water Quality Standards BLM will moorporate apphcable best management practices or 
other comsery ation measures for specific programs and activites mmto the RMP W ater quality will be marn- 


tained of mmproved mn accordance with State and | ederal standards 
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Vegetation Management: \ cgctatvon wil! be managed to actneve dewred plant communrtes 
(comadenng the coological este potential ) that prov ade for 

* Boadrversity . protection and restoration of natrve species. and non-comumptrve uses inc hudeng 
plant protection. visual quality and watershed protection 

© The dewred plant communsies well provide forage for lrvestack. wridhifc, and wid harses 

* Forage will be allacated for damesta brvestack grazing on surtable rangeland based on multeple use 
and sustamned yield 

° Plamt mammicnanc.-. « aiershed protection and stability and w ridiife habrtat needs will be provided 
fow 

* Forage will be allacated to support wildlife at papulation bevels based on multeple use and sustamned 
yield atyectrves and through cumsultation with the Idaho Department of f rsh and Game 

* Forage will be allocates to wild horses sufficrent to support the appropnate management level 
(AML) 

© Water quality wrll be given pnornty m all vegetation management decrsans 

* Prescribed fire and other treatment methads will be comudered as management tools to manipulate 


vegetation 


Riparian A: cas, Floodplains and W ctlands: 8 iparnan arcas floodplains and wctlands w 1! be 
managed to protect. rmprove and restore ther natural functroms to benefit water storage. groundwater 
recharge. water quality. and fish and wildlife val cs All management practices will he designed to marntamn 
or mmprove the mmtegrity of these high-pnarnty values The Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health and 
Crundetines for L ivestact Crrazing Management will be used to guide management actions 


Forest and Woodland Management: | xcept where closed by law or regulation. lands comtarn- 
mg forest products such as firewood and (Christmas trees will be av arlatlec for harvest, subject to special 
restrictions to protect other resource vabues 


Noxious VW ced Control: Bi M wil! work with county governments to monrtor the location: and 
spread of noxious weeds BLM will control the occurrence and spread of nowiows weeds on public lands 
where cconormecally feasrble and to the extent funds are ay arlable Noxious weed control wll be conducted 
m accordance with the umtegrated weed management guidelines and design features identified mm the North. 
west Area Noxious Weed Control Program EIS of 1985 


Threatened and Ladangered Species: Menagemen accom authonved. funded or umplemented 
by BLM will be done so as not to jeopardize the commued cxrstence of Federally listed threatened oF 
endangered plam or anemal species of result on the destruction of madification of critical habrtat State 
sensitive especies and epecies proposed for t ederal breteng (candidate eper res) will be grven the same comuder. 
ation as listed epecies 


Wild Horses: | orage will be provided to suppor wild horses at levels established mn accordance 


with the Wild and Free-Roamueng Horses and Burros Act) Adjustments of the appropnate management ley e! 
(AML ) range will be based on monstormng to ensure a thrry eng natural coological balance wethen the herd 


managemenm areas (HMAs) 
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Livesteckh Management: Livestock utelizathon of pubylec Lands will be managed wi Ser the peenceples 
of multple .«¢ and sustamed yield Livestack wll be managed to emprove public land resow ces. enhance 
products i) anc stabilize the lrvestock mmdustry dependen upon the public range over the lang term The 
Idaho Stano urd. tor Rangeland Health and Gusdelines for Livestack Grazing Management will be used to 
provide gusdance 

Forage will be allocated for domestic hhwestack grazing am surtable rangeland hased on multeplc use and 
sustamed yield otyectrves by allotment forage determinations made m the RMP well provide gusdance for 
msuance of grazing decrmoms on mdi vidual allotments mm accordance with apphcable BLM regulanom. Dec. 
ssoms will be made on season of use, class of lrvestack at.d ttackeng levels 





Fire Management: W iidfires will be aggressively suppressed mm all areas cxcept where specifically 
identificd to allow natural fire processes to occur fire suppresssan will be done using the least amount of 
surface disturbance In wilderness stucy arcas and mn ar cas contammeng significant cultural or palcomotlogical 
vabues, surface-disturbing fire suppression cqurpment will only be used to protect human life or property 
Public lands and resources affected by fire will be rehabilitated om accordance with the multuple use abyectrves 
identified for the affected area, subject to avaslable funding The Lower Snake River District Fre Management 
Plan will provide guidance for fire management actry ries 


Land Tenure Adjustments: A!) public lands wl! be retarned mm federal ow nerehep unlews determened 
that disposal of a particular parce! will serve the public emterest Lands may be identified for disposal by sale, 
exchange. or State indemnity selection Lands identified for acqursitian will be based an public benefits, 
management comuderations and public access needs Specific actsoms to rmmplement the land tenure decrsans 
made on the RMP will unchude full public particepaticn 


Rights-of-V ay: Public lands will generally he available for transportation and utility nghts-of way 
excep where specifically prohibited by law or regulation (such as wriderness study arcas) and m arees epectfi- 
cally wdentified as avondance and exchuson areas to protect igh resource values 


Emergy and Mincrals: | cept where specifically withdrawn to protect resource values, pullvlic lands 
wll be av arlable for energy and mencral exploration and dev clapment based upon applicable regulatroms and 
t ederal and State laws Mitigation measures will be dev clamped to protect resource values 


Recreation: The publn lands will he managed to enhance recreation opportunrties and \ rsual 
resources All lands will be identified as herng wrthen ether special recreation management areas (SRM As) oF 
extemerve recreation management areas (TE RMAs) Sore arcas may be subject to special measures to protect 
resources or reduce conflicts among uses BLM may develop and marntarn \ anous recreation facrhties on the 
public lands rm huceng campgrounds pronk arcas and hoat laun hes 


Meterized \ chicte L se. A!! putin lands well be dewgnated as open. lemted or closed to off 
boghway vebnles Publix safety resource protection user access moods and conflict resetutian will be comed- 
ered om making these dec rrcims 


National W iid and Scenic Rivers System: Ai! rivers and streams om the Owyhee Resowroe Area. 
om bucheng those am the Nationwide River lrventary wll he ov ahuated for potential addrtian to the Natramal W rid 
and Soemn Rivers System The ev abuateon will be deme em accordance with the gusdetones published by the 


Secretanes of Imener and Agnowlture on September 7. | 98). and other current applicable guidance 
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Wilderness Recommendations: BLM wilderness recommendations developed during previous 
wildermess evaluation efforts will be carned forward into the RMP_ Any additional BLM wilderness “sur'- 
able” recommendations developed during the RMP will be in accordance with the critena and quality 
standards identified m the BLM Wilderness Study Policy, Policies Criterna and Guidelines for Conducting 
Wilderness Studies on Public Lands 


Cultural, Geological, Paleontological and Cave Resources: Cultural, geological, paleonto- 
logical and cave resources will be managed to maintain or enhance significant screntific, educational and 
recreational values. Cultural sites that meci National Register criterna will be protected and nominated for 


inclusion on the register. 


Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): Arcas of critical environmental concern 
{ACECs) are defined by the Federal Lan | Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) as: “Areas within the 
public lands where special management attention ts required to protect and prevent irreparable damage to 
important historic, cultural, or scenic values, fish and wildlife resources or other natural systems or pro- 
cesses, or to protect life and safety from natural hazards.” ACECs may be designated in areas where both 
criteria of “relevance and “importance as defined in the BLM planning regulations are met. 


Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Management Project 

Development of the Owyhee RMP has overlapped with the development of the Intenor Columbia 
Basin Ecosystem Management Project (ICBEMP). When the record of decision for the ICBEMP is signed, 
65 BLM and Forest Service land use plans will be amended. The Owyhee RMP will be one of those plans. 
The amendment process will entail the incorporation of management direction from ICBEMP into the RMP 
in a hverarchical manner. If there is management direction in the RMP that is inconsistent with ICBEMP, 
the RMP will be revised to ensure consistency. If there is management direction from ICBEMP that is not 
addressed in the RMP. but that is applicable to the Owyhee Resource Area, it will be incorporated in the 
RMP. If there ts management direction in the RMP that is consistent with ICBEMP, but is more detailed, it 
will be retained (this ts expected to be the primary situation with the Owyhee RMP). 

Also associated with the ICBEMP is the ICBEMP Scientific Assessment. The Scientific Assess- 
ment used information from many sources and disciplines on lands within the Basin and has resulted in the 
preparation of numerous documents, databases and models. The Scientific Assessment provides informa- 
tion about broad-scale conditions and trends within the Basin and ts intended to be used by managers to 
develop broad management goals and priorities and to provide context for decisions at finer scales. The 
ICBEMP ts developing processes for “stepping down” the broad-scale information of the Scientific Assess- 
ment which would involve three levels of analysis. These processes include sub-basin review (mid-scale 
analysis), ecosystem analysis at the watershed scale and site or project analysis. Over time, the Scientific 
Assessment information such as concerns with rangeland health, aquatic health, weeds, resource dependent 
economically vulnerable communities, ctc. can be related to successively finer scales within the Owyhee 
Resource Area through the “step-down” process. Because the Owyhee RMP and the Scientific Assessment 
were developed concurrently, the Assessment has not been incorporated directly into the RMP. However, 
as with other plans in the Intenor Columbia Basin, such incorporation will take place over time through the 


step-down process. 
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Relationship of the Owyhee RMP to Other Planning Documents 

BLM has three primary levels of land use planning decisions, the RMP level, the activity level and the 
site specific level. This RMP focuses mostly on broad resource objectives and direction. However, it also 
provides some activity level guidance and includes some site specific decisions. Several exrsting activity level 
plans are referenced in this RMP. They will be updated or modified, as neccessary, to mclude current informa- 
tion and be in conformance with the RMP. These plans include, but are not limited to, the Owyhee Off-Road 
Vehicle Management Plan, the Wild Horse Herd Management Plan, the Lower Snake River District Fire 
Management Plan. the Owyhee Junsper Woodland Harvest Management Pian, the Snake River Birds of Prey 
National Conservation Area Management Plan, the Owyhee River Recreation Management Plan and several 
livestock grazing allotment management plans. Subsequent activity level and site specific level planning pro- 
cesses will include appropriate public participation opportunities and NEPA comphance. 








Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area Legislation 

Public Law 103-64 was passed by Congress and signed into law on August 4, 1993. This law estab- 
lished the 482,457 acre Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area (SRBOPNC A), 57,109 public 
land acres are within the Owyhee Resource Area. Section 3.(a)(2) states “The purposes for which the conser- 
vation area is established, and shall be managed, are to provide for the conservation, protection, and enhance- 
ment of raptor populations and habitats and the natural and environmental resources and values associated 
therewith, and of the scientific, cultural, and educational resources and values of the public lands in the conser- 
vation area.” These purposes have been incorporated into the management objectives for this area. 

The law set forth specific land use management directives for the conservation area. The law specifi- 
cally withdrew the Federal lands within the conservation area from all forms of entry, appropriation, applica- 
tion, selection and disposal except for voluntary land exchanges which would resolve ownership related land use 
continis within the conservation area. The law also withdrew the Federal lands from location under the mining 
laws, the operation of the mineral and geothermal leasing laws, and the mincral material disposal laws, except 
that mineral materials subject to disposal may be made available from existing sites. These mandates are 
reflected in the Owyhee RMP. 


Standards and Guidelines — Department of the Interior Regulations 

The Secretary of Intenor promulgated amendments (final rules) to the following regulations pertaining 
to livestock grazing on public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management: 43 CFR Part 4 - Depari- 
ment Hearings and Appeals Procedures; 43 CFR Part 1780 - Cooperative Relations; and 43 CFR Part 4100 - 
Grazing Admunistration-Exclusive of Alaska. 

The above final rules were published in the Federal Register on February 22, 1995 and became effc2- 
tive on August 21, 1995. 

Sections 4180.1 and 4180.2 of 43 CFR Part 4100 address “Fundamentals of rangeland health” and 
“Standards and guidelines for grazing administration”, respectively. 

The Idaho State Director of the Bureau of Land Management, in consultation with the three resource 
advisory councils in Idaho established under 43 CFR Part 1780, Subpart 1784, developed standards and 
guidelines to be applied to livestock grazing. Those standards and guidelines were approved by the Secretary of 
Interior on August 12, 1997. See Appendix LVST-1. 

The Owyhee Resource Management Plan incorporates the Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health and 
Grdelines for Livestock Grazing Management. 
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Plan Evaluation 

The RMP will be routinely monitored and penodically evaluated to determine if plan objectives 
are being met. or are likely to be met, and whether the obvectives continue to be valid, realistic and 
achievable. Evaluation will also assess whether changed circumstances or new information would sub- 
stantially alter the levels or methods of activities in the plan, or result mm wmpacts that would be substan- 
tially differemt than those that were projected. The reason for the evaluation ts to determine whether there 
is significant Cause for an amendment of revision of the plan. or whether plan maintenance 1s appropniaic. 

This adaptive management approach ts a continuing process of monsonng, researching, evaluating 
and adjusting management with the purpose of improving plan implem.cntation and achneving RMP 
objectives. This approach should optimize the benefits and efficiency of the RMP. ht will allow adjust- 
ments to be made to meet plan objectives, increase success and improve results. The RMP is based on 
current scientific knowledge and to be successful, 1 must have flexibility to adapt and respond to new 
information as the knowledge base changes. New information will be evaluated and a decision will be 
made whether to pursue adjustments or changes. New information that would compel a strategy adjust- 
ment may come from moniorng. research. statutory or regulatory changes, organizational or process 
adjustments or additional sources. This adjustment may result in the refinement of management direction 
or land use allocations as a plan maimtenance action, or 1 may require a plan amendment. Adaptive 
management decisions may vary in scale from site-specific, to watershed level, to the entire resource area. 

Minor changes. refinements or clarifications im the plan may take the form of plan maintenance 
actions. Maintenance actions respond to minor data changes and incorporation of activity plans. Such 
maintenance ts limited to further refining or documenting a previously approved decision incorporated into 
the plan. Plan maintenance will not result in expansion of the scope of resource uses or restrictions, nor 
change the terms, conditions and decisions of the RMP. Maintenance actions are not considered a plan 
amendment and do not require the formal public involvement and interagency coordination process 
undertaken for plan amendments. Plan maintenance will be documented as appropriate. Plan maintenance 
is provided for in the BLM planning regulations in 43 CFR 1610.5-4. 

If the evaluation concludes that land use allocations or management direction need to be modified 
or if plan objectives are not achievable, a plan amendment of revision may be appropriate. A plan 
amendment or revision may also be initiated because of the need to consider monitoring findings, new 
data, new or revised policy, a change im circumstances, or a proposed action that may result in the scope of 
resource uses, or a Change im the terms, conditions and decisions of the RMP. If a plan amendment or 
revision is initiated, the procedures set forth in 43 CFR 1610.5-5 or 1610.5-6 will be followed. 
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Air Resources 


Objective: 
AIRQ 1. Meet of exceed the National Ambient Au Quality Standards and the Prevention of Significant 
Detenoration regulations with all authonzed actions. 


Rationale: The Federal Clean Au Act and State of Idaho regulations roquire federal agencies to meet or 
exceed ai quality standards. 


Monitoring 

Review of prescnibed burn plan, pre-burn and post-burn calculations of acreage and tonnage on site. 
Annual Work Plan (AWP) identification. 

Maintain accurate records of both acreage and tonnage burned to date. 

Penodic review of NEPA documentation. 


Foeld review of comphance with mitigating measures. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

1. _Lamat prescribed burning in juniper’/sagebrush/ grassland areas to a maximum of 15,000 acres per year 
(or the equivalent of 100,009 tons of fuels) and average 7,500 acres of prescribed burns per year over 
the life of the plan. Proyected emissions from individual burns will be calculated to assure compliance 
with National Ambient Air Quality Standards and Prevention of Significant Detenoration regulations. 


te 


Limit unnecessary emissions from existing and new point and nonpoint sources by requiring and imple- 
menting Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Stipulations for reducing or controlling emissions. 


Soil Resources 


Objective: 
SOIL 1 Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory watershed health/condition on all areas. 


Rationale: The BLM must comply with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the Taylor Grazing 
Act, the Public Rangelands Improvement Act, the Clean Water Act, Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health 
and Guidelines for | ivestock Grazing Management, and other federal and state laws and regulations regarding 
watershed health condition and water quality. Improving or maintaiming watershed health/coné )on will 
benefit grazing, wildlife, recreation, fishery and water quality programs. 


Monitoring: 

* Monstoring inciudes rangeland health assessments, collection of utilization, trend, climate. and ecological 
site inventory data by various methods. See Appendix MONT- | for details concerning some of these 
procedures. 

* Area specific monitoring may be conducted using vanous methods (¢.g., 3-F erosion bridge). 
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Management Actions and Allocations: 

1. Implement grazing practices that during and at the end of the grazing scason provide adequate amounts 
of ground cover (determined on an ecological site basis) to support proper infiltratvon, masntain soil 
morsture, stabilize souls, and maintain site productivity. 





i) 


Implement grazing practices that improve or maintain native rangeland species to attain Composition, 
density, aenal cover and vigor appropriate to site potential. 


3. Lima OHMYV use in high crosion hazard watersheds, watersheds that are at-risk or in unsatisfactory 
condition. 


4 Grazing systems and other activities will be designed to minimize soil erosion caused by surface disturb- 
ing activities through proper timing with regard to soil motsture content and range readiness. 


5. Provide a minimum of two growing seasons rest from livestock grazing and other watershed disturbing 
activities following fires. 


6. Implement a juniper abatement plan for appropriate sites on which juniper ts invading. 


Objective: 

SOIL 2: Achieve stabilization of current, and prevent the potential for future, localized accelerated soil 
erosion problems (particularly on streambanks, roads, and trails). Localized accelerated soul erosion is where 
humans, by their actions, are responsible for the site specific erosive process. 


Rationale: The BLM must comply with the Federal Land Policy and Management Act, the Taylor Grazing 
Act, the Public Rangelands Improvement Act, the Clean Water Act, Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health 
and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management, and other federal and state laws and regulations regarding 
watershed health condition and water quality. Improving or maintaining watershed health condstion will 
benefit grazing, wildlife, recreation, fishery and water quality programs. 


Monitoring: 

* Regular inspections of mineral related activities to assure compliance with plan of operation and permit 
stipulations. 

* Monitoring of streambanks as part of mparian habitat assessments. 

* Monitoring of site specific OHMV activities for soil/sediment impacts. 

* — Periodic inspection of other surface disturbing activities to assure compliance with BMPs. 

Management Actions and Allocations: 


|. Improve or maintain streambank and channel stability as appropriate for the site by managing grazing to 
limit annual trampling impacts to 10% or less of the linear bank length. 


2. Authorizations for site specific surface disturbing activities (¢.g., road building, drill pad construction, 
utility lines) will be reviewed to assure that approved Best Management Practices (BMPs) are incorpo- 
rated to reduce soil erosion and sediment yields to a minimum. 


3. Lemut surface disturbing activities on soils sensitive to compaction or that have a high soul erosion 
potential rating, or that are exhibiting existing accelerated crosion problems 
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Objective: 
WATR 1 Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards on all Federally admunistered waters 
within the Owyhee Resource Arca. 


Rationale Federal government agencies are required to comply with all federal, state, umterstate and local 
requirements, administrative authornty, and process and sanctions im respect to the control and shatement of 
water pollution. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) of 1977, as amended, requires 
the restoration and maintenance of the chermical, physical, and biological imtegnty of the natbons waiters. 


Monitoring 
¢ Monstoring includes collection of rangeland health assessment, utilization, trend, climate, and water 


quality data by vanous methods. See Appendix MONT-! for details concerning procedures. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

|. In pastures contaming mpanan areas categorized as unsatisfactory, non-functioning, or functional-at- 
nsk, or stream segments listed as water quality lumsted in the current Idaho Division of Environmental 
Quality 30d) list, umplement grazing practices that make progress towards achieving proper function- 
ing condition and satisfactory mparian condition. These grazing practices will, at a minimum, comply 
with the Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management, 
and BMPs and component practices approved im the Idaho Agncultural Pollution Abatement Plan or 
subsequent plans. See Table RIPN-| and Map RIPN-| for affected areas. Future inventory or mon- 


tormng may indicate additional pastures to which this management action will apply. 
2. __ Improve or mamntain herbaceous vegetation species to attain composition, density, canopy and ground 


cover, and vigor appropriate for the site Adequate residual stubble height in an amount appropnate for 


the site, will be present throughout the grazing treatment and overwinter This pertains to key sedge 
and rush species which are excellent streambank stabilizers 


3. Improve or maimtain woody mpanan vegetation species to attain composition, density, canopy and 
will be established to promote species reflective of the site potential, 


4. Improve or maimtain streambank and channel stability as appropriate for the site by managing grazing 
to lumit annual trampling impacts to 10%» of less of the linear bank length 


§ Implement a juniper abatement plan for appropriate sites on which yuniper ts invading: 


6 Implement management practices addressing non-grazing impacts to mpanan areas where needed and 
appropnate 


7. Provide a minimum of two g-owing seasons rest from livestock grazing following fires. 


Owyhee Resource Management Plan a> i 














Objective: 
WATR 2. Follow current State water nghts processes and procedures to acquire water nghts for beneficial 
uses and support establishment of instream flows winch are im the public mmterest 


Rationale The BLM ts commutted to acquiring State water nghts to guarantee future water availability for 
all publoc land activites and protest all water nght apphcatons by private individuals which may mterfere 
with Burcau water nghts 


Monitoring 
¢ Annual review of new project files and minimum instream flows recommended 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1 Obtarn water nghts for all water development proyects 


2. Recommend, where appropnate, establishment of minimum instream flows for perenmal streams 
managed by the BLM 


Vegetation 


Objective: 
VEGE 1 Improve unsatisfactory and maimtain sa‘ )sfactory vegetation health condition on all areas 


Rationale The Federal Land Policy Management Act 1976 - Section 201(a) mandates that public lands be 
managed im a manner that will protect the quality of the ecological resources. The Public Rangelands 
Improvement Act of 1978 directs that the condition of the public rangelands be mmproved so that tney 
become as productive as feasible for wildi: fe habstat and other rangeland values. The BLM 1s committed to 
maintaining and enhancing vegetation in terms of diversity and abundance of species and diversity of plant 
communities 


Monitoring. 
*  Monstonng includes collection of ecological site inventory, rangeland health assessment, utilization, 
trend, actual use, clrmate, and other data by various methods See Appendix MONT-| for details 


concerning procedures 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

1 Implement grazing practices that during and at the end of the grazing season provide adequate amounts 
of ground cover (determined on an ecological site basis) to support proper infiltration, mamta soul 
morsture, stabilize sorls, and martain site productivity 


2 Implement grazing practices that improve or masmtam native rangeland species to attain composition, 
density, foliar cover and vigor appropnate to site potential 
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3) implement prescnited burning practices m arcas where ot 1s determuned that burning would mmprove 


rangeland health and mcrease native plant tradiverity m western pumeper and ng sagebrush vegetabon 
types Mochamcal and chemical methods may also be used 


4 Provide a manemum of two grow ing scasoms rest from Ivestack grazing and other watershed disturng 
actrv ines following prescribed or wild fire 


S In pastures Comtammng mpar:an arcas Categorized as unsatisfactory. non-funchoning or functonal-at mk. 
implement grazing practices that make progress towards achoeving proper funchoning condson and 
satisfactory mpanan condmon These grazing practices will, at a menemmum, comply wrth the Idaho 
Standards for Rangeland Health and Gundelines for Lrvestack Grazang Management (see 43 CFR 
4180) and BMPs and component grazing practices approved im the Idaho Agncultural Pollution 
Abatement Plan or subsequent plans. See Table RIPN-! and Map RIPN.-|! for affected arcas. Future 


inventory oF montonng may indicate addrhonal pastures to which thers management action will apply 


6 = Apply approved nowous weed control methods (Includes burning, mechanical, manual, ological, 
and chermcal control methods as identified m the Vegetation Management EIS (USDI, BLM, 1991).) 


7 — Implement grazing practices designed to meet Idaho Standards for Rangeland Health and conform to 
the Guidelenes for Livestock Grazing Management (See Appendix LVST-1) 


Riparian-Wetland Areas 


Objective: 
RIPN 1) Maintain of emprove mpanan-wetland areas to attarn proper functsoning and satisfactory cond- 
tons Ripanan-wetland areas include streams. springs, seeps, and wetlands 


Rationale BIM Wiidlife and Fishenes Management Manual Section 6500 directs the BLM to maintain 
the continued effectiveness of habitat rmprovements and to maintain and enhance important resident 
fishernes resources BLM Manual Section 6840 directs BLM to ensure that the crucial habstats of sensitive 
animals will be managed and or conserved to minimize the need for listeng as Threatened or Endangered 
The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) of 1977, as armended, requires the restoration 
and maintenance of the chermcal, physical, and biological integrity of the nations waters Water quality 1s 


directly related to the health of mpanan ecosystems 

Monitoring, 

*  Monitonng includes collection of rangeland health assessment, utilization, trend, climate, and water 
quality data by vanous methods See Appendis MONT-| for detasls concerning procedures 
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Management Actions and Allocations: 

| = In pastures contasmung mpanan arcas Categonzed as unsatrsfactory, non-funchonimng. or functsonal-at- 
msk, emplement grazing practices that progress towards achecving proper funchoning and satrsfactory 
nmpanan condmon. These grazing practices will, at a menemum, comply with the Idaho Standards for 
Rangcland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management, and BMPs and component 
practices approved im the Idaho Agncultural Pollution Abatement Plan or subsequent plans Sec Table 
RIPN-| and Map RIPN.-| for affected areas. Future imvemtory or monormg may indicate addmtonal 


pastures to whech thes management action will apply 


te 


Improve or marmtam herbhaccous vegetation species to atta Composition, density, canopy and ground 
cover, and vigor appropnate for the site Adequate residual stubble height. mm an amount appropratc 
for the site, will be present throughout the grazing treatment and overwinter This pertains to those 
key sedge and rush forage species which are excellent streambank stabilizers 


3. Improve or mamtam woody mpanan vegetation species to aft. composition, density, canopy and 
ground cover, structure, and vigor appropriate for the site Woody npanan vegetation utilization levels 
will be established to promote species reflective of the site potential, 


4. Improve or marntam streambank and channel stability as appropnate for the site by managing grazing 
to lwmet annual trampling impacts to 10% of less of the luncar bank length 


§ Implement a pumper abatement plan for appropriate sites on which yuniper 1s invading. 


6 Implement management practices addressing non-grazing mmpacts to mpanan arcas where needed and 
appropriate 


7. Provide a minimum of two growing seasons rest from livestock grazing following fires 


Forest Management 


Objective: 
FORS 1) Manage Douglas-fir communities (about 46,200 acres) to emphasize forest health, vegetative 
diversity, wildlife and watershed values. 


Rationale: The Federal Land Policy Management Act 1976 - Section 102(a)(8) mandates that public 
lands be managed in a manner that will protect the quality of ecological resources. The BLM ts commiutted 
to maimtaming and enhancing vegetation in terms of diversity and abundance of species and diversity of 
plant communities, Douglas-fir communities are present on less than 3%» of the public lands in the Owyhee 
Resource Area. Ther retention 1s critical to overall ecological balance, particularly om light of harvesting 
activities on imtermingled State and priv ate lands 


\4 a> Owyhee Resource Management Plan 

















© 
© 
© 
© 
® 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
e 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
® 
v 
© 
® 





Montonng 





* Mbanstonng mcludes c.amematoon for tree pests such as the Douglas-fir tussack moth and sste mapec- 
bons to cmsure no ur.suthornzed tree removals accur 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

| Classtfy all Douglas-fir forest lands (36.200 acres) as bewng unavailable for the management of forest 
products Forest stands woll be retarned for bodrverssty Trees will only be cut m response to forest 
health and safety concerms 


Objective: 
FORS 2 Use juniper harvesting to help actheve a desired plant community 


Rationale. The Federal Land Policy Management Act 1976 - Section 201(a) mandates that public lands 
be managed in a manner that will protect the quality of ecological resources. The BLM 1s commutted to 
marmntaming and enhancing vegetation in terms of diversity and abuadance of species and diversity of plant 
communities Junsper harvesting ts one of several methods available to control seral suniper encroachment 
into sagebrush-grassland ecological sites and manage the ecological balance of natural plant communities 


Monitoring 

* Monitoring includes site inspections to msure compliance with the standard woodcutting stypulations 
such as stumpage height. layout permeter, slash dispersal and cutting of unauthonzed vegetation such 
as aspen or mountain mahogany 

*  Monitormng also includes collection of data concerning the mmpacts of the woodcut on the understory 
vegetation See Appendix MONT. | for details concerneng procedures for vegetation monitonng 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

|. Manage harvest of western punsper woodlands im accordance with layout and cutting standards im the 
Owyhee Juniper Woodland Harvest Management Plan (USDI, BLM, October 1987). See Map 
FORS-! 


Wildlife Habitat 


Objective: 
WDLF 1) Masntain or enhance the condition, abundance structural stage and distrbuhon of plant commu- 
nities and special habitat features required to support a high diversity and desired populations of wildlife 


Rationale Section |02 8 of The Federal Land Policy and Management Act states that it is policy of the 
Unsted States that public lands be managed in a manner that will protect the quality of multiple resources 
and will provide food and habvtat for fish and wildlife and dormmestic animals The Public Rangelands 
Improvement Act (PRIA) directs mprovement of rangeland conditons and provides for rangeland wmprove- 
ments including providing habitat for wildlife The Memorandum of Understanding between the BLM and 
IDF &G states that the two agencies will work for the common purpose of mamtaming, improving and 
managing wildlife resources on public lands 
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Montonng 


Mannonng includes collechan of utshzaton. trend. climate. rangeland health assesment. and other data 
to assews Vegetation characteristics as they apply to wildlife spocoies and wridhifc habwtat atyoctrves 
Addmonal monnonng mchudes usc of apprapnate techmgucs such as pelict group counts or breeding 
berd tramsects, lek counts ctc whach are applicable to specific types of wildlife Soe Append 

MONT. | for detarls concermng procedures for vanous methads 

Penadscally mepect monitor authonzed BLM actrv tes including. but not bemted to. range smprovement 
propects, ROW s OHMY use arcas and woodcuts to mesure comphance wrth wridlifc stipulations and 
document obwerved habriat and anema! disturbance 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


te 
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E msure that all activity plams inchude obyectives for marmtameg or enhancing habutat for thore wiidhifc 
species known or bkely to accur wethen the planneng arca 


Lemoet the adverse umpacts of vanous land use activites, management acthoms and land tenure adjust - 

ments to wildlife populations and habrtats through emplementation of management actioms identified m 
objectives PORS 2, WHRS |, LVST 1, FIRE 1-4, LAND 1-4, LOCM 1, PLUM 1, MMAT 1, RECT 
land HAZM | 


Protect and enhance habwtat for a diversity of wildlife through umplementation of management actions 
identified m objectives SOIL | and 2, WATR | and 2. VEGE |, RIPN 1, PORS | and 2, FISH | and 


2, RECT 3, WNES | and 2, HAZM 1 and ACEC | 


Adjust overall grazing management practices to ensure that adequate upland forage and cover remains 

to accommeadate the needs of wildlife Specifically 

° bemt utehzaton of key browse specses, as measured i the fall, to a maxemurm of 4» wethen all deer 
winter habrtat and SC. withen all other habrtats 

* hemet utrhzaten of key upland herbaceous forage species to a maxumurn of SO". at the tome of 
lrvestack removal from a pasture 

More restnctive utshzation standards may be umposed where necessary to accompu hb specific wildlife 

of other resource objectives 


Design and implement vegetation treatments to rmprove habitat where punmper or shrub density rs 
contributing to unsatisfactory habitat conditions All treatments will be designed to protect scarce. 
umaue and highly productive wildlife habitat types. retam large interconnected blacks of more common 
habetat types and accommodate specific wildlife habrtat requirements imc hudeng migration corndors for 
tig game Reseed burm with a vanety of shrubs, forbs and grasses Rest all burns and seedings from 
livestock grazing for a menemum of two grow mg seasons follow mg treatment 


Ensure water avarlatility for wildlife by providing unrestricted access to all lrvestack waters, requiring 
that where necessary, waters are left on following removal of livestack and constructing additional 
water devclopments where water 1s determined to be limiting Ensure that water 1s avaiable at iter. 
vals of no more than three miles apart on big game habriat 
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7 Retasn all puta land wathen crucsal and other tagh quabity wridieic habaats undoes exchanging for land 
of equal or tegher \ abuc and acgurre addmanal! tagh quality habetat through purchase of exchange © mth 
wolleng landowner These mcbude tut are not bemeted to wetland mpanan habetats crucial tug gare 
woemtcr habetat and modlated tracts amd shrublands adjacen! to agncultural arcas thal provide emportant 
cover for upland game |solated tracts will be grazed anty if needed to mamas of emprove wridiiic 
habetat 


& Menemure harners to beg game movement by comstructing new fences and mad:fying cxrsting fences to 
meet or crceed Bore Distnct Femoe Policy standards for the species present 


9 Protect and enhance habrtat for weidirfe at all developed eprings and sclected undeveloped springs. wet 
meadows. reservorns and stream rypa©nan reaches by fencing to cxchude brvestacth Close all exclosures 
to hvestack grazing for the life of thes plan except where ot 1s determined that controlled grazing 1 


necessary to achseve a specific resource otyectrve 


10 Where feasible enhance waterfow | nesting habrtat by ensuring waterfow | benefits are moorporated mio 
reservoers with the potential to cupyport nesting waterfow! FE mhancement may mmc bude fencing. con- 
struction of nesteng rslands and of other structures and planting food and cover species 


11 Develop cooperatrve wildlife habrtat farming development (Sikes Act) agreements dewgned to enhance 
habrtat for upland gare and other w ridhife 


12 Protect raptor nests and manage adjacem vegetation to ensure adequate habrtat for prey species 
Authorize no hurnan caused disturbance wrthen a 0) § mile radrus of amy known golden eagle nest 
between February | and June 1) and other species nests between March |S and June 4) Drstur- 
hance 1s defined as amy actrvity whach could result im frequent fusheng of adults or young. nest ahan- 
domment or sugnificant loss of prey hase 


13 Emsure that all power poles on putyiec land are designed to prevent raptor electracution 

14 Ensure that management to mamtaen oF improve habriat for raptors and thew prey species recerves 
proriy comuderation wither the Snake River Berds of Prey National ( onservation Area as detaried m 
the SRBOPNC A Management Plan See Map NC A-! 


1S Install gates at entrances to caves and abandoned mune shafts where disturbance to hat populates rs 
determined to he a problem 
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Fishery Habitat 


Objective: 
PUSH Do begrove or masta perenmal etream mpenan arcas to atlas satrsfactary condoms to support 
natrve freh 





Rationale Hi VM Wiidiife and F nshenes Management Manual Secton 6 S00 derects BLM to masntan the 
continued cflectrvences of habetat empro. cmments and to mamntam and enhance enportant rewdent fishenes 
resources BLM Manual Section 6840 derects BLM to ensure that the crucial hatutats of semsstrve anemals 
will be managed and Comserved to menemize the need for listeng as threatened or endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) of 1977, as amended. 
requires the rewtoration and masnntcnance of the Chemical. physical, and trological imtegnity of the nathons 
waters 


Moatonng 
*  Mamnonng mctudes collection of rangeland health assessment, utshzation. trend. clumate. water quality 
and fish habetat data by various methods See Appendia MONT-| for Uetarls concermng procedures. 


Management Actions and Allocations 

| Ip pastures comtamng mpanan arcas categonzed as unsatisfactory. non-functioning. or functional -at- 
rsh umplerment grazing practices that make progress tow ards actuey ing proper functommng condition 
and satisfactory mpanan condimon These grazing practices will, at a menemum. comply with the idaho 
Standards for Rangeland Health and (rusdelines for Livestock Crrazing Management. and BMPs and 
Component practices approved im the Idaho Agncultura! Pollution Ahatement Plan or subsequent plans 
See Table RIPN.| and Map RIPN.| for affected areas Future imvemory or monitoring may mdicate 


additonal pastures to whach thr management action will apply 


ts 


Improve or martan herhac cous vegetation species to attarn composstion, demuty, canopy and ground 
cover. and vigor appropriate for the site Adequate residual stubble height in an amount appropnate for 
the site will be present throughout the grazing treatment and overwinter This pertass to those key 
sedge and rush forage species which are excellent streambank stabilizers 


\ Ieprove or mamtarn woody mpanan vegetation species to attaen Composition, density, canapy and 
ground cover. structure. and vigor appropriate for the site Woady mpanan vegetation utilization levels 
will be established to promote species reflective of the site potential 


4° Improve or marmtam strearmhank and channel stability appropnate for the site by managing grazing to 
bent annual trampling empacts to | (or lews of linear hank length 


S implement a yumiper abatement plan for appropnate sites on which punmer is invading 


6 Implement management practices addressing non grazing impacts to mpanan areas where needed #J 
appropwiae 


7 Provide a maenemurn of two growing seasons rest from lrvestack grazing following fires 
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Objective: 
FISH 2: Improve reservou fishenes, when appropriate, in consultation wsth State agencies and adjacent 
landowners. 


Rationale: BLM Wildlife and Fishenes Management Manual Section 6500 directs BLM to mausntain the 
continued effectiveness of habitat improvements and to maintain and enhance important resident fishenes 
resources. BLM Manua! Section 6840 directs BLM to ensure that the crucial habitats of sensitive animals 
will be managed and conserved to minimize the need for listing as threatened or endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) of 1977, as amended, 
requires the restoration and maintenance of the chemical, physical, and bhological integrity of the nations 
water at a level of quality which provides protection for fish and wildlife. 


Monitoring 
* Monstoring includes collection of rangeland health assessment, utilization, trend, climate, water quality 
and fish habitat data by various methods. See Appendix MONT-! for details concerning procedures. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

|. In pastures containing wetland areas categonzed as unsatisfactory, non-functioning, or functional-at- 
nsk, umplement grazing pract.ces that make progress towards achieving proper functioning condition 
and satisfactory mpanan condition. These grazing practices will, at a minimum, comply with the Idaho 
Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management, and BMPs and 
component practices approved in the Idaho Agncultural Pollution Abatement Plan or subsequent plans. 
See Table RIPN-! and Map RIPN-| for affected areas. Future inventory or monitoring may indicate 
additional pastures to which this management action will apply. 

2. __ Improve or maintain herbaceous vegetation species to attain composition, density, canopy and ground 
cover, and vigor appropriate for the site. Adequate residual stubble height in an amount appropmniate for 
the site, will be present throughout the grazing treatment and overwinter. This pertains to those key 
sedge and rush forage species. 

3. Improve or maintain woody mpanian vegetation species to attain composition, density, canopy and 
ground cover, structure, and vigor appropnate for the site. Woody mpanan vegetation utilization levels 
will be established to promote species reflective of the site potential. 


4. Improve or maintain shoreline and soil surface stability appropriate for the site by managing grazing to 
limit annual trampling impacts to | 0% or less of the linear shoreline length. 


5 Implement a juniper abatement plan for appropriate sites on which yuniper ts invading. 


6 Implement management practices ~ddressing non-grazing impacts to mpanan areas where needed and 
appropniatc 


7. Provide a minimum of two growing seasons rest from livestock grazing following fires 
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Special Status Species 


Objective: 

SPSS 1: Manage special status species and habitats to increase or maintain populations at levels where 
thew existence 1s no longer threatened and there ts no need for listing under the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended. See Tables SPSS-! and SPSS-2 


Rationale: Protection and recovery of federally listed threatened and endangered species 1s mandated 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. BLM Manual 6840 also directs that BLM shall 
Carry oul management activities consistent with the principles of multuple-use while conserving proposed, 
candidate, BLM sensitive and State species of special concern and thei habitat. It also directs BLM to 
ensure that any activities authorized, funded or carned out do not contribute to the need to federally list any 


species as threatened or endangered. 


Monitoring 

* Conduct population or habitat monitoring on a regular basis for selected special status species of plants 
and animals 

* Monstor key populations and habitats or population habitat objectives as identified in AMPs or other 
activity plans. 

*  Appropnate monitoring techniques for special status species may be identified mn the wildlife section of 
Appendix MONT- | or additional techniques may be required or utilized. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

1. Prepare, revise, and implement Habitat Management Plans (HMPs) and other resource activity plans 
and cooperate in the development and implementation of Recovery Plans, Conservation Agreements 
and Strategies and species management plans to ensure that objectives for special status plant and 
animal species are incorporated and met. 


2. _ Lemut the adverse impacts of various land use activities, management actions and land tenure adjust- 
ments to special status plant and animal species populations and habitats through implementation of 
management actions identified in objectives FORS 2, WHRS |, LVST 1, FIRE 1-4, LAND 1-4, 
LOCM 1, FLUM 1, MMAT 1, RECT | and HAZM |. To limit adverse impacts, fencing of popula- 
tions and thei habitats will occasionally be required. 


3. Protect and enhance habutat for a diversity of special status specics through implementation of manage- 
ment actions identified in objectives SOIL | and 2, WATR | and 2, VEGE 1, RIPN |, FORS | and 2, 


WDLF |, FISH | and 2, RECT 3, WNES | and 2, HAZM | and ACEC |. 


4 Acquire additional high quality habitat for special status species through purchase or exchange with 
willing landowners 


5S Protect bald cagle winter habitat and populations through umplementation of the Snake River Birds of 
Prey National Conservation Area Management Plan and restricting activities that would result in 
disturbance to wintering cagles or adversely impact roost trees, prey species or other habitat compo- 
nents 
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Enhance bald cagle winter habitat by planting additonal roost trees where natural regencrabon of 
sustabie tree species 1s lacking. 

Construct artficial nesting structures for ferruginous hawks and other special status species in arcas 
where surtable nesting sites are determined to be lumuting. 


Mauntain sustable grassland nesting habstat for long-bi!led curlew. 


identify, protect and enhance key sage grouse habitais and populations. Guidance for enhancement 
and protection 1s addressed in the Memorandum of Agreement in the 1997 Idaho Sage Grouse Man- 
agement Plan (March 1998). Sub-equent guidance may become available through development of 
plans by local .age grouse working groups or similar efforts. 


Protect and enhance key Columbia spotted frog habitats and populations by implementing conservation 
actions identified in the Conservation Strategy for the Columbia Spotted Frog (Rana luteiventris) in 


idaho, pending its completion. 


Limat recreational disturbance to bighorn sheep and other species associated with canyon and wetland 
npanan habstats by not exceeding the interim carrying capacity objectives identified in the Owyhee 
River Recreation Management Plan. 


Protect and enhance California bighorn sheep habitat and populations within the boundanes of Owyhee 


River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC through continued implementation of the ACEC Management 
Plan. 


Reduce the potential for disease tranamussion between domestic sheep and goats to Califorma bighorn 
sheep by strict adherence to the 1998 Revised Guidelines for Domestic Sheep and Goat Management 
in Native Wild Sheep Habitats (BLM 1998) and all subsequent revisions. 


Facilitate the resntroduction, expansion or supplemental transplant of special status species into suitable 
habitats where this 1s determined to be important to the recovery or management of a species or 
population. 


Wild Horse Management 


Objective: 
WHRS 1 Maintain wild and free-roaming horses in the Owyhee Wild Horse Herd Management Areas 
(HMAs) at appropriate management levels (AML) within a thriving natural ecological balance. 


Rationale: The Wild and Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971 (PL 92-195) requires the BLM to 
manage wild free-roaming horses and burros under multiple-use in a manner that 1s designed to achieve a 
thriy .ng natural ecological balance on public lands 
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Monitoring 





Monttonng of the vegetation includes collection of rangeland health assessment, actual use, utilization, 
trend, climate, and ecological site inveraory data by vanous methods. 

Wild horse monstoring also includes collection of data concerning population characteristics. See 
Appendix MONT-1 for details concerning procedures. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


ty 
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Manage wild horses for the appropnate management level (AML) in the Hardtngger, Black Mountain 
and Sands Basin Herd Management Areas (HMAs). See Map WHRS-1 and Table WHRS-! for 
allotment specific details. 

















HMA AMI. | a 
Hardhtrigger VR 66-130 
Hiack Mountam 45 ”- oO 
Sams Hasin av 13. 6&4 

F otal 192 129-254 














Allocate forage for wild horses at the AML. See Table WHRS-2 for HMA specific details. AML may 


be adjusted and the forage allocation will correspond as determined by rangeland monitoring to ensure 
a thriving natural ecological balance. 























sea } Forage ARecation 
Hardtrigger 1.176 
Black Mountain $40 
Sands Basin SKK 
Fotat | 2.304 





Protect wild free-roaming horses from illegal capture, branding, harassment, or death. 


Manage wild free-roaming horses as a component of the public lands in a manner that maintains or 
improves the rangeland ecosystem. 


Retain mactive status on a portion of the Hardtrigger Herd Area. See Table WHRS-1 for details. 


Manage for recreational opportunities and expenences within the HMAs through coordination with 
affected parties and route designation, while protecting wild and free-roaming horses and their habitat. 


Subject to multiple use management objectives, upgrade, modify, or remove rangeland developments 
that adversely impact distribution or free-roaming behavior of wild horses within HMAs. 


Design new rangeland developments to minimize adverse impacts on wild horses. 
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Livestock Grazing Management 


Objective: 

LVST 1: Provide for a sustained level of livestock use compatible with meeting other resource objectives. 
Appendix LVST-| in the Proposed Owyhee Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (July 1999). 


Rationale: The Taylor Grazing Act directs stabilization of the livestock industry dependent upon public 
lands. It also directs that action be taken to stop injury to public grazing lands and provide for orderly use. 
The Federal Land Policy Management Act 1976 - Section 201( 1) mandates that public lands be managed in 
a manner that will protect the quality of the ecological resources. The Public Rangelands Improvement Act 
of 1978 directs that the condition of the public rangelands be improved so that they become as productive as 
feasible for wildlife habitat and other rangeland values. The BLM 1s committed to maintaining and enhanc- 
ing vegetation in terms of diversity and abundance of species and diversity of plant communities. The Idaho 
Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management are to be used as 
management goals and management techniques for the betterment of the environment, protection of cultural 
resources, and sustained productivity of the range. 


Monitoring 

* Monstonng includes collection of ecological site inventory, rangeland health assessment, utilization, 
trend, actual use, climate, and other data by various methods. 

* Monitoring also includes use supervision and compliance checks. See Appendix MONT- | for details 
concerning procedures. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

1. Allocate 135,116 AUMs for livestock, 2,304 AUMs for wild horses, and 2,673 AUMs for wildlife as 
shown in Table LVST-1 and Table WHRS-2. See Appendix LVST-! in the Proposed Owyhee Re- 
source Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement (July 1999) for wildlife AUM 
allocations and other information. The livestock allocation is the current active permitted use for 
livestock in the Owyhee Resource Area. In order to meet resource objectives, the forage allocation 
will be adjusted based upon monitoring and assessment. E valuation of monitoring data will determine 
future stocking levels. Stocking levels necessary to meet objectives are projected to be approximately 
112,649 AUMs in 5 years and approximately 105,899 AUMs in 20 years. The average actual grazing 
use has been 96,676 AUMs from 1988-1997. 


2. Pnorntize allotments from thei current management classifications of intensive management, less 
intensive management, and management in association with private lands to an allotment categonzation 
ment and other criteria. These criteria are used to place the allotments into three categornes, improve 
(1), mastain (M), and custodial (C). Due to the large number of allotments categorized as improve, 
the improve category allotments are further priortized as High, Medium and Low. See Table LVST-! 
and Map LVST-|! 
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Develop and implement grazing sysicms to meet multiple use resource objectives and or the Standards 

for Rangeland Health (sce 43 CFR subpart 4180 and Appendix LVST-1!) as follows: within 5 years on 

all | category high pnonty allotments, within § years on all category medrum pnonty allouments, and 
within 10 years on all other allotments. See Table LVST-! and Map LVST-1. In those allotments not 
mecting multiple use resource management objectives and lacking an approved and implemented grazing 
system by the above listed tume frames. livestock grazing use will be authorized under the following 

¢ Ripanan vegetation found along those stream segments currently listed in Table RIPN-1|, will retain a 
6-inch minimum stubble height on mpanan herbaceous vegetation at the end of the grazing penod. 
The incidence of use on woody vegetation (willow, alder, cic.) will not exceed 25% on those plants 
generally less than 3 feet in height in any given year. See Table RIPN-1 and Map RIPN-1! for 
affected areas. Future inventory or monitoring may identify additional stream segments to which 
these management actions will apply. 

* On upland range sites grazed in excess of S0% utilization as determined by the key forage plant 
utilization class method, livestock grazing will be adjusted to ensure grazing does not cause an 
unacceptable level or pattern of utilization. 

* On salt desert shrub range sites below 3,500’ in elevation, livestock grazing will be adjusted so that 
grazing will not occur during the critical growing season more often than one in three years. When 
these sites are grazed during the critical growing season, utilization will not exceed the light utilization 
class as determined by the key forage plant method. 


Limat upland forage utilization by livestock on key upland herbaceous forage species to $0 percent 
unless a higher or lower level of use ts appropriate to meet standards for healthy rangelands. Examples 
include heavier use levels of crested wheatgrass when grazed other than during the critical growth stage 
or light use (31-40 percent) on Idaho fescue, Thurber's needlegrass, bluebunch wheatgrass or other key 
forage species when grazed during the critical growth stage every or nearly every year. 


In pastures containing npanan areas categonzed as unsatisfactory, nonfunctioning or functional-at-nsk, 
satisfactory mparian condition These grazing practices will, at a minimum, comply with the Idaho 
Standards for Rangeland Health and Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management (see 43 CFR 4180) 
and BMPs and component grazing practices approved in the Idaho Agncultural Pollution Abatement 
Plan or subsequent plans. See Table RIPN-| and Map RIPN-!. Future inventory or monitoring may 
indicate additional pastures to which this management action will apply 


Use a minimal level of rangeland developments (e.g., fences, water facilities) to adjust livestock grazing 
practices to achieve multiple use resource objectives and meet standards for rangeland health. 


Prescribed burning practices will be used in areas where it 1s determined that burning would improve 
Livestock grazing will be adjusted to ensure successful prescribed burns. Areas prescribed to be burned 


may require rest pnor to burning and will require rest after burning for a munimum of two (2) growing 
seasons. Mechanical and chemical methods may also be used but in very limited areas where burning 1s 
not an option duc to limited fuels or safety. 
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8. Exclude livestock grazing from 22,227 acres. Arcas excluded from grazing are shown on Map LVST-2. 


9. Conversion m class of lrvestock from cattle or horses to domestic sheep will be prohibsted mn the following 
locations: all areas south of the road known as the Mud Flat Road south to the border with the State of 
Nevada, within nine miles of the Castle Creek bighorn sheep herd, and within nine miles of the Reynolds 
Creek bighorn sheep herd. See Map WDLF-2 for current approximate locations of the Castle Crock and 


Reynolds Creek herds 


10. Applications froin livestock permuttees for non-use for conservation and protection purposes will be an 
acceptable practice and may be granted by the authorized officer where 1 1s determined that such action 
will asd im meeting the standards for rangeland health 


11. Applications for use in excess of permitted use for temporary nonrencwabie grazing use will be an accept- 
able practice and may be granted by the authorized officer where it 1s determined that such action will aid 
m meeting the standards for rangeland health 


12. Allotrnent boundanes may be adjusted or allotments may be combined to facilitate administratcon and/or 
meet resource objects cs. 


13. Ifthe opportunity presents itself as a result of current active permitted use being esther relinquished or lost 
for any reason then the available carrying capacity may de utilized to resolve grazing issucs anywhere 
within the resource area. Livestock could be transferred esther temporarily or permanently in order to 


Fire Management 


Objective: 

FIRE 1) Suppress wildfires by taking appropnate management response utilizing the range of acceptable 
acreage limuts listed for cach fire management zone (F MZ) within the resource area The current Fire Manage- 
ment Plan (FMP) is reviewed periodically and may be revised in conformance with RMP. See Map FIRE-|. 


FMZ 1.3: (BOP West) less than 200 acres at least 90% of the time (annual grasses) 

FMZ 2.7: (Jordan Valley) less than $00 acres at least 90% of the time (perennial grasses, the west side 
of the Owyhee Resource Area, south to Jordan Valley). 

FMZ 28: (Sali Desert) less than 200 acres at least 90% of the time (perenmal grasses, the foothills 
north to near the Snake River) 

FMZ 3.1: (South Mountain) less than | 000 acres at least 90% of the time ( woodlands, south of 
Trangle - Jordan Valley road). 

FMZ 3.2: (Silver City) less than 500 acres at least 90% of the time (woodlands, north of the Triangle 
- Jordan Valley road). 

FMZ 3.3: (Wilderness Study Areas) less than | 000 acres at least 90% of the time (all WSA's within 
the Owyhee Resource Area). 


FMZ 4.1: (Canyonlands ) less than $00 acres at least 75% of the time 








Rationale The BLM feels that wildfires must have appropnate action taken. using the Fire Mar agement 
Plan (FMP) and the sdentified valuc-at-msk FMP objectives and valuc-at-nsk are predetermned Wildfires 
are evaluated for resource damage. suppression cost plus “net resource value change. and management 
otyectives 


Monionng 
* Fire occurrence reports, annually, with percentage of wildfires for cach FMZ. 


* Fire occurrence reports and individual Fire Report for cach wildfire annually. 
* Annually review fire occurrence report, with the LSRD FMP 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


| = Provide appropnate management response, considering resource values, fire- fighter safety, costs, 
allowing natural fire to burn to meet resource objectives, mm closely monitored opportunities, on all 
natural and hurnan caused fires to meet suppression standards established When prescnptive criena 


are developed fires may be managed to mect resource obyectives: 


Objective: 
FIRE 2. Decrease sot! crosion and sediment yield, restore forage values, and restore upland habstat values 
and npanan values using fire rehabilitation procedures following a wildfire 


Rationale The Emergency F ire Rehabilitation (EFR) program calls to mitigate in the most cost-effective 


and expeditious manner possible, the adverse effects of fire on the vegetation-soil complex, the loss of water 
control and detenoration of water quality, and the detrimental alteration of crucial wildlife habitats. 


Monitoring 

* BLM Technical Reference 4400- |, Planning for Monitorng, Apn! 1984, contains applicable guidance 
for planning moniornng studies associated with emergency rehabilitabon treatments. 

* At least three growing seasons after treatments are needed for monitoring and evaluations See 
Appendix MONT-| for vanous upland vegetation monitoring methods 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. Waterbar and seed all firelines constructed on slopes of 25% or more to prevent erosion. 


2. _— Backfill and reseed all firelines constructed by heavy equipment. 
3 Apply rehabilitation seed mixtures to meet watershed, wiidlife and mpanan objectives 


4 Rest all rehabilitated areas, with the exception of firelines, from livestock grazing for at least two 
growing seasons 


S Use rehabilitation techniques in WSAs that are least damaging to wilderness resources, following the 
guidelines of the Borse Distnct Wilderness Interim Management Plan, updated | 987. and including 
* Use staggered or wregular seedings in WSAs to biend with the landscape 
* Hand or acral native seed species to restore natural vegetation 
* Conduct watershed reclamation work to prevent so! erosion and to avoid wilderness values 
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Objective: 
FIRE 3 Restore natural desturhance regume to umprove rangeland health and the badrversity of natrve plant 
comm¢munssnes, useng the crample for a Prescribed Fire Activity Plan, and the cuampie for a Wildernes: Fire 


Activity Plan 








Rationale Western juniper distribution m the Owyhee Mountains has nearly doubled sance | 860) This 

ei pansion Contenucs into arcas not previously thought to be domsmated by punaper such as into sstes dommnated 
by deep loarmy sorls The increased density of western pusuper has and contsmucs to climate desirable 
undersiory vegetation Also. there are arcas with continual fucts of tug sagebrush and western suniper that 
when ignited under the nght condrpoms, will result im large catastrophic fires resubtang in sagnificant loss of 
wildlife and watershed values Fre needs to he managed within these arcas | ire should be mtroduced at 
tomes where there 1 a better bhelshoad of comtrol and the size of the burn acreage can be limited 


Monitonng 

* Annually review fire occurrences report, with the LSRD FMP BLM Technical Reference 4400-1, 
Planning for Momnonng. Apr! 1984. comtams apphcable guidelines for planning monsonng stuches See 
Appendin MONT. | for vanous upland vegetation monrtonng methads 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

| Use natural and prescribed fire om big sagebrush and western yuniper dominated vegetation communities to 
burn approxsmately 105.000 acres No more that | $000 acres would be prescribed burned im any grven 
year. The target or goal would be 7,500 acres per year 


Objective: 

FIRE 4 Ensure that BLM controlled management actions do not exceed the National Ambent Ai Quality 
Standards by arrshed as established on the Clean Ai Act and administcred by guidelines in the State Implemen- 
tation Plan (SIP), when m place, and the EPA's “Prescribed Burning Background Document and Technical 
Information Document for Prescnbed Burning Best Available Control Measures” or EPA's Smoke Manage- 
ment BMP 


Rationale Smoke management is one clement (both prevention of significant detenoration (PSD) and tota: 
suspended particulates ( TSP)) of several elements im the National Ament A Quality Standards, establi: Sed 
im the Clean Au Act (1967) and amendments to the Act (1972.19 7) 


Monitonng 
* Smoke management montonng will occur under the requirements an’ pradelines for au quality and 
smoke management being developed by the State of Idaho 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


| Manage smoke from prescribed fire through techmques of avoidance, dilution and emission reduction 
with the use of EPA's Smoke Management BMP 
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Objective: 
FIRE § Modify standard suppression techmiques to protect sensitive resource valucs. 








Rationale. ACECs, WSAs and other sensitive areas conta important resource values. Some resource 
values could be damaged or destroyed by fire or {ire suppression techmques, such as destroying an histoncal 
structure mn the Si'ver City area or using a bulldozer to blade over the Oregon Trail. Standard suppression 
techmques need to be modified to protect these sensitive resource valucs. 


Monitonng 
* Annual fire occurrence reports. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

1. Restrict the use of heavy equipment in fireline construction in WSAs, some ACECS, mparian habitat 
areas, the Silver City and DeLamar Histonc Districts and the Oregon Trail National Historic Trail. See 
Table ACEC-1, Map WNES-1, Map CULT-1, and Map ACEC-1. 


2. Use any and all available fire suppression techmiques to protect the Silver City area, cultural ACECs 
and unique wildlife habstat areas. 


Lands 


Objective: 

LAND I Acquire through exchange, purchase, casement or donation and mamntain those lands which have 
high resource values and to improve the management and administration of the public lands Lands with 
high resource values will be retarned in federal ownership which provides for efficient and effective manage- 
ment and administration 


Rationale: Section 102 of FLPMA makes it the policy of the United States that the public lands be 
retained im Federal ownership Sections 205 and 206 of FLPMA provide mechanisms for consolidating land 
ownership patterns through acquisitions and exchanges Consolidated ownership patterns would provide for 
better land management and administration for both public and non-public landowners Retention and 
acquisition of lands in public ownership containing significant resource values would provide for long-term 
protection and management of those values Disposal of isolated, unmanageable tracts would provide more 
efficient use of lands better surted in non-public ownership and concentrate management efforts im signifi- 
cant blocks of public lands. 


Monitoring. 
Established Annual Work Plan (AWP) reporting procedures. 


* Review access needs on a regular and periodic basis 
* Normal BLM accomplishment tracking process 
. eee 
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Management Actions and Allocations: 

|. Acquire through purchase, exchange, casement or donatbon lands that will benefit the management of 
7esource programs inchuding but not lumsted to wild horscs, wildlife, WSA's, ACEC 's, mpanan, cultural, 
recreation, etc. 


Manage newly acquired lands for the highest potential purpose for which they were acquired Manage 
acquired lands with umique or fragile resources to protect those resources Manage acquired lands 
without special valucs or management goals in the sare manner as Comparable or adjacent public 
lands 


tw 


Objective: 

LAND 2 Make available for disposal approxmmately 325,000 acres of public land by sale, exchange, or 
Recreation & Public Purposes Act during the life of the plan Retain in federal ownership those lands not 
identified for disposal 


Rationale: FLPMA 203, 206, 212. Disposal of those lands that are difficult and uneconomic to manage 


or that would serve important public obyectrves including community expansion and cconomac development 
which cannot be achieved prudently or feasibly on land other than public land 


Monitoring 
* Normal BLM accomplishment tracking processes 


Management \ctions and Allocations: 

1 = Consohdate public lands by land tenure adjustment to acquire lands having higher public values and 
disposing of lands having lower public values by the various authorities available See Table LAND-| 
and Map LANTD-2 


Zone |. Retain lands im public ownershup im Zone |. Lands im Zone | have high resource values 
including but not lumrted to, Wilderness Study Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, ACEC 's, Wild Horse 
Herd Management Areas, crucial wildlife habstat or recreational values Land im this zone wil! be 
considered for RAPP actions on a site-by-site specific basis 


Zone 2 Retain lands m public ownershup im Zone 2 except for voluntary exchanges to resolve land use 
conflicts withen thes zone Zone 2 coucides with the Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation 


Arca boundary Public Law 103-64, passed by Congress and signed into law August 4, 1993, estab- 
lished the Snake River Bords of Prey National Conservation Area This law withdrew all federal lands 
within the conservation area from all forms of entry, appropnation, application, selection and disposal 
except for voluntary land exchanges which would resolve ownership related land use conflicts within 
the conservation areca Disposals may be conducted when such action will ether benefit or have no 

adverse effect on raptors, raptor prey or thew habitat See Map NCA-|! 
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Zone 3. Make lands m Zone 3 available for all forms of disposal cxcept FLPMA sale, Desert Land Act 
or Carey Act. Lands m Zone 5 do not moct the sale criteria under FLPMA Soction 203 and 43 CFR 
2710.0-Mayw}) Useng current cxursting laws and regulatons, and procedures, detailed analyses will be 
conducted on a case by case basss before decrsons are made to dispose of Zone 3 lands from public 


ownershup 


Zone 4 Make lands available for disposal mm Zone 4 Lands designated for disposal that moet the sale 
critena under Section 203 of FLPMA, 43 CFR 2710.0- a3), and other management objectives are 
designated as Zone 4. These lands meet the critena for disposal by sale, but may also be draposed of 
by ary other authonty a, aslable to BLM for transfer of ttle out of public ownershap, except the Desert 
Land Act and the Carey Act. See Table LAND-! and Map LAND-2. Using current existing laws and 
regulations, and procedures, detailed analysis will be conducted on a case by case basis before decs- 

ssons are made tc dispose of Zone 4 lands from public ownership Although these lands meet Section 
203 critena, st will be management's decision as to which disposal authority will ultemately be used 


Public lands currently under Desert Land Entry (DLE) application or entry that are relinquished or 
reyected will not be made available for further application for agncultural purposes No public lands 
will be made available for disposal under the Desert Land Act and the Carey Act. 
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Objective: 

LAND 3 Authonze and manage the use of public lands for nghts-of-way, nght-of-way reservations, 

easements, permits, leases. hoenses. agreements. etc . except for those areas identified as exclusion arcas 
Applications for use of the public lands will be evaluated on a case by case basts using current existing 


laws, regulations, and procedures 


Rationale: FLPMA 212, 302, 307, 501, 507, 43 CFR 2800 and 2920. Allowing for use of the public 
lands by providing continurty for use authorizations 


Monitoring 
* Normal BLM accomplishment tracking process 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Authonze future authonzations that are compatible with existing uses except within those areas that are 
identified as excruson areas Authonze use within avoidance areas only when alternatives are not 


available or acceptable and resource impacts can be mitigated 


re 


and Map LAND-3 


1 Prohebet the following actry ties an public lands 
* New public waste draposal sites 
* New or existing private waste dreposal sites 
* Storage or disposal of hazardous waste 
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Manage certam areas as use authorization avoidance or exclusion areas Soe Table ACEC. 1, WNES-1, 














4s Process apphcatons for nghts-of-way. permet: leases. and other realty acboms m a tmety manner on 
a stte-spocifk bases uthuring the NEPA process as well as current custeng laws and regulatbom 


Objective: 
LAND 4 Acquire. where needed. publi and or admenestratrve access to publ land comustent wth 
resource values and to ensure more efficent admunistratian of the publx lands 


Rationale Duc w the generally fragmented nature of publi lands m some parts of the resource area. 
several critical acces: pownts. crosseng private lands lack legal access Logal access needed m these arcas 
to ensure continued effective admunmtratrve and publ use of these lands The need becomes more acute 
as public use of these lands mcreases and as land owner become more aware of the value of public and 
priv ate land for recreation and othe: purposes Land tenure adyustment acthoms (exchanges or fee pur- 
chases) can be a valuable tool for access acquisshoms However, without careful review, lands acthom. 
parncularty exchanges. can result m lost access Other tools can also be utvhized. such as constructing ncw 
roads around lands where access 1 restncted and the cost of acqursshon would c1iceed the cost of comstruc - 
han or where such acquisrtion 1s not feassble 


Monitonng 


* Normal BLM tacking process 
* Review access needs on a regular bass 


Management Actions and Allocations 
| Acquare pubhc of adrremestratrve access where public demand or an admmemistrative need exists Place 


emphasis on providing access to areas Comtamang high resource or recreational values See Map 
LAND-4 for some identified access needs 


es 


f msure that publ access ts secured of acquired through al! land tenure adjustment transactions 


1 Camstruct new roads around priv ate lands where casement acquisition 1s not feasible but significant 
access needs have been ident: fied 


4 Use the nght-of-way regulations to acquire receprocal nghts-of way for admenistrative acvess across 
priv ate lands when appropnate 


S Use the Cooperative Right-of Way Agreement between the BLM and the State of idaho to acquire 
access across state lands as needed 


Objective: 
LAND § Identify and abate unauthorized use of public lands 


Rationale FLPMA 102, 03. 43 CFR 9230 The abatement of unauthorized uses protects resource 
values on the public lands and prevents lows of revenue duc the | nited Mates 
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Moatonng 








° Mannanng well mchude regular surveriiance of lands and resources where a high probatelty of unautho- 
rued use cunts as well as follow up an mformatan concermng possible trespass provided by the staff 
and try the prt 

°  Nermal BLM acoompintuenent process will be utslired to track emplcmentabon of thn decrman 


Management Actions and Allocations 
| Detect. confirm and abate. esther by authonzaton of termmnation. al! unauthonzed use on public land 


Objective: 
LAND6 Woethdrae certam publx land for protecton from degradation and protection of sdentified 
resource vabucs 


Rationale Section 204 of FLPMA gives the Secretary the authority to make, modify, extend or revoke 
withdraw als and mandates review of withdrawals Bureau Manual 2 400 provides gusdance The placement 
of withdraw als on designated parcels of the public lands segregates them from certam uses to prevent 
unnecessary and undue degradation of a resource 


Montonag 
*  Neormal BLM trackmng process 
* = Review wethdrawals on a regular hasrs 


Management Actions and Allocations 

| Te yrotect tugh or sensetrve resource values, withdraw those lands sdentified m Tables LOCM- |. and 
LAND? from draposal location. or entry (specific resource values noted m the tables) 
New withdrawal proposals will be addressed on a case by « ase bast m accordance with FLPMA 
Secon 204) Current exrsteng laws and regulatioms and with full public partcmpation 


Objective: 
LAND? Provide management prescriptions cm those lands that have heen returned to Bl M management 
through nh vacation of « rthdraw als 


Rationale FLPMA 204 Bureau Manual 2155 and the Annual Work Plan (AWP) process provides 
gurdane | ands currently under the purreda tron of other agencies or lands currently «ethdrawn for a 
apecifx use need a management prescmpmon shen that existing « ethdrawal ns revoked 


Moatorning 
+ Neral FM tacking proces 


Management Action and \llecations 

| Manage lands that have heen returned to Hl M management through revocation of withdraw als om the 
sare manner as adjacent lands |! returned lands have a cogm ficant resource recreation wiidhfe or 
cultural vabue manage those lands for Comtenued protection and enhancement of the value went: fied 
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Lecatable Minerals 


Objective: 
LOCM 1. Provide opportunmes for exploranon and development of locatable mineral resources un public 
lands under the Mining Laws 


Rationale: The 1872 Mining Law (30 USC 22 et. seq), along with the Mining and Mincral Policy Act of 
1970, declares that it 1s the continuing policy of the Federal Government to foster and encourage private 
enterprise in the development of domestic mineral resources. The FLPMA, Section 102, restcrates that the 
Mining and Mincrals Policy Act of 1970 1s to be umplemented and directs that the public lands are to be 
managed in a manner which recognizes the Nation's need for domestic sources of minerals and other re- 
sources. The National Matenals and Mincrals Policy, Research, and Development Act of | 980 restates the 
need to implement the 1970 act and requires the Secretary of the |: .enor to umprove the quality of minerals 
data in federal land use decision making. 


Monitoring 
Regular surveillance to detect and confirm unauthonzed mining activity 


Monstor active mining operations. 
Make penodic imspections consistent with BLM policies 
Continue the review of all pertinent literature. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. Manage arcas classified as having a high potential for locatable minerals pnmanily for mineral develop- 
ment while preventing unnecessary and undue degradation. 


2. Allow mineral exploration and development on areas classified as having » moderate to low potential for 
locatable minerals subject to reasonable measures to prevent unnecessary and undue degradation 


3. Recommend withdrawal from mineral entry certain recreation areas, certain ACEC s, and lands that 
become designated as Wild, Scenic or Recreational Rivers or Wilderness areas. See Table LOCM-1. 


Fluid Minerals 


Objective: 
FLUM 1 Provide opportunities for exploration and development of oil and gas and geothermai resources on 
public lands by umposing the least restrictive leasing categornes necessary to protect other resources 


Rationale: The Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 as amended, the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 as amended, 
and the Mining and Mineral Policy Act of 1970 declares that it 1s the continuing policy of the federal govern- 
ment to foster and encourage private ente: prise in the development of dc mestic mineral resources. FLPMA, 
Section 102 reiterates that the Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 1s to be umplemented and directs that 
the public lands are to be managed in a manner which recognizes the Nation's nved for domestic sources of 
minerals and other resources. 
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Monittonng 





* incorporate stipulatons on leases as appropriate. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. Provide maximum opportunity for leasing, exploration and development of oil & gas and geothermal 
resources consistent with the protection of other resource values. 


2. Close certain areas to fluid mineral leasing to protect identified resource values. See Table FLUM-1. 


3. Lease with no surface occupancy, seasonal occupancy and other surface occupancy stipulations certain 
areas to protect identified resource values. See Table FLUM-1. 


Mineral Materials 


Objective: 
MMAT 1 Provide opportunities for use of common vanety minerals obtained from the public lands 


Rationale: The Materials Act of July 31, 1947 as amended (30 USC 601) and the Mining and Mineral 
Policy Act of 1970 declares that it 1s the contenuing policy of the federal government to foster and encourage 
private enterprise in the development of domestic mineral resources. The FLPMA, Section 102 reiterates 
that the Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 is to be implemented and directs that the public lands are to 
be managed im a manner which recognizes the Nation's need for domestic sources of minerals and other 
resources 


Monitoring 
*  Geologst and other resource specialists to note unauthorized use, make penodic inspections for 
authonzed use and maintain records im accordance with BLM manuals. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1 Provide for mineral material needs through negotiated sales, free use permits and community pits. 


2. Detect, confirm, and abate unauthorized use on the public lands. Effect reclamation of lands damaged 
by unauthorized use 


3. (Close certain areas to mineral material disposal. See Table MMAT-1. 


4 Manage existing maternal sites for long-term use by government agencies and the general public 
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Recreation 


Objective: 
RECT 1 Provide for off-highway motor vehicle (OHMV) use on public lands while protecting sensitive 
resource values. 


Rationale Federal regulations require the BLM to designate al! public lands as esther open, limited, or closed 
to off-highway (or off-road) motor vehicle use for the purpose of meeting public demand for OHMV activities, 
to protect natural resources and the safety of the public, and to minimize conflicts among vanous user groups. 
Federal regulations pertaining to OHMV planning include 43 CFR 8342; Executive Order 11644, Use of Off- 
Road Vehicles on Public Lands (37 FR 2877: February 9, 1977), Executive Order 11989, Off-Road Vehicles 
on Public Lands (42 FR 26959h; May 25, 1977). 


Monitoring 


c patrols to check designation boundanes., signing, and recreational use. 

In the Owyhee Front SRMA, patrols will be weekly. In the rest of the ORA, patrols will be monthly. 
Establishment of baseline data and photo points to determine impacts of recreation use on soil, water 
quality. and vegetation resources. 

Rehabilitation of specific sites as necessary. 

Monitoring of administrative activities to ensure comphance with OHMV designations and related motor- 
ized access authority exclusion decisions. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


te 


Manage OHMV recreational use and mechanized vehicle recreational use on public lands in accordance 
with the following designations: See Maps RECT-1, RECT-2, and RECT-4. 


Open: Off-highway motonzed vehicle use ts allowed on all public lands without special restrictions, 
except as otherwise posted: 192 acres. 


Lamited: Off-highway motorized vehicle use 1s limited to existing roads and trails year-round, except as 
otherwise posted $19,442 acres. Off-highway motonzed vehicle use 1s limited to designated roads and 
trails, except as otherwise posted: 698,363 acres. Within the limited use area, competitive use may be 
permitted on designated routes on 224,265 acres. On 13,959 of these acres competitive use may be 


permitted on designated routs only from July | through November | 4. 
Closed: All lands are closed to off-highway motorized vehicle use year-round: 101,994 acres. 


Manage Over Snow Vehicle (OSV ) recreational use on public lands in accordance with the following 
designations: See Map RECT-3. 


Open: Over snow vehicle use 1s allowed on all public lands without special restrictions, except as other- 
wise posted: 864,729 acres. 


Limated: Over snow vehicle use is limited to designated areas, except as otherwise posted: 24,211 acres 
Over snow vehicle use is restricted from | 2/15 through 3/31, except as otherwise posted: 90,749 acres 
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Closed: All lands are closed to over snow vehicle use: 259.036 acres. 


Closed-IMP> All lands are closed to over snow vehicle use, if released from wilderness conssderaton, 
lands are then managed as limsted to designated arcas & | 266 acres 


Objective: 

RECT 2 Provide special management attention to areas of public land with identified special recreatvonal, 
scenic, and cultural values where current and proyected recreational demand warrants intensive manage- 
ment 


Rationale: The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA; PL. 94-579) provides for recreation 
use of public lands as an integral part of multyple-use management Dispersed, unstructured activities typify 
the recreational uses occurring on most public lands. Federal regulations (43 CFR 8300) authorize the BLM 
to designate administrative units known as special recreation management arcas (SRMAs) where there 1s a 
need to commut to a higher level of financial investment in recreational facilites and a higher level of mana- 
genal presence than 1s typical of most BLM lands A SRMA designation signifies a long-term commitment 
to manage the physical, social, and managerial settings of an arca to sustain specific activities and expenence 
designations (such as National Wild, Scenic or Recreational rivers), semilar or mterdependent recreation 


values, homogenous or interrelated recreation uses, land tenure and use patterns. transportation systems, 
administrative efficiency, intensity of use, high resource values, and public concern 


Monitoring: 
* Specific monitoring needs are to be determined during the preparation of SRMA activity plans. These 
needs will generally mclude 
a Perodic patrols (several times yearly) to check boundarnes, signing, and recreational use 
b Establishment of baseline data and photo points to determine current impacts from recreational use 
¢ Rehabilitation of specific sites as necessary, including the upgrading and development of recreation 
tacthies 
d Development of “Limits of Acceptable Change studies, where surtable, to help determine appro- 
priate levels and patterns of recreational use. and the influences of other resource uses 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Manage all SRMAs for identified recreational opportunities and expenences See Table REC T-1 and 
Map RECT-5 

Blackstock 6,149 acres, serm-primitive motonzed and roaded natural 

Jump Creek 8.667 acres, roaded natural and sem -primutive non-motonzed 

North Fork Canyon 475 acres primitive and roaded natural 

Owyhee Canyonlands 46.439 acres primitive. sem primitive non-motonzed, and semi-primative 

motorized (additional $627 acres m the Bruneau Resource Area) Manage im accordance with 

Owyhee River Recreation Area Management Plan (USDI-BLM, April 1983). of as amended 

* Silver City: 2,166 acres: roaded natural and urban 

* Deep Creek 6,451 acres (includes $67 acre addyuon) primitive, sem-primutive non-motonzed and 
roaded natural (additional §.627 acres wn the Bruneau Resource Area) 


a | Owyhee Resource Management Plan 











* Snake River Birds of Prey: 53,177 acres (includes 45,587 acre addition): semi-primitive motorized 
and roaded natural 

* Owyhee Front: 261 487 acres (includes 79.896 acre addition): semi-primitive motorized and roaded 
natural. 


2. Desagnate 887,178 acres as an extensive recreation management arca (ERMA) and manage primarily 


Objective: 
RECT 3. Determine the sustability of all clhgible rivers and streams for inclusion mm the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. 


Rationale: The National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (P.L. 90-542), Section 5(d), requires the Secretary 
of the Internor to identify “nver” segments which are eligible to receive consideration as potential wild, 
scemic, and recreational nver areas. Section S/d) further directs the Secretary to determine which eligible 
nver segments should be evaluated in the BLM planning process“. as alte. natives to the developments 
berg planned ~~ This evaluation 1s referred to as the suitability determimation. The procedures by which the 
BLM determines eligibility and sustability are described in 43 CFR 8351 (Designated National Areas) and the 
USDI-USDA F inal Revised Guidelines for Eligibility, Classification, and Management of River Areas (47 FR 
39454) 


Monitoring 

* — Pervodic (several trmes per year) patrols to check boundanes and affected river corndor lands, signing, 
recreation and other use 

* Establishment of baseline data and photo plots to determine current mmpacts from recreation and other 
use 

* Rehabilitation of specific sites as necessary, including the construction of small recreation sites at 
launch sites and take-outs, and the construction of portage trails around unrunnable or dangerous 
rapeds 

* Undertake “Limits of Acceptable Change” studies on affected nver corndors to determine the appro- 
priate level and pattern of recreation use, and the influences of other resource uses. 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1 Recommend to the Secretary of the Interior that 163.0 miles of eligible rivers and streams are suitable 
for National Wild, Scemic, or Recreational River Designation. See Map WSR.-! 
* South Fork Owyhee River: Wild: 26.5 miles 
* South Fork Owyhee River: Recreational: 1.5 miles 
* East Fork Owyhee River: Wild: 66.0 miles 
* Deep Creek: Wild: 32.0 miles. 
* Nickel Creek: Wild: 8.0 miles 
* Current Creek: Wild: 7.5 miles 
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* Current Creck: Scenic: 1.5 miles. 

* Lower North Fork Owyhee River: Wild: 3.5 miles. 
* Lower North Fork Owyhee River: Scemic: 0.5 miles. 
* Upper North Fork Owyhee River: Wild: 16.0 miles. 


te 


Provide for imtermm protection of wild, scenic, and recreational nver values of these nver segmens while 
awaiting a determination by Congress. See Appendix RECT-2 for management standards for the three 
nver class. ficabons 


Objective: 

RECT 4: Provide for hgh quality recreational opportunities and expenences at developed and undeveloped 
recreation sites by mamtamuing cxisting amenities (roaded natural, urban and semi-primitive motornzed settings) 
and by providing new recreation sites for the public's enjoyment, with emphasis on roaded natural and semi- 
primitive motonzed settings 


Rationale The BLM 1s committed to maitamuing recreation facilities to a standard that protects the re- 
source, the public and the public investment, and fosters pnde of public ownership, and to developing appro- 
pnate recreation facilites, balancing public demand, protection of public land resources, and fiscal responsibil- 
tty BLM planning guidance requires the BLM to coordinate with other federal and state plans such as the 
idaho Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) from the Idaho Department of Parks and 
Recreation and the River Basin Plans of the Idaho Department of Water Resources, and include applicable 
data and findings in BLM planning documents. Data taken from the Idaho SCORP indicates that overall 
recreation use in the ORA in 2015 will be 70% above 1995 use levels, placing increased demand on existing 
recreation facilines and warranting consideration of new sites and facilities. 


Monitoring. 

* — Penwodic (bi-weekly, weekly or monthly) patrols by maintenance staff to check facilities and recreational 
use 

* — Penodic patrols by BLM Ranger(s) to assure visitor compliance with regulations concerning the appropn- 
ate use of public lands 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Masntain, upgrade, reconstruct, and/or modify recreational facilities at nine (9) recreation sites (See Map 
RECT-S) 
* Hemingway Butte OHV Trailhead. 
* Rabbit Creek OHV Trailhead. 
* Fossil Creek OHV Traithead. 
* North Fork Campground. 
Jump Creek Recreation Site. 
Lathe Squaw Creek Recreation Site. 
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Construct addyponal recreation sites as publec use bevels increase: 

* Snake River Birds of Prey NCA - in conformance with approved NC A planning documents. 
* Owyhee Front equestnan traitheads - two sites. 

* Owyhee Uplands Natonal Back Country Byway campgrounds - two sites. 

. North Fork Owyhee Backcountry trailheads - two sites. 


3. Maintain undeveloped recreation sites throughout the Owyhee Resource Area to protect public health 
and safety 


Objective 

RECT §: Develop a trail system that provides a range of motonzed and non-motonzed recreation opportu- 
nities for the public 's enjoyment of primitive, semi-primutive non-motonzed, semi-pnmutive motonzed, and 
roaded natural settings 


Rationale: The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA; PL. 94-579) provides for the 
recreational use of public lands as an integral part of multiple-use management. In accordance with this lav . 
the BLM ts committed to providing and maintamuing a wide diversity of recreation opportunities on public 
lands, inching opportunities to utilize developed trail systems. Idaho's SCORP identifies the role of federal 
agencies to develop dispersed facilities such as trails to mect existing and proyected demand. There 1s 
mecreasing demand by user groups and local government entities to expand the trail system to accommodate 
a variety of trail opportunities. 


Monitoring. 

* — Penodic patrols by maintenance staff to check trail facilities and recreational use. Patrols will be 
weekly, monthly or several times a year depending on trail location. 

*  Penodic patrols by BLM Rangeris):. visitor compliance with regulations concerning the 
appropriate use of public lands. 

* — Periodic (monthly) patrols of the road corndor to check signing and vehicle use, as well as roadway 
safety 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. As public use levels increase, provide for the establishment or expansion of foot or equestrian trails, 
gare eww -9-celpe algae taeee 
* North Fork Canyon SRMA - foot travel only. 
* North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA - foot/equestrian travel. See Map RECT-6. 
* Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA - foot travel only, portage trails around Owyhee Falls and Thread the 
Needle Rapid on the East Fork Owyhee River. 
* Snake River Birds of Prey NCA - foot/equestrian trail around Guffey Butte. See Map RECT-7 
* Jump Creek SRMA - foot trail into upper Jump Creek Canyon. 
* Other areas as may be appropriate 
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Provide for the evalusbon, expansion, or madificabon of cxsting motonzed and non-motorized trail 
systems to further pubb< opportunities to safely enjoy recreational settings, consistent wath other 
management objectives. in the following arcas 

* Owyhee Frou SRMA 


* Other arcas as may oc appropriate 
3. = Develop a mountam brke trai! program utilizing cxrssting dirt roads and trails. 
4 Masta the Owyhee Uplands Natonal Back Country Byway 's cxistung roaded natural opportunites. 


Enhance recreational opportunities associated with the corndor 's roaded natural setting with mterpre- 
tive matenals and signs 
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5 Modify existing motonzed vehicle opportunities consistent with OHMYV designations and subject to 
congressional wilderness designations: 


6 Manage the Oregon National Histonc Trail im accordance with the Oregon Trasl Comprehensive 
Management and Use Plan (USDI-NPS, 1981) and Oregon Trail Management Plan (USDI- 
BLM,1984), or as may be amended 


Objective: 
RECT 6 Pursue increased public access opportunities in motonzed and nonmotonzed settings through the 
acquisition of fee titles or recreational casements ( willing landowners only ) 


Rationale: BLM 1s committed to enhancing recreational opportunities through land ownership adyust- 
ments, increased and improved access, and other acquisitions 


Monitoring. 

* Monstonng of recreational use on affected non-federal properties 

* Monrtonng for casement compliance 

* — Pernodic (bi-weekly) patrols by maintenance staff to check road conditions and recreational use. 

* — Penodic patrols by BLM Ranger(s) to assure visitor comphance with regulatious concerning the 
appropriate use of public lands 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. Pursue recreational casements that allow for public access 


2. Pursue the purchase (fee title) of properties which would enhance recreation opportunities. 


3. Upgrade access roads from dirt to gravel into the North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA trailhead 
locations 
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Objective: 








RECT 7. Retain at least 10% of the ORA m a primitive recreational opportunity spectrum (ROS) sctting 


Rationale: The Foderal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA, PL. 94-579), Section 102 (8), 

declares as policy that~ the public lands be managed m a manner that will protect the quality of the scena 
resources that. where appropnate. will preserve and protect certam public lands in ther natural condition ~ 
Al present. any | 3%. of the ORA retams a prmstive setting ( Resource Opportunity Spectrum classification) 


Monitoring: 
°*  Penadsc updateng of recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS) mventory 
¢  Apphcanon of ROS comsderaton through NEPA review 


Management Actions and Allocations: 

| Prohubst the construction of new rangeland (livestock, watershed, and wildlife) facilites within the 
primutive settengs of the SRMA lands associated with the Owyhee River system, except for a maximum 
of one lynear mile of gap fences if needed to exclude Irve.tock from nver corndors See Appendix 
RECT-3 and Map RECT-5 and RECT-&. The affected SRMAs are 
* North Fork Canyon SRMA 
* North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA 
* Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA 
* Deep Creek SRMA 


Wilderness 


Objective: 
WNES 1 Manage wilderness study areas so as not to mmpau ther surtability for potential designation as 
wilderness 


Rationale Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) requires that all public 
lands be inventoned for the presence of wilderness characteristics Those found to have wilderness charac- 
teristics are identified as wilderness study areas (WSAs) and are to be managed for the protection of wilder - 
ness values until such tome that ( ongress can act on wilderness surtability recommendations prepared for 
cach WSA_ The Idaho BLM Wilderness Study Report was approved by the Secretary of the Internor im 
1992 for submission to the President and Congress The wilderness study areas in the Owyhee Resource 
Area are shown on the next page 



































































| WSA Nember WSA Name | Acreage 

it). 16-40 North Fork Owyhee Riwer — 
it}. 16-41 Hog Willow Spreng 6.210 
>. i%-42) Squaw ( arect ( anyon 10.780 
>t liciope Lipper Doep C reek sw 
it}. 16-45 Mocddile Fork Ohwyhee Riwer 14.420 
it}. 16-47 Weet Fork Red Canyon 12.970 
eed Lookout Butte +4400 
sy es (hwyheoe River Canyor 35.420 
it). 6-4 I etthe (lw yhee River 24.790 
11}. 16-49A tiwyhee River-Deep C reek $2 0090 
11). 16-491) V atahoney (€ reek 4.745 
it} 1-52 Jumper ( reek S.aSS5 
eD-UO-5S South Fork Chwyhee Riwer 44.955 
(NV 41T-1T03A) 
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See Map WNES-! and Table WNES-! for additonal information 


Monitoring 
* Implement genenc monitoring standards as specified in the Bore District IMP Plan and the Owyhee 
IMP Implementation Plan 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Emsure that WSA lands and Section 202 study lands remarm substantially natural im character, retain 


outstanding opportunities for solrtude and or primitive recreation expenences, and support supple- 
mental wilderness values 


re 


Manage WSA lands mm conformance with BLM Inter Management Policy For Lands Under 
Wilderness Review 


42 Owyhee Resource Managernent Plan 

















Objective: 


WNES 2 Pelowing any cashing legislation, manegp designated wiktemes esces to casuse on endusing 
wilderness resource 





Rationale The f eders! | and Policy and Management Act recogmizes wilderness as an integral part of the 
spectrum of multuple uses of publa lands Lands designated as wilderness are to be managed ito perpetuity 
for the protection of wilderness and other multuple-use values mm accordance with the Wilderness Act of | 964 
and the BILLM's Wilderness Management Policy (September 24, 1981) The idaho BLM Wilderness Study 
Report was approved by the Secretary of the Imtenor m 1992 The . ‘resident submuetted these wilderness 
recommendations to ( ongress im September of 1992 The recommendations for wilderness in the Owyhee 
Resource Area are 
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16-40 North Fork Owyhee River 

11>) 16 48h Chwyhee River ( anyon 35.620 

11> 1S 4m Little Owyhee River 16.330 

11) 16-494 Owyhee River-Deep C reek 47.840 

it}. 16-49D Vatahoney Creek 4,425 
Cc 1%-S2 Junmper C reek 5.785 | 

1}. 16-53 South Fork Owyhee Riwer 44.955 
ro Al + —— 

See Map WNES.-1! and Table WNES-2 for additonal information 


Monitoring 
*  Monrtormng needs are to be determined by specific wilderness management plans 


Management Actions and Allocations: 


| Manage designated wilderness im accordance with enabling legislation and other applicable federal 
legislation and polices 
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Visual Resources 


Objective: 
VISL 1 Manage public lands for visual resource valucs under Visual Resource Management (VRM) 
Classrficanoms. 





Rationale: The Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA, PL. 94-579), Section 102(8), 
declares as policy that public lands will be managed to“. protect the quality of the scenic values. that, 
where appropnate. will preserve and protect certam public lands im the: natural condrpon ~ The Nabonal 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA; P-L. 9-190), Section 101(b), requires federal agencies to“. assure for 
all Amencans_ esthetically pleasing surroundings ~ Section 102 of NEPA requires agencies to” utilize a 
systematic. interdrscephinary approach which will ensure the integrated use of © Environmental Design Acts 
mm the planning and decison making ~ process Crundelines for the identification of VRM classes on public 
lands 1s contained in BLM Manual Handbook 8410-1. Visual Resource Inventory The establishment of 
VRM areas is based upon an cvaluation of the landscapes scenx qualities, public sensstrvity toward certam 
areas (such as special recreation designations or wilderness}, and the location of affected lands from major 
travel corndors (distance zoning) 


Monitoring 
* In VRM Class | and Class I! areas, on-site visual quality control mapections will occur at the ume of 


Propect construction, reconstruction, and masntenance 

* In VRM Class IT] and | V areas, ongomg quality control mapections of ORA project work m general will 
he done however, attendance al specific project sites dunng construction, reconstruction. and masmte- 
nance will not be required 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Classify and manage public lands under the followimg VRM classifications 
( lass | areas 71332 acres 
Class Tl areas 242,150 acres 
Class I1-IMP areas 123,496 acres 
Class IT] areas 144, 7RS acres 
Class IV areas TIR.2I8 acres 
See Map VISL-! 


See Appendia VISI -| for classification and obyectrves 


Cultural Resources 


Objective: 
CULT 1 Protect known cultural resource values from loss until ther significance 1s determuned 


Rationale The National Historx Preservation Act of | 966 identifies federal agency respomsitilines to 


preserve prebistor and histork cultural resources ( ultural resource sites are detenorating from the effects 
of vandaliemn and neglect 
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Monasonng 





¢ Morwtor cultural resource sites to determanc wie condrhan and mitgahan needs 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Mantor a minemum of | § cultural resource sites cach year to determine ste condition and prov se 
information for developing management actom 


2  Mbtogate the negative mmpacts to sgneficant cultural resource sites Lnown to be suffering the effects of 
agents of detenoration 


1 Develop management strategies to ensure preservation of cultural res rce values withen specif areas 
known to comtam concentrations of um@ue or ugnificant cult ural resource sites 


Objective: 
CULT 2 Provide special management emphasis for the protection and comservaton of significant cultural 
resource sites and valucs 


Rationale The National Histon Presery ation Act of | 966 provides for the protection of cultural resource 


values on land managed by tederal agencies and identifies federal agency responsibilities to preserve probes 
ton and histon< cultural resources 


Monitonng 
According to schedule outlined on the Oregon Tras] Management Plan and the Bards of Prey ( ultural 
Resource Management Pian 
Make three site visits per year to ensure Selver ( ity homeowner compliance with Owyhee ( county 
Histone Preservation ( ommuitiee recommendations 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
| Protect the imtegrty of those portions of the 80 mile Oregon Tras! and associated cultural resource sites 
on public land. See Map CULT-! 


es 


Manage the exrsteng Selver City, DelLamar and Guffey Bute Black Bute Histone Districts m acoor- 
dance with Section 110 of the National Histor: Preservation Act of 1966 See Map CULT-! 


3 Manage the existing Guffey Bute Black Butte Archaeological Distinct ACEC to protect cultural re- 
source values. See Table ACEC -| and Map CULT.! 


4 Identify. evabuate. and nomunate sites areas that qualify to the National Register of Histor Places and 
prepare ( ultural Resource Management Plans for those ertes 
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Objective: 





CULTS bncreane the appertumt) for educatonal recrestonal. sacso-cultural and scentfx uses of cultural 
row. 


Rationale The Natoma! Himtorx Presery atom Act of | 4t6 identifies federal agency rexpanssbebites to 


preserve prefrtork and hrtiark Cultural resowr. = Publx partcopatan om the preservation pracess rs 
cwsettial to prevent continued bows of Cultural values 


Montonng 
* Nermal BI M accompluhenent tracking process 


Management (ction and Allocation. 

| Partacepate om cooperation wth State and other federal agencies, Natrve Amencan Tribes and private 
entities to Conduct publ outreach programms onc hudeng \rchacology Weet and other cultural resource 
related ev ents 


Hazardous Materials 


Objective: 
HAZM IE Reduce the accurrence and seventy of hazardous matenal modences on public lands Minemuze 
the hurnan health threat and the med to natural resources from hazardous matenals comtammaton 


Rationale The Secretary \ waste management imetiative cCommets the BLM to reducing hazardous matenal 
situations on publx lands Federal agencies are required to comply wrth all federal and state laws. regula- 
SE Se ere ae These rm bude 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), As Amended 1976 1980 . 4) USC 6901f 
* Comprehenerve Levironmental Response, (ompensation and Liabilety Act (CERCLA) 1980 - 42 USC 
oe if 
* Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act) 1987 «33 USC 1251-1387 
* (Clean Aw Act. As Amended 1977/1990 .42 USC 7418 
* Federal Land Policy and Management Act, As Amended 1976 . 43 USC 1701f 


Monitonng 
Penads review of NEPA documents 


* Field rewsew of comphance 
*  Yearty assesement of reported sites 
* Follow-up montornng to be deweloped on a case-by-case basis 


Management Actions and Allocations 
|b mewire that hazardows maternal and potential hazardous matenal problerm assaciated with Bi M 
authonzed land use acthom are sdentified All actions authonzing the use of hazardous maternals el! 


comply with federal Mate laws and regulatioms and authonzation apecifix HLM stipulations 
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2. Increase law enforcement acbons and public education to reduce the amount of illegal disposal of 
havardous matcnals on public lands 


3s implement remediabon removal actons for hazardous matcnals incidents on public lands in a umely 
and efficsent manner. 


4. Actively pursue having the polluter pay for hazardous matenal incidents and cost reumbursement for 
actions taken by the BLM when a responsible party 1s sdentified 


Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) 


Objective: 

ACEC 1: Retain existing and designate new arcas of critical environmental concern (ACECs) where 
relevance and umportance critena are met and where special management 1s needed to protect the values 
identified 


Rationale: Section 202 (c\ 3) of FLPMA mandates that priority be given to the designation and protection 
of areas of critical environmental concern. Further guidance and evaluation criteria are found at 43 CFR 
Part 1610.7-2 


Monitoring 
¢ Relevant and important values of cach designated ACEC would be moustored on a regular schedule to 
evaluate the effectiveness of management im maintaining those valucs 


Management Actions and Allocations: 
1. Designate the following as areas of critical environmental concern (ACECs): See Map ACEC-1 
* Guffey Butte/Black Butte Archacological District (7,750 acres) 
* Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area (141,796 acres) 
* Boulder Creek Outstanding Natural Area (6,978 acres) 
* North Fork Juniper Woodland Outstanding Natural Area (4,204 acres) 
* Cinnabar Mountain Research Natural Area (277 acres) 
* Coal Mine Basi Research Natural Area (| 604 acres). 
* Jump Creek Canyon (612 acres) 
* McBride Creck Research Natural Area (26! acres) 
* Pleasant Valicy Table Research Natural Area (!,‘"7 acres) 
* Sommercamp Butte Research Natural Area (440 acres) 
* Squaw Creek Research Natural Area (150 acres) 
* The Badlands Research Natural Area (1833 acres) 


The total acreage of the | 2 designated areas is 167,372 acres 





2. Designate The Tules as 2 Research Natural Arca (114 acres). The Tules is within the boundary of the 
Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habstat Ares ACEC 


3. Manage designated ACECs with the special management achons sdentified in Table ACEC- | 


4. Complete exclosure fencing of Squaw Creck RNA/ACEC and a segment of McBinide Creck RNA 
ACEC within two years 
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Standards for Rangeland Health 


The Standards for Rangeland Health. as applied m the State of Idaho. are to be used as the Bureau of Land 
Management s management goals for the betterment of the environment, protection of cultural resources, and 
sustained productivity of the range They are developed wath the specific intent of providing for the muluple use 
of the public lands Application of the standards should mvolve collaboraton between the authorized officer, 
imterested publics, and resource users. 


Rangelands should be mecting the Standards for Rangeland Health or making significant progress toward 
mecting the standards Mecting the standards provides for proper nutnent cycling, hydrologic cycling, and 
energy flow 


Monstoring of all uses 1s necessary to determine if the standards are being met. It 1s the primary tool for 
determining rangeland health. condstion, and trend It will be performed on representative sites. 


Appropriate to soil type, climate, and landform, indicators are a list of typical physical and biologcal factors 
and processes that can be measured and or observed (¢ g . photographic monstoring) They are used in 
combination to provide information necessary to determune the health and condition of the rangelands. 
Usually, no single indscator provides sufficient imformation to determine rangeland health Only those 
indicators appropriate to a particular site are to be used The indicators listed below cach standard are not 
umtended to be all inclusive 





The issue of scale must be kept in mend m evaluating the indicators listed after cach standard. It is 
recognized that individual isolated sites within a landscape may not be mecting the standards, however, 
broader arcas must be in proper functioning condition. Furthermore, fragmentation of habstat that reduces 
the effective size of large areas must also de evaluated for its consequences. 


Standard | (Watersheds) 


W stersheds provide for the proper infiltration, retention, and release of water appropriate to soil type, 
vegetation, climate, and landform to provide for proper nutnent cycling, hydrologic cycling, and energy flow. 


Indicators may include, but are not lumuted to, the following. 


|. The amount and distribution of ground cover, including litter, for identified ecological site(s) or soil-plant 
associations are appropriate for site stability 


2 Evidence of accelerated erosion in the form of nils and/or gullies, erosional pedestals, flow patterns, 
physical sor! crusts surface sealing, and compaction layers below the soil surface 1s minimal for soil type and 
landform 
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Standard 2 (Riparian Areas and Wetlands) 


Rupanan-wetland arcas are in property functoning condition appropriate to soil type, climate, geology, and 
landform to provide for proper nutnent cycling, hydrologic cycling, and energy flow. 


Indacators may include, but are not lumsted to, the following. 


|. The npanan wetland vegetation 1s controlling crosson, stabilizing streambanks, shading water arcas to 
dissipating energy. delaying flood water, and increasing recharge of groundwater appropnate to site 





2 Rupanan wetland vegetation with deep strong binding roots 1s sufficient to stabilize streambanks and 
shorelines. Invader and shallow rooted species are a minor component of the floodpiam. 


3. Age class and structural diversity of mparian/wetland vegetation 1s appropriate for the site. 
4 Noxious weeds are not creasing. 


Standard 3 (Stream Channel/Floodpiain) 

Stream channels and floodplains are properly functioning relative to the geomorphology (¢ g.. gradient, size, 
shape, roughness, confinement, and sinuosity ) and climate to provide for proper nutnent cycling, hydrologic 
cycling, and energy flow. 

Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 


|. Stream channels and floodplains dissipate energy of high water flows and transport sediment. Soils 
support appropnate mpanan-wetiand species, allowing water movement, sediment filtration, and water 
storage Stream channels are not entrenching. 


2. Stream width depth ratio, gradient, sinuosity, and pool, riffle and run frequency are appropriate for the 
valley bottom type, geology, hydrology, and soils. 


3. Streams have access to thei floodplains and sediment deposition 1s evident. 
4. There ts little evidence of excessive soil compaction on the floodplain due to human activities. 
S. Streambanks are within an appropriate range of stability according to site potential. 


6. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 
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Standard 4 (Native Plant Communities) 


Healthy. productive, and diverse native animal habitat and populations of native plants are maintained or 


promoted as appropriate to soil type, clumate, and landform to provide for proper nutnent cycling, hydrologic 
cycling, and energy flow. Indicators may imclude, but are not limited to, the following: 





| Native plant communsties (flora and macrobotic crusts) are mamtained or improved to ensure the proper 
funchoning of ecological processes and continued productivity and diversity of native plant species. 


2. The diversity of native species 1s mamtained. 


3. Plant vigor (total plant production, seed and seedstalk production, cover, cic.) is adequate to enable 
reproduction and recrustment of plants when favorable climatic events occur. 


4 Noxsous weeds are not increasing. 


§ Adequate litter and standing dead plant maternal are present for site protection and for decomposition to 
replenish soil nutnents relative to site potential: 


Standard 5 (Seedings) 

seeded with mixtures, including predominately non-native plants, are functioning to 
maintain life form diversity, production, native animal habstat, nutnent cycling, energy flow , and the hydrologic 
cycle 


Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the folowing 


| In established seedings. the diversity of perenmial species 1s not duminishing over time. 


2 Plant production, seed production, and cover are adequate to enable recruitment when favorable climatic 
events occur 


3 Noxious weeds are not mcreasing 


4 Adequate litter and standing dead plant maternal are present for site protection and for decomposition to 
replenish soul nutnents relative to site potential 


Standard 6 (Exotic Plant Communities, Other Than Seedings) 


Exotic plant communities, other than seedings, will meet minimum requirements of soil stability and 
maintenance of existing native and seeded plants These communities will be rehabilitated to perenmal 
communities when feasible cost effective methods are developed 
Indocators may include, but are not lumited to, the following 


| Noxious weeds are not mecreasing 


2 The number of perennial species is not duminishing over time 





3. Plant vigor (production, seed and seedstalk production, cover, cic.) of remnant native or seeded 
(mmtroduced ) plants 1s mamtained to enable reproduction and recrustment when favorable clumatac or other 
environmental events occur. 


4 Adequate litter and standing dead plant maternal 1s present for site protection and for decomposition to 
replenish soul nutrnents relative to site potential 


Standard 7 (Water Quality) 

Surface and ground water on public lands comply with the Idaho W ater Quality Standards. 
Indscators may include, but are not limited to, the following 

1. Physscal, chemical, and biologic parameters described im the Idaho W ater Quality Standards. 


Standard 8 (Threatened and Endangered Plants and Animals) 


Habytats are surtable to maintain viable populations of threatened and endangered. sensitive, and other special 
status species 


Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the followr:ng. 

| Parameters described im the Idaho Water Quality Standards 

2 Ripanan wetland vegetation with deep, strong, binding roots 1s sufficient to stabilize streambanks and 
shorelines. Invader and shallow rooted 

species are a minor component of the floodplarn. 

3 Age class and structural diverssty of npanan wetland vegetation are appropnate for the site 


4 Native plant communsties (flora and microbiotic crusts) are maintained or improved to ensure the proper 
functioning of ecological processes and continued productivity and diversity of native plant species. 


5. The diversity of native species 1s maintained. 


6 The amount and distribution of ground cover, imclhuding litter, for identified ecological site(s) or soul-plant 
associations are appropriate for site stability 


7 Noxrous weeds are not increasing 
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Guidelines for Livestock Grazing Management 





Gandelines direct the sclecbon of grazing management practices, and where appropnatc., livestock management 
facilites to promote significant progress toward, or the aftanment and maintenance of. the standards Grazing 
management practices are livestock management techmgues They include the manipulation of season. 
duration (time), and intensity of use, as well as sumbers, distribution, and kind of livestock. Livestock 
management facilites are structures such as fences. corrals, and water developments (ponds, springs, papelines. 
troughs. ctc_) used to faciistate the apphcaton of grazing management practices. Livestock grazing management 
pracnces and guidelines will be consistent wrth the Idaho Agncultural Pollution Abatement Plan. 

Grazing management practices and facilsves are mmplemented locally, usually on an allotment or watershed 
basis Grazing management programs are based on a combination of appropriate grazing management 
practices and facilites developed through consultation, coord:mation, and cooperation with the Burcau of 
Land Management, permittees. other agencies, Indian tribes, and interested publics. 

These guidelines were prepared under the assumption that regulations and policies regarding grazing on the 
public lands will be emplemented and will be adhered to by the grazing permitices and agency personne! 
Anything not covered in these guidelines will be addressed by existing laws, regulations, Indian treaties, and 
pohoues 


The BLM will identify and document within the local watershed all wnpacts that affect the ability to meet 
the standards If a standard 1s not being met duc to livestock grazing, then allotment management will be 
adyusted unless it can be demonstrated that significant progress toward the standard 1s being achseved This 


apples to all subsequent guidelines 
Guidelines 


| Use grazing management practices and or facilities to maintain of promote significant progress toward 
adequate amounts of ground cover (determined on an ecological site basts) to support infiltration, mastaimn 
son! motsture storage, and stabilize souls 


2 Locate livestock management facilities away from mpanan areas wherever they conflict with achreving or 
maimntarming npanan- wetland functions 


3 Use grazing management practices and or facilities to masntarn of promote soul conditions that support 
water infiltration, plant vigor, and permeability rates and minimize soil compaction appropriate to site 
potential 


4 Implement grazing management practices that provide pernodasc rest or deferment during critical growth 
stages to allow sufficrent regrowth to achreve and maintain healthy, properly functioning conditions, 
inc huding good plant vigor and adequate vegetative cover appropriate to site potential 


S Marntain or promote grazing management practices that provide sufficient residual vegetation to improve, 
restore, or maintain healthy mpanan- wetland functions and structure for energy dissipation, sediment capture. 
ground water recharge, streambank stability. and wildlife habitat appropriate to site potential 


6 The development of sp: .ngs. seeps, or other proyects affecting water and associated resources shall be 


designed to protect the ecological functions, wildlife habitat, and \ignificant cultural and histoncal 
archacological paleontological values associated with the water source 
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7 Apply grazing management practices to mamtas. promote. of progress toward appropriate stream 
channel and strcambank morphology and funcnoms Adverse umpacts duc to Investack grazing will be 








& Apply grazing management practices thal masntam of promote the mmicraction of the hydrologic cycle. 
autnent Cycle, and energy flow that will suppor the appropnate types and amounts of sor! organisms. 
plants. and animals appropriatc to sor! type. clumate. and landform 


14 Where native communities exrst, the conversion to exotic communities after disturbance will be 
minimized Native species are emphasized for rehabilitating disturbed rangelands | vabuate whether native 
plants are adapted, available, and able to compete with weeds or seeded exotics 


1§ Use non-native plant species for rehabilitation only im those situations where 
a native species are not readily available in sufficient quantities. 
b native plant species cannot maintain or achieve the standards, or 
¢ non-native plant species provide for management and protection of native rangelands 
Include a diversity of appropriate grasses, forts, and shrubs in rehabilitation efforts 


16 On burned areas, allow natural regencratiot, when it 1s determined that populations of native perennial 
shrubs. grasses. and forts are sufficrent to revegetate the site Rest burned or rehabilitated areas to allow 


recovery of establishment of perennial plant species 


17 Carefully consider the effects of new management facilities (¢ g . water developments, fences) on 
healthy and property functioning rangelands prnor to mmplementation 


18 Use grazing management practices, where feasible, for wildfire control and to reduce the spread of 


targeted undesirable plants (¢ g . cheatgrass. medusa head. wildrye. and noxious weeds) while enhancing 
vigor and abundance of desirable native or seeded species 


: 
| 
: 
! 
| 
| 
| 
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19 Employ grazing management practices that promote natural forest regencrabon and protect 
reforestabon proyects until the idaho Forest Practices Act requirements for tmber stand replacement are 
met 


20 Design management fences to manemure adverse impacts, such as habstat fragmentation. to mamta 
habrtat imtegrity and connectivity for native plants and anemals 


Glossary 


Accelerated Frowon — Soul lows at a rate mm cxcess of natural or goologx cromon as a result of human-caused 
disturbance 


Age Clas: — A classification of woody plant species according to relative age. ¢ g . seedling, young. 
mature. or decadent 


Allotment Management Plan A documented program which apples to livestock grazing on public lands. 
prepared by consulteng. cooperating. and coordimating with the permsttee( s), lessee! s). or other imterested 
publics 


Animal Habstat = The place and environment where an animal hives inchuding al! brotac, clomatic , and 
edaphic factors 


Best Management Practice (BMP) — A component practice or com-bination of component practices 
determined to be the most effective, practicable means of preventing or reducing the amount of pollution 


generated by nonpornt sources to a level compatible with water quality goals (Idaho Agncultural Polluton 
Abatement Plan. August | 993) 


Componerd Practices Approved practices, used alone or in combination with other practices, are used to 
develop BMPs (idaho Agncultural Pollution Abaternent Plan, August | 993) 


Connectivity The state of bemg functionally connected by movement of organisms, maternal, or energy 
The opposite of habutat fragmentation 


Consultation, Coordination, and Cooperation —_ A process prescribed by the Public Rangelands 
Improvement Act of iivolv ing the permittees s). lesseets). federally recognized Indian tribes, and interested 
publics in the development of allotment management plans and other management programs on public 
lands The process also inchudes trust responsibilities to Federally recogmzed Indian tribes 

Collaboration To work jountly wrth others 

Cover — (See Ground Cover) 


Deferment Nongrazing. erther by delay or discontinuance of grazing. from the begunning of plant growth 
until the seed 1s set or the equivalent stage of vegetative reproduction 


Diversity (1) The absolute number of species im a community, species nchness, and (2) a measure of 
the number of species and thew reiatrve abundance mm a community, low diversity refers to few species or 


unequal abundances. high diversity to many species or equal abundances 
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Ecological Satcs — A bund of iand wath specific phywcal characternias that differs from other bunds of land 
an its abvlrty to produce distinctive bunds and amounts of vegetatee and mts rewpamsc to management 
Ecological site 1 synonymous » mth range sete and coological type 


Energy tiow The capture of sunlight energy by plants and the convermon through photovynthess to 
Dec errians 


brotx Plant ( ormmunsees other than Seeding, 9 Assemblages of plants that are not endagenows to the 
arca. such as Cheatgrass yellow «tar thetic and medusa head rye 


Fragmematon = The process of Srv sdemg habrtats mmo wmal..1 and emailer umets unts! thes utelity as habrtat 
ts host 


(rraring Management Practices T echmgucs used to manage brvewtioct and mc bude season. durziion 
(amount of the tume grazmg cccurs). mmtenssty of use. numbers of lrvestack. tend of lrwestack. and 
drstributon (¢ g . salteng. herding and water development} 


Coraring Plan ot Program = A combenation of grazing management and of facilities used to ensure an 
eipectaban of meecteng or making significant progress tow ard meeting the Standards for Rangeland Health 


(rrowund Cover The percentage of maternal. other than bare ground, covermg the land surface ht may 
im bude live and standing dead vegetation. mcrotmotac crust. hitter cobble. gravel. stones, and bedrock 
Crrownd cover. plus bare ground. totals | 00 percent 


Human Activities = Amy actrvity that 1s mutiated of controlled by people. such as recreation, tember 
harvest, livestack grazing. road and other construction, and mining 


Hydrologic Cycle — The circulation of water mm the atmosphere, on the surface of the carth, in 
the soul, and om the underlying racks 


Indian Treaty A comtract m writing between the Unned States Government and Indian tribes formally 
signed by duly authonzed representatives and ratified by the United States Senate 


Indicator «Component: —_.tnbutes of a rangeland ecosystem that can be observed and or measured that 
provides evidence of the function. praductry ity. health and or condition of the ecosystem 


infiltranon A sowl as mfluenced by sou! texture, aspect. slape, and vegetation cover 


Landform A naturally formed clement of the landscape that controls or influences hydrologx . physical, 
and ecologic al processes 


Landscape Landform of a region m aggregate 


Land Use Plan = Land use plan means a resource management plan or management framework plan. 
developed under the provisions of 4) CER 1600 These plans are developed through public participation im 
accordance with the provimons of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 and establish 
management derectian for resource uses of public lands (43 CFR 4100) 


Life form  ( haracterrte form ot appearance of a plant species st maturity. ¢ g . tree, shrub. forb, grass. 
ok 
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ime Dead plaet or enema! material on the soul surface 


Livewact Management Facimes — Piryscal facehmes. such as femoes. water developments. and corrals 
that are used to handle and contro! brvewtach 
Macroteota Crust Communty of non-vascular premary producers that occur as a “crust” on the surface 


of souks amd made up of a miture of algae bchom. mosses and Cyanobactena (blucgreen algac ) 


Monnanng = The arderty collection. analyse. and mterpretahan of resource data and mmformation to 
© aluate progress tow ard mecteng Standards for Rangeland Health and of management otyectives 


Multapic we The defimman of multuple use «9 defined m the federal Policy and Management Act of 
1976 as follows 


“The management of the publ lands and thew vanouws resource values so that they are utchized m the 
combenation that ell best mect the present and future needs of the Amencan people. making the most 
pudacorows use of the land for same or all of these resource of related services over arcas large enough to 
prow ide suffix sent latrtude for penads adpustments om use to conform with changing needs and condmtons. 
the use of some land for less than al! of the resources. a combination of balanced and diverse resource uses 
thal takes mmto account the long term needs of future generations for renew able and nonrenewabic 
resources im budeng. but not lemeted te. recreation. range. tember. manerals, watervhed, wridlife and fish. and 
natural wen screntifix and histanc values. and harmomous and coord:nated management of the vanous 
resources without permanent rmpamment of the praductrvity of the land and the quality of the environment 
with comaderation berng given to the relative values of the resources and not necessary to the combenation 
of the uses that will grve the greatest economa return or the greatest output ~ 


Native Specees Plants or anemais mndigenous to the area 
Non-native Species Plants or anemals that are not indigenous to the area 


Nowious Weeds =f not plants that are listed by the State of Idaho and subyect to Idaho weed control 
laws 


Nutnent Cycle = The cychcal process by which plants and animals use chemical compounds and elements 


m the son! water and atmosphere to produce plants and animals and the decomposition of plants and 
armals to return Chemical compounds and clements to the sol, water. and as for future use 


Productivity The abulity of a site to produce vegetation 


Proper} unctoming ( onditon ( Repanan ) 
“Ripanan wetland areas are functioning properly when adequate vegetation. landform. or large woody 
debris 1s present to dissipate stream energy associated with high water flows. thereby reducing erosion and 
HMPros ing & ater quality filter sediment. capture bedload. and aid floadplamn development, mmprove 
flocd ater retention and ground » ater recharge develop root masses that stabilize strearmbanks agaist 
cutting action, develop diverse ponding and channel characteristics to provide the habvtat and the water 
depth, duration. and temperature necessary for fish production. waterfow | breeding. and other uses. and 
support greater teadrverwty 

USDI 1993, Revised 1995 Riparian Area Management, Process for Assessing Proper Functioning 
Condmon, Techmcal Report 1737-9. p 4 Bureas of Land Management, BLM/SC/ST-93 
OO}+ 1737 REVS, Service ( enter,CO. 51 pp 
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USDIL 1994 Raparvean Arca Management. Process for Asscwemng Proper Funcnonng Condmon for 
Lent Raparnan-Wetland Arcas. Tochmcal report 1737-1! Burces of Land Managemen, BLM ‘SC 'ST- 
94008+ 1737, Service Comer, OO. 37 pp 


Rangeland =A bind of land on etch the natrve vegetation nm predom-maichy grasscs grass 
bike plants forty or shruts Rangelands mm bude natural grasslands sa. anna shrubland. most deserts. 
aipene COMmmunbe. Npanan arcas. and wet meadows 


Rangeland Condmoan The present status of a unt mn terms of snecefx values of potential 


Rangeland Health The degree to which the mmtegrty of the son! and coobagical processes of rangeland 
coosy Mterms rs mamtamed 
National Research Counce! | 994 Rangeland Health Ncw Methads to ( lassrfy. 


levemory and Monnor Rangeland: 


Rewdual Vegetation Amount. cover and species compossmion of the vegetation on a ene after mt has 
heen grazed for a penad of terme 


Rest = “Nongrazing for a specified penad of tome. generally a full grow mg season up to a full year 


Ripanan Areas = A form of wetland tramution between permanently saturated wetlands and uplands The 
arcas cxbibrt vegetation of phrysacal characternstics that reflect permanent surface or subsurface water 
influence Typical mpanan areas mmc bude such areas as lands slong. adjacent to. or contiguous wrth 
perenmally and mmermetiently flowing rivers. strearm. glacial potholes, and shores of lakes and reservors 
with stable water levels Rapanan areas do not imc bude ephemeral (permanently above the water table and 
flows only during or mmmediately after a rasnstorm of snowmelt) streams that do not exhsbet the presence 
of vegetation dependent upen free » ater m the sor! ( Bureau of Land Management Techmcal Reference 
TR 1737-4 and 11) 


Sensitive Plants and Anomals = Plants and amemals lnsted by the Bureau of | and Management State 
Dwectors 


Significant Progress Measurable and or observable (\ ¢ _ photography. use of approved qualitative 
procedures) changes in the indicators that demonstrate emproved rangeland health 


Spatial Scale = The relatrve size of an area under consideration For example. a small scale 1s a site, a 
rrid- scale 1s a watervhed. and a large scale ts a basen 


Special Status Species — Plant and anemal species that are federally listed as threatened oF 


pa eg ty eet oy bey 
or or listed by a Bureav of Land Management State Director as sensitive 


Sustained Productivity of the Range — Masntarming the production capatility of the rangeland 
for long periods of time (100 years +) 


Trend — The direction of change in ecological status of resource value rating observed over 
time 
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Use — Human activites (cg. mumng. forestry. lwestock grazeng. vegetabon mampulabon. 
road cam@rucban and muunienance. other comtruchon and mamicnance actrvibes, wihd horses. 


recreabon, habvtat mampulabon and management facity comstrucbon and mamicnance } 





Watershed — An arca that collects and ducharges runoff to a grven pout ht 1s often used 
sywanymounly wrth dramage hawn of Catchment 


Wetland — Areas that are mnundated of saturated by surface or ground water af a frequency and 


duranon sufficem to and whach under sormal crcumstances do support. a prevalence 
of vegetation typacally for life om saturated soul condstom. Typical wetlands include 
marshes shallow +e amp. lake shores. bogs. wet meadows, and mpanan arcas 


(Bureau of Land Management echnical Reference TR 1737-9 and 11) 
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The current National Fire-Danger Rating System (NFDRS) fuc! models are used to describe fucis and fire 
behavior for vegetahon communities within the resource arca. These models are comparable to the FMZs 
listed below 


FMZ 1.3: Most of the desen shrub communsies wethen the resource arca are included m this FMZ because 
of cheatgrass competsion and fire behavior condmons. The objective for this zone 1s to lemst wildfires to 
200 acres of bews. This 2-ac « located m the northern portion of this resource arca 


Medel A: This fuc! model represents western grasslands vegetated by annual grasses and forbs Brush or 
trees may be present bul are very sparse, occupying less than onc-therd of the arca. The quantity and 
continuity of ground fucis vary greatly woth ramfall from year to year 


FMZ 2.7: This FMZ ts dominated by sagebrush and perenmai srasses as the primary fucl types. Wet spring 
condrions and long hot summers with trequent dry lyghteng si orms provide the potential for large acrcages to 
burn. Terrain wethen thes FMZ vanes from steep and mountamous to gently rolleng with large flats. The 
objective for thes zone 1s to mat wildfires to $00 acres or less 


FMZ 2.8: The same conditions occur mm 2.8 as in 2.7. The acreage objective ts limited to 200 acres or less 
This zone 1s the northern foothills area to the Snake River, and include the Wilson-Murphy area 


FMZ 4.1: Canyonland arcas with sagebrush and perenmial grasses, and barren arcas. The acreage allowed 
for this zone 1s S00 acres 


Medel T: The sagebrush-grass types of the Great Basen and the Intermountain West are characteristic of T 
fuels The shrubs burn casily and are not dense cnough to shade out grass and other herbaccous plants 
The shrubs must occupy at least one-third of the site or the A or L fuel models are used 


Medel L: This fue! mode! represents western grasslands vegetated by perenmal grasses. The principal 
species are coarser, the loadings heavier and the quantity of fucl 1s more stable from year to year than 


Model A fucts 


FMZ 3.1/3.3: This FMZ 1s dominated by punsper woodlands and communities associated with higher 
elevation rangelands The terrain within these zones vanes from steep and rugged to gently rolling The 
acreages allowed for FMZ 3.1 is 1,000 and FMZ 3.3 is 100 acres. The zone is located south of the 
Trangle lordan Valley road 


FMZ 3.2: The same conditions occur as for 3.1 except this zone ts north of the Trangle-Jordan Vallcy road 
and includes the Silver Cry area. The acreage allowed for this zone 1s S00 acres 


Medel C: Perenmal grasses and forbs are the prunary ground fuel but there 1s cnough needle litter and 
branchwood present to contribute significantly to fuel loading Some juniper stands may qualify for this 
maoxde! 


Medel H: Short-ncedled conifers, with some brush. on a healthy stand with spare undergrowth and a then 
layer of ground fuels are mm this model Low sagebrush may also be included mm this model Fires mn H fuels 
are typically slow spreading and are dangerous only im scattered areas where the downed woody material is 
concentrated 
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Recommendation: It 1s recommended in the Owyhee Resource Management Plan that 163 miles of the 223 
mules of cligible mver or stream segments within the Owyhee Resource Arca are sustable for designation as 
components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. This sustability recommendaton reflects the 


management achons described under RECT 3.1. The sustable river’stream segments include those listed 


below. See Map WSR-! for locations. The evaluation and suitability determmation for cach of the segments 
presented mm the Proposed Owyhee Resource Management Plan and Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (July, 1999). Also presented for cach sustabie segment ts the proposed legal description im both 
nafrative and map form. 





Suitable Wild, Scenic and Recreational River 
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recreational nver values for nver segments that are awasting a determination by Congress. 


Wild Classification: 


Management of Wild River areas should give primary emphasis to protecting the valucs which make # 
outstandingly remarkable while providing nvet-related outdoor recreahon opportunities in a pnimrtive setting. 
Allowable management practices might include construction of minor structures for such purposes as 
improvement of fish and game habitat. grazing. protection from fire, msects or disease, rehabilitation or 
stabilization of damage resources, provided the arca will remain natural appearing and the practices of 
structures will harmonize with the environment. Such things as trail bndges, an occasional fence, natural- 
appearing water diversions, ditches, flow measurement or other water management devices, and similar 
facilities may be permutted if they are unobtrusive and do not have a significant direct adverse effect on the 


natural character of the area. The followmg program management standards apply 


a. Forest Practices: Cutting of trees will not be permitted except when needed in association with a 
primitive re. ceation expenence (such as clearing for trails and protection of users) or to protect the 
environment (such as control of fire). Timber outside the boundary, but within the visual corndors, 
should, where feasible, be managed and harvested im a manner to provide special emphasis to visual 
quality 


b Water Quality) Water quality will be marmtaimed or improved to meet federal criteria or federally 
approved State standards 


¢ Hydroelectric Power and Water Resource Development: No development of hydroclectnc power 
facilities would be permitted No flood control dams, levees, or other works are allowed in the 
channel ot nver cormdor The natural appearance and essentially primstive character of the river arca 
must be maintayned All water supply dams and mayor diversions are prohibited 


d = Mining New mening clams and menerai leases are prohibited within one-quarter mile of the nver 
Valid existing clarms would not be abrogated and, subject to existing regulations (e.g. 43 CFR 3809) 
and any future regulations that the Secretary of the Intenor may prescribe to protect the nvers 
imc buded in the National System, cxrsting mining activity would be allowed to contimue All mineral 
activity must be conducted in a manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation, pollution, 
and visual impairment Reasonable access will be permitted 


e Road Construction No new roads of other provisions for overland motorized travel would be 
permitted within a narrow mcised river valley, or if the river valley 1s broad, within one-quarter mile of 
the river bank A few moonspicuous roads leading to the boundary of the nver area may be 
permitted 


f Agreculture and Livestock Grazing Agricultural use 1s restricted to a lemited amount of domestic 


livestock grazing and hay production to the extent currently being practiced Row crops arc 
prosebvted 


62 | oO On yhee Resource Management Plan 











4 
> 
> 
4 
4 
> 
> 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
> 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
D 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


ge Recreaton Facilmes:) Major public-use arcas, such as campgrounds, interpretive centers, or 
admurustrative headquarters are located outside Wild River arces. Simple comfon and convemence 
facilines, such as fireplaces or shelters may be provided as necessary within the river arca. These 
be allowed on tributanes, but would not normally cross the designated nver. 


h. Public Use and Access: Recreation use, including but not lumuited to hiking, fishing, hunting and 
boating 1s encouraged im Wild River areas to the extent consistent with the protection of the nver 
environment. Public use and access may be regulated and distributed where necessary to protect and 
enhance Wild Riv ot values 


1  Raghts-of-Way New transmrssion lines, natural gas lines, water lines, cic . are discouraged unless 
prohsbited by other plans, orders or laws. Where no reasonable alternative cxrsts, additional or new 
facilites should be restncted to cxrsting nghts-of-way. Where new nghts-of-way are indicated, Wild 
River values must be fully evaluated im the selection of the site. 


). Mbotonzed Travel) Motorized travel on land could be permustted, but 1s generally not compatible with 
this classification. The cxisteng primary road access to the rivers would be mamtained. Motorized 
travel on the water would be prohibsted. 


Scenic Classification: 


Management of Scenic River areas should maintain and provide outdoor recreation opportunsties in a near 
natural setting The basic distinctions between a Wild and a Scenic River area are the degree of 
development, type of land use and road accessibility. In general, a wide range of agncultural, water 
management, silvicultural and other practices could be compatible with Scenic River values, providing such 
practices are carned on im such a way that there 1s no substantial adverse effect on the river and its 
ummediate environment The same considerations enumerated for Wild River areas should be considered, 
except that motunzed vehicle use may, in some cases, be approprate and that development of public-use 
facilitees within the nver area, such as moderate size campgrounds, public information centers, and 
admunistrative headquarters, would be compatible if such structures were screened from the nver The 


follow ing program management standards apply 


a Forest Practices’ A wide range of silvicultural practices could be allowed provided that such practices 
are carned on mm such a way that there 1s no substantial adverse effect on the river and its mmmediate 
environment The nver area should be marntamed in its near natural environment Timber outside 
the boundary but within the visual scene arca should be managed and harvested im a manner which 


provides special emphasis on visual quality 


b Water Quality Water quality will be masmtaimed or umproved to meet federal criteria or federally 
approved State standards 









¢. Hydroelectnc Power and Water Resource Development: No development of hydroclectric power 
facilsies would be allowed. Flood control dams and levees would be prohibnied All water supply 
dams and mayor diversions are prohibited) Masntenance of cxssting facilies and construction of some 
new structure would be permstied provided that the arca remains natural in appearance and the 
practices of the structures harmonize with the surrounding environment. 


d) Mining: Subject to existing regulations (c.g. 43 CFR 3809) and any future regulations that the 
Secretary of the Intenor may prescribe to protect the valucs of mvers included m the National System. 
new mening claims and mincral leases could be allowed. All mincral activity must be conducted m a 
manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation, pollution and visual impairment. 
Reasonable access will be permutted 


¢ Road Construction: Ex:sting roads may occassonally bndge the river arca and short stretches of 
conspicuous of long stretches of moonspicuous and well-screened roads or screened railroads could be 
allowed Mausntenance of ex:sting roads and any new roads will be based on the type of use for which 
roads are constructed and the type of use that will occur m the mver area. 


f Agnculture and Livestock Grazing: In comparison to Wild River areas, a wider range of agricultural 
and livestock grazing uses 1s permitted to the extent currently practiced within Scenic River areas. 
Row crops are not considered as an intrusion of the “largely primitive” nature of Scenic corndors as 
long as there ts not a substantial adverse effect on the natural-like appearance of the river area. 


g Recreation Faciimes: Larger scale public use facilities, such as moderate size campgrounds, public 
information centers, and administrative headquarters are allowed if such structures are screened from 
the river. Foot trasls can parallel the river mm close proxemuty, and associated bndges may cross the 
nver channel 


h Public Use Access: Recreation use, including but not limited to hiking, fishing, hunting and boating, 1s 
encouraged m Scenic River areas to the cxtent consistent with the protection of the nver environment 
Public use and access may be regulated and distributed where necessary to protect and enhance 
Scenic River values 


i Rights-of-Way New transmission lines, natural gas lines, etc . are discouraged unless prohibited by 
other plans, orders or laws Where no reasonable alternative exists, additional or new facilites should 
be restricted to existing nghts-of-way Where new nghts-of-way are indicated, scenic river values 
must be fully evaluated mn the selection of the site 


} Mbotornzed Travel Motornzed travel on land may be permutted, prohibited or restricted to protect the 
nver values Motonzed travel on the water would be prohibited 
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Recreational Classification: 


Management of Recreatonal River arcas should be designed to protect and enhance custing recreatonal 
values The primary objective will be to provide apportunsmes for engaging wm recreaton activities 
dependent on or enhanced by the largely free-flow ng nature of the mver Recreaton facilities may be 
established mm close prowmuty to the nver, although Recreational River classification docs not requare 
extensive recreaton developments Recreation faciimes may still be kept to a menemum, woth visstor 
services provided outside the nver areca Future construction of mmpoundments, diverwons, straightening. 
nprapping. and other modification of the water way or adjacent lands would not be permitted cxcept m 
mstances where such devclopments would not have a direct and adverse effect on the nver and sts 


immediate environment The follow img program management standards apply 


a Forest Practices Timber harvesting would be allowed under standard restrictions to protect the 


b Water Quality Water quality will be masntamed of umproved to meet federal crtena of federally 
approved State stanaards 


¢ Hydroelectric Power and Water Resource Development No development of hydroclectric power 
facilities would be allowed FE xrstong low dams. diversion works, mprap and other minor structures 
may be maimtained provided the waterway remains generally natural in appearance New structures 
may be allowed provided that the area remasns natural im appearance and the practices of structures 
harmonize with the surrounding environment 


d = Muning Subject to exssting regulations (eg . 43 CFR 3809) and any future regulations that the 
Secretary of the Intenor may prescribe to protect values of nvers included m the National System, 
existing valid mining clarms and mineral leases on existing operations are allowed to contrnue All 
mueneral activity must be conducted mm a manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation. 


pollution, and visual emparrment Reasonable access will be permutied 


e Road Construction FE x:steng parallel roads or rasbroads can be mamtamed on one or both river banks 
There can be several bndge crossings and numerous river access ports 


f Agncultural and Livestock Grazing In cormparison to Scenic River areas, lands within Recreational 
River areas may be managed for a full range of agriculture and livestock grazing uses, consistent with 
current practices 


g Recreation bacilites Interpretive cemters, adrmenrstrative headquarters, campgrounds. promi areas and 
foot trails may be established m close proxsmmuty to the river Foot trail bndges may cross the river 


channel However, recreational classification dues not require extensive recreation development 


bh Public Use and Access Recreation use. inctudeng but not limuted to hiking. fishing. hunting and 
boating. 1s encouraged in Recreational River areas to the extent consistent with the protection of the 
nverenvironment Public use and access may be regulated and distributed where necessary to 
protect and enhance Recreation River values 
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1 Raghts-of-Way New transmrsssan lenes. natural gas lines. water lines. cic . are discouraged unless 
prohubsted by other plans. orders or laws ~Where no reasonabic alternative cists. addronal or ace 
factimnes should be restricted to cxssting nghts-of-way Where ace nghts-of-way are indicated. 
Recreation River valucs must be fully evaluated mm the sclectson of the site 


1 Motonzed Travel Motorized travel on land or water will generally be permetied, on cxrsteng roads 
Controls will usually be semelar to surrounding lands and waters 
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Class 1: The objective of this class is to preserve the existing character of the landscape. This class 
provide s for natural ccologscal Changes, however, 1 docs not pre ade very lumeted management activity 
The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be very low and must not aftract afienbon 


This VRM classificatbon apphes to BLM special admunistratrve desagnations where public imicrest and BLM 
management call for the preservation of a pristine landscape 


Under this classification, comstructon of new rangeland (livestock. watershed, wild horse, and wildlife) 
factines, roads. recreation sites and vegetation treatment projects 5 not permetted Construchun of 
recreational trazls 1s permstied 


Class 11: The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of 
caange to the characterstic landscape should be low Management activities may be seen, but should not 
attract the attention of the casual observer Any changes must repeat the bass clements of form. lene, color, 
and texture found mm the predominant natural features of the characterstic landscape 


This VRM classification apphes to BLM special admunistratrve designations where public micrest and BLM 
management call for the protection of existeng premstive landscapes regardless of scem- quality Highly 
scenic, semm-primative landscapes within the extensive management area can also have thy .‘-estficaton 
The affected lands are generally natural in appearance but are not prisume landscapes 


Maintenance and reconstruction of exrsting facilites such that the lenes, forms, colors, and textures 
associated with the rehabilitated faciles harmonize with those of the characteristic natural landscapes 1s 
permitted Except within wilderness study areas (WSAs). very lemsted construction of new rangeland 
facilities and vegetation treatment projects ts permatted Lamuted new recreation facilities (tra’!s and small 
recreation suies) and limited road construction. reconstruction, and marmtienance 1s permitted Ifthe sual 
contrast of the proyect cannot be burlt reburlt to manemize visual wmpacts to the characteristx natural 
landscape. then the proyect work will not be undertaken Within WSAs. no surface disturtung activities, 
other than trail construction, would be allowed 


Class 11-IMP: Under thes classification, lands would be managed under Class I] objectives during the teme 
that non suitable wilderness study area (WSA) lands remain under the BL M Wilderness Interom Management 
Policy (IMP), wath the exception that no surface disturbing activities, other than tras! construction, would be 
allowed If the unsurtable WSA lands are released by Congress, the affected lands would convert to VRM 
Class TV areas 


Class 111: The objective of this class 1 to partially retam the existing character of the landscape The 
level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate Management activities may attract 
attention but should not domunate the view of the casual observer Changes should repeat the basic 
elements found m the preaommant natural features of the characteristic landscape 


This VPM classification apples to BLM special admunmistratr ¢ designations and to travel corndors across 
the extensive management area where public interest and BLM management calls for protecting the 


appearance of the existing landscape, the landscape may already be highly modified The classification 
occurs where the amount of use 1s relatively high and scenic quality ts gencrally good 
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Maumtienance. comstructioa, and recomstrucbon of rangeland facies and vegetation treatment proyects 1s 
permutied Recreabon wie and road construchon and reconstruction ts permetted In all cases, emphasis will 
be placed an oemstruction techmgues that will reduce the proyect 's visual ampacts to the characterstac natural 


Lard apre 


Class IV: The objective of thes class 1s to provide for management actrvines whch would require major 
modification of the cxrsteng Character of the landscape The level of change to the characternstic landscape 
can be igh These management activites may domenate the view and be the major focus of viewer 
atiention However. every attempt should be made to mmmrmuze the umpact of these activites through 
caretul locaton. munema! disturbance. and repeating the basac c! ments 


Thes VRM classefi, sttan apphes to all BLM lands m the Owyhee Resource Arca not contamed m special 
designation areas or visually sensitrve areas These lands generally reflect those lands of lesser ( fas) scenic 
quality along major travel cormdors or lands remote from travel corndors with fas to good scenic quality. 
the affected lands may or may not already be nghly modified 


Maintenance comstructian. and reconstruction of rangeland facies and vegetation treatment proyects 1s 


permitted Recreation site comstruction and road construction and reconstruction ts permitted An attempt 
will be made to menermize \ rsual empac.. wherever possible 
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Runge improvements are proposed to help reduce resource management conflicts and to a-tucve multipic 
use management objectives 


The following standard procedures and design clements will be adhered to m constructing range 
mmprovements withen the Owyhee Resource Arca Dewgn clements have been standardized over tume to 


mutigate adverse impacts cncoumicred dunng range improvement eastallations 
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Preparation of a site-specific environmental assessment pnw to implementation of range 
improvements will be required Proposed range improvements may be modified or abandoned if the 
asscuument indicates that significant adverse environmental wmpacts cannot be avonded or mitigated 


A wilderness inventory, required by FLPMA. has been ccenpicted m the Resource Arca All rangeland 
management activities in wilderness study arcas will be comsestent with the Inmtenm Management 
Policy and Grundelines for Lands Under Witiderness Review (IMP) unicss and until the arca 1s removed 
from the study category (crther designated or released by congress) Impacts will be assessed before 
implementing management activ tics to ensure that they meet the guidelines 


Every effort will be made to avord adverse empacts on cultural resources. A cultural resources 
mventory will be completed on all arcas prior to any decision to perform ground-disturbing activities 
This will be part of the preplanning step of a project and the results will be analyzed mm the 
environmental assessment addressing the action (BLM Manual §100, Cultural Resources 
Management) If sagnificant cu!cural values are identified, the project may be relocated, redesigned or 
abandoned. However, where that 1s not posssbic, the Bi_M would consult with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Histone Preservation in accordance with the 
Programmatsxc Memorandurn of Agreement (PMOA) by and between the BLM. the Council and the 
National Conferen ¢ of State Histone Preservation Officers, dated January 14, 1980, which sets forth 
a procedure for developing appropriate mitigative measures, in compliance with Section | 06 of the 
National Histonc Preservation Act (1966) as umplemented by 36 CFR Part 800. Management 
adherence to agreed upon mitigative measures will be mplemented mm comphance with these 
regulations 


If a project might affect any listed threatened or endangered species of its critical habitat, consultation 
with the USFWS will be initiated (50 CFR 50 402: Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended) 
The proyect will be modified, relocated or abandoned in order to obtain a “no effect” determination 
if a proyect may contribute to the need to lyst a Federal candidate or BLM sensitive species, a 
technical assistance request will be made to the USFWS 


Surface disturbance at all proyect sites will be held to amunemum Disturbed soil will be rehabilitated 
to bicnd .nto surrounding sou! surfaces and reseeded as needed with a mixture of grasses, forbs and 
browse as applicable to replace ground cover and reduce sou! boss from wind and water erosion 


Seeding will only be done to enhance and sustain multiple use values Vegetation treatment projects 


will be designed using irregular patterns ( untreated patches, mosaics, etc ) to provide optimum edge 
effect for visual quality and wildlife: Layout and design wi!l be coordinated with local IDF A&G 


bookogast 
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* Seodang will be acoomplrshed by use of the rangeland dnil m most cases. Broadcast scoding will 
eccur on small disturbed arcas. rough terram and rocky arcas. Brusa will be controlled pror to 
seceding Some projects will have brush control only Brush control methads could mclude burning. 
charming. cutteng and sprayyng The method to be used for individual projects will be determuned on a 
site-specific bases dumng proyect planning Gencrally. arcas contamung necdicgrasses or rabdetbrush 
and arcas with sandy sorts will not be burned = Scoding mixtures will be determined on a sste-specific 
hasts dunng pr_»cct planning using past cupenecnce and recommendations of apprapnatc state and 
bacal range tad wildlife caperts as needed Anticepated mereases im production through vegetaban 
treatment proyects will not be allocated unt:! seedings arc established and ready for use All seedings 
will be deferred from livestock grazing for a menemum of two growing scasons to allow seeding 
eMablishmenmt Where deep furrow drills are used. slopes will be diiled on the comtour to prevent soul 
cromon 


¢ The seeding policy for the Owyhee Resource Arca ts as follows. Scedings to change vegetation 
composition may be used when they are the most efficsent method to accomplish the resource 


objectives identified through the planning process The selection of the seeding « "ca and the species 
to be seeded shall be based on a site-specific evaluation which considers ecological potential, technical 
and economac feasibility, location of umque resources, plant drversity and cumulative impacts on the 
coosysiem Adapted native species than can enhance vegetative diversity composition must be given 
consideration m species selection To ensure establishment, seedings must be protected for a 
minimum of two grow img seasons or until the vigorous seedlings produce them first seed crop. Once 
established. seedings shall be properly managed and monitored to ensure that resource objectives are 


accomplished 


* tes antecupated that the exrsteng road and trail system will provide sufficient access for range 
improvement construction. if needed, unumproved trarls and tracks will be created to reach 
construction sites. These trails will contenu to be used for proyect maintenance 


¢ tts assurned that normal mamitcnance such as replacement of pipeline sections, fence posts and 
retreatment of vegetation will occur 


* VRM procedures will be employed to minimize adverse visual impacts caused by the range 
Improvement project 


Additional design features are identified below 


Reservoir construction - Reservow development will involve construction of prts and dams to mmpound water 
for livestock and wildlife use. Pits will be mn dry lake beds or other natural depressions. Dams will be 
constructed in drainages. Water storage capacity will range from | to 2 acre feet. Fill material, if needed, 
will come from the rmpoundment area or a borrow area for dams. Excavated maternal from pits will be 
piled adjacent to the prt. Top soul wall be stockpiled and used to rehabilitate the borrow areas 


Wells - Wells will be cased with steel pype and sealed with concrete to prevent ca’ 2-ins and contamimation 
All State of Idaho water weil dniling regulations will be adhered to, both mn dniling and equipping. A safety 
devise will be installed on new powerline transformers to prevent clectrocution of raptors. Metal storage 
tanks, parnted to blend with the surrounding landscape, will be placed at cach well site. Generally, tanks will 
be enclosed and will measure 15 to 30 feet m diameter and 6 to 12 feet im height 
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Springs - Spnng development will involve digging or drilling to microept naturally occurnng water flow. 
installing perforated pape of concrete boxes to collect water and mstalling papclines and water troughs The 
spring source and trough overflow arca will be fenced to prevent livestock grazing and trampling and to 
provide meadow hattat A small watcrhole will be developed imsude the fenced overflow arca for wildlife 
use Ramps. racks of flaat boards will be provided m all water troughs for berds and small mammals to gam 
access to and escape from the water 


Pipelones - Pipelines will convey water from wells to arcas that lack an adequate watcr supply Generally. | 
to 2 inch diameter plastic pape will be buned with a pspe-laying devise comsisting of a modified mpper tuoth 
mounted on a tractor The pape will normally be lard as deep as posmble under ground but no deeper than 
Winches Where obstructions prohibit pype burial. the pepe will be lasd on the ground surface and covered 
with borrow soul Reservorrs will be constructed along the pypeline and fenced to exclude livestock. This 
will provide wildlife water and serve as an emergency water supply in case of equipment failure Water 
troughs will be mstalled approxmmately one per every mile along the pipeline Ramps. racks or float boards 
will be provided mn all water troughs for burds and small mammals to gam access to and escape from the 
wale 


Fences and cattheguards - Fences shall be designed to prevent passage of Investoack without impeding wildlife 
movement. All fences will be constructed m accordance with Bureau Manual 174! Fencelines will not be 
bladed of scraped. All fences will comply with VRM procedures. Cattleguards or gates will be mstalled 
where fences cross cxrsting roads 


Prescribed burning - Prescribed burns will be conducted to reduce yummper encroachment, to mmprove the 
ecological condition of native plant communities and «0 meet other resource objectives for range. wildlife 
and watershed Arcas with seral puniper stands and dense sagebrush stands will be evaluated for burning 
Generally, no prescribed fires will be allowed im clumax (old growth) punsper sites. Individual burns will be 
lumeited to 3.000 acres with a 72 hour interval between burns and will be coordmated with other activities 


impacting air quality to meet ai quality standards 


Watershed Stabilization Proyects - Watershed stabilization proyects would be used to secure croding 
streambanks and prevent further erosion in side slope gullies. The proyects would use unlimbed juniper 
trees wo line stream channels (attached by steel cables), rock gabon dams, wooden planks or other maternals 
Disturbances associated with rock gation dams would be mitigated by mpanan vegetation regrowth and 
channel siltation in less than S years Juniper logs would become imbedded in streamsides within $ to 10 
years Once vegetation ts restored the affected stream channels would show an overall improvement 


attributed to the increased abundance and diversity of mpanan vegetaion Increasing mpanan vegetation 
could also umprove the year-long abundance of surface waters 


Wildlife Guzziers - Wildlife guzzlers would consist of an apron made of corrugated steel roofing maternal to 
imtercept rain water and a burned storage tank equipped with a ramp to permit access to water by game birds 
and other small anrmals. Aprons would generally be about 200 to 500 square feet im size and would be 
painted to blend with the surrounding landscape. The guzziers would be fenced to exclude livestock These 
guzziers would be constructed in lower elevation desert habitats where dependable water is scarce 
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Dectsans outlined m the Owyhee RMP well be umplem med over a penad of ten to twenty years or 
more. depending on the svaslabubty of fundeng and personne! The effects of mmpicmentation w ull be 
monitored and cy aluated on a penadk bases over the life of the plan Moansormng wll be conducted to 
determunc where probierm cimt with managemenm activ rics. to cv abuate management abyectives as to 
whether or not they are being actacved. to assces the progress tow ard mocteng the Mandards for rangeland 
health. and to recommend future acham If mannanng studies indicate that obyectives are not beung met ar 
that progress 1s not berg made tow ard mocting the standards for rangeland health then management 
acham wll be adpusted acoordsngty 

Prantes for monntormng allotments will be established The methadotogy and imenssty of study that 1 
chosen for a particular allotment will be determuned by the nature and severity of the n° surce conflicts that 
are present om that allotmemt Monstormg studies are ettablished and 6 4 on a regular bases However. 
personne! tome and funding comstrasnts heme the number of cvtablish = tudics and the frequency with 
which data 1s collected at established studies 

Minemum monrntorng standards have been adopted by the State of Idaho HLM All studies will be 
comsistent with the minnow standards recommendations where they are appli able Study methads wll 
be revised to reflect any changes on mienemum standards whch may occur 


Monitoring Methods 

The purposes of monrtormng and assessment are to determine the effects of management actions on the 
publec land resources mmc hudeng vegetation and « ater and to determune the effectiveness of on-the-ground 
management a toms in ac heey img resource management objectives arthen planned timeframes Monnorng 
provides qualrtatry ¢ and quanti liable data for the perods review and evaluation of management objectives. 
and it provides data to identify and support needed management actions 

Monsormg ts generally conducted at key areas arthin cach allotment The key area 1s a relatively small 
portion of the rangeland It 1 sclected based on Mt» bocation, use or grazing value as the area on which to 
monitor the effects of grazing uve It 1s assumed that key areas. 1f property selected, will reflect the overall 
acceptab: ity of the current grazing management over the entire grazing unst (allotment or pasture) bach 
allotment ot pasture may have several hey areas Additionally. there could be one key mangement area im 
the allotment or pasture which represents a sengle area withen an allotment or pasture that influences or 
lomuts the management opportunties of the land surrounding | wamp.es of potential key management 
areas inc bude meadows and mpanan zones bach grazing unit allotment of pasture, may have more than 
ome key area, but tt may have only one hey management arca 

Monstormg methods must be surtable for the vegetation types, anemal species of resource conditio 5s 
that will be encountered The capability of the methods to detect subtle changes duc to management over 
short penods of terme must be carefully considered | or monitormng data to be meaningful and useful over 
tome. there must be consistency om the kinds of Jata that are collected and the manner in which they are 
collec ied However, the need for changes m sarmpling may occasionally arise when probloms are detected 


during a cursory review of the collected data, when analyzing and interpreting the data or when conducting 
an assessment or evaluation Senous consideration must be given to the effect changes will have on the 


histoncal value of exrsteng data prorto mst ing such changes 

The methods discussed here are the m . ds currently m use in the Owyhee Resource Arca. These 
methods are consistent with Siate Monntonng Crusdance as outhned in Minimum Monitorng Standards for 
BL M-Admuntstered Rangelands in Idaho and other documents and with Bureau Policy These are subject 
to change as a result of revisson um State or Na sonal Standards Quantitative and qualitative asses. nent 
methods are in buded 
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bcotegical Site lav eatery 

tcobagical Sac bevemiary (f SI) 0s the has mmvemary of presen and potential vegetation on BLM 
rangelands and prow ades data for dcicrmmemeng wate Capatelity wete Comdmon and reweuroe management 
otyectrves bcobogscal sites are differentiated on the hase of sagmificant differences mm bund. praparhan. cr 
amount of plant qnooe present on the plant community | cobagacal ste imvertary utehires souls the cumteng 
plant commun:ty and ccologacal ete dewonptom (range sites) to determine the appropriate coological site for a 
specif arca of rangeland and to awngn the appropnatc coobogecal tatus Ecological status ms the presert state 
of vegetaten of a range ste mm relation to the potent:al natural Communsty for that ene ht an cipresswon of 
the relativc degree to whach the binds. praportoms and amounts of plants na plant community resembie that 
of the potential natural plant Community for the ste lmvcmoary provides hascline data for scral tages and 
rem emtory provides data on change and progress of change 

Ecobogscal site emvemtory has not been conducted m the Owyhee Resource Arca The bas mvemtary of 
the Resources Arca was conducted m 1977-1978 utehzeng the Soul- Vegetation lnvemory Methad (SVIM) wtuch 
1 sommelar to FSI 











Rangeland Health (uwesment 

(Qualstatry¢ assessments of rangeland health provide managers « ith mformation on site stability and brotec 
mmtegrity in the Qualitat.ve Assessment Procedure. biotic and phrysscal indicators are evabuated for the s#te and 
an appropiate descruptiy ¢ category 1s selected for cach indicator to provide the observ ational rateng 
measurememt The vanety of mmdicators ev abuated include cover by vegetation lifeform. ground cover, species 
abundance ply sical omy rromment mdicators which assess son! and watershed stability including measures of 
wml movement and surface stability and brote em ronment components such as diversity and structure of the 
community, presence of cxotic plants, seed production and recrustment Indicators can be added or deleted 
depending on site requirements 

t valuation of the site asses ument 1s made relative to ecological reference areas. those areas m which 
ecological processes are functioning and which have resiliency to disturbance Subsequent to the rateng of the 
indicators. an evaluation of the site status 1s made based on the relative significance and rateng for each 
mdr sdual undec ator and thet relative role at the site This process provides a determination of the health status 


of the rangelands m a relatively raped fashron 


Vegetation | tilization 

Utshzation data ts collected to provide information concerneng the percentage of forage that has been 
consumed or destroyed on an area of rangeland during a specific penod of tume and the grazing pattern on the 
allotment Utihzation data are mmportant om evaluating the effects of grazing use on specific areas of rangeland 
and ide wifying areas of concentrated use 

The methods used i the Resource Area for measuring utilization im upland vegetation sites are the Key 
Forage Plant method. utihzation pattern mapping. and Cole Browse transects Utihzation im the mpanan zone 
ts monitored with stubble height measurements | tilization 1s generally expressed as a percentage of av aslable 
forage weight or numbers of plants, twigs. etc . that have been consumed or destroyed, and 1s expressed on 
terms of the current year's production removed Utilization tramsects are generally conducted at key areas 
within the grazing allotment These key areas are selected to reflect the general use pattern within the 
allotment of are arcas where sensitive resources occur 

The key forage plant method 1s an ocular estemate method of pudging utilization within one of six 
utilization classes on one or more key herbaceous and or browse species. The key forage plant transects are 
done at key areas using key forage species Mapping utilization patterns involves traversing the allotment or 
pasture to determine the levels of use throughout the pasture Utilization patiern mapping ts utilized m 
conyunction with the key forage plant method to determine the level of utilization the pasture has received, to 
identify areas recerving an unacceptable level of use and to identify usable areas which are not recenving use 
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The Cole browse method » utehired to manna icy browse speces and » conducted at icy areas The 
prmary species manmtared m the (rer hee Resource Arca» amiclape bmerbrush The method provides 
data om the bevel of utehzatnan of the Current years leader growth and on the age and form class of the 
shirts 

Craring wthizahon m mpanan -acs 1 determined by measuring the hc. ght of key grassbibke spocecs 
along a transect ond utelizang the modsan heught to determene an overall use bevel 

Uthzatan nm comadered th actual use and clemate data to determine resource use levels and to 
identify the need for adpustments in management atoms. adpustments mn grazing use levels. and or range 
ERGO CHNCTM FIEHOCTS 

Utehzatean 1s codlected annually for grazed pastures wrth an emphases on high pnority allotments 


Vegetation Trend 

Trend data are wmportant in determining the cffectrveness of on-the-ground management actions and 
«. |‘ “ateng progress tow ard meeting management obyect’ves and the standards fur rangeland health They 
indicate whether the range! od 1s moving toward or away from its potential or from achseving specific 
management objectives and meeting the rangeland health standards Trend refers to the direction of change 
and mundi ates whether rangeland vegetation 1 hemg martasned of 1s moving toward or away from the 
desired plant community of tow ard or away from other specif vegetation managemen’ objectives Trends 
of rangeland may be yudged by noteng changes im Composition density. cover, production. vigor. age class. 
and frequency of the vegetation. and related parameters of other resowrces 

The primary method utilized to monsor trend of the uplands m the Resource Area ts nested frequency 
The mndscator of trend monsored with this method ts frequency of occurrence of plant species The 
analysis 1s measuring the changes im the frequency of occurrence of a plant species over time Close-up 
and general view photographs are inc buded with this method Supplementing the nested frequency trend 
sites are ground cover data and shrub density 

The 3 3 photo plot method 1s also used ty measure trend This method includes taking a close-up 
photograph of a}. } foot plot and a general view photograph of the ot dy site Diagrams of plot 
vegetation are generally mnchuded with the } 1 3 photo plots 

Methads util od to monstor trend of mpanan hebstats include greenline, cover board, cross-channe! 
profiles and photo pots Crreentines are a line intercept methad to identify mpanan plant community types 
and monitor changes mm the communsty type over time Cover boards monitor changes in vertical coverage 
of shrub species along a transect: Cross channel profiles are used to monitor changes im the size and shape 
of th. stream channel Photo pornts are used to visually monsor changes im the mpanan zone at 
periaanently marked locations Ceneral vsew photographs are included with all of these methods 

Low -level. large-scale, color infra-red photography 1s also utilized to monstor trend of vegetation m 
npanan areas Measurements can be made from the photos to determine the amount of rpanan tree, shrub 
and herbaceous cover along the stream channels Repeat photography 1s utilized to determine if changes im 
the amounts and types of cover have occurred over terme 

Trend data are collected on a regular penodic basis depending on ihe allotment pnority 


A ildlife Monitoring 

Emphasis within the BL M's wiidlife program 1s on habrtat management and monstoring Methods for 
monrtonng upland. mpanan and aquatn wildlife habrtiat including vegetation utilization, cover, species 
composition, plant vigor, trend and water quality monitoring are addressed elsewhere in this appendix 
However, selected wik"’ .fe population monitoring 1s also necessary to fully assess the mmpacts of ongoing 
management actions an 1 astiocations 
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Promary cmptaen bore sidiefe popelaten maommanng man wx isl wat aoe although bemaod 
momnormg of same game and other nongame woe nm also comducted As teme fundeng and management 
seapragy cere neers. + prerepnaren hemrerny 

mromenorning of ex tal states raptor meets to determemne accupamcy and success (thes rs om addetcn to 
mcm ¢ mannarng of afl newtng rapaars wethen the Snake Rever Berds of Prey WC A). 

* amma! ord eomtct cagh Counts to munmcr wumtcring papulatam of hald and golden cagics we rthen 

omgu wlan wemcring arcas 

¢ trate ts wethen bang telled curiew mevteng habeat to determene the mummbver of breodsng pass and 

the cxtent of ox Cuped mewteng habetats 

¢  mewmetowrng of sage grouse by Counteng the numbers of burds present at sage grouse leks cach epring. 

°  peredda apet \ounts and or other breedsng berd surveys to momnor density and drveruty of 

novdrope al magrants and other birds w then schected habrtats. 

* mest mettong of hats to detormemne species Composition and relative abundance. 

* perro mmapection of most other Lnown apecial status epecies habvtats to confirm comtmucd 

spocies presence and extent of accuped habrtat 

°  pethet group transects to determuene the amount of wridiife use whch ms accurmng m specific 

habetats on vcgetation Communities 

Ths mantorng ts completed ether by HLM trologrets or others through \ anous types of 
agreements with the IDE AG. universities and other groups and orgamzatioms hav ing the required expertise 

Momtorng of game species 6 prmanty the responsiblity of the IDF AG with the accassonal 
asertance of BLM brologrets Hence hudes penads aenal and ground counts or surveys withen emportant 
deet clk. promehorn antelope bighorn sheep and upland game habvtats. as well as the collection of harvest 
and population. formation at humter che. 6 stations and through other types of hunter surveys 

The IDE AG also marntarss a datahase comtameng field obser, ation information for most special 
status species through its (on. -rwathon Data C enter 

Wildlife monmtonm, .» conducted on a regular base as apphcable for mdrvidual species 


Actual U se 

Actual use monitornng prov ides information concerning the actual amount of grazing use ooCUrTINg 
on an area of rangeland during a specific tome period It 1 a record of lrvestack use m each pasture of an 
allotment and represents forage consumed m terms of AUMs Livestock actual use 1s provided by the 
permittees Data ts verified by field checks and accassonal counts The report includes livestock aumbers, 


pasture usage and turn-out and gathering dates 
Actual use is collected im all “T and “M™ allotments annually 


| se Supervision 

I flective use super, ron with proper documentatron is an integral part of all rangeland monrtonng 
efforts It mmctudes not only tagging of counting livestock and observing distribution patierns but also 
INAPEcting range improvements, obser wm, apparent trend, grow mg conditions, wildlife and wild horse 
populations and movements. wildlife habitat, and watershed or mpanan conditions 

L se super rman ts conducted on a regular pervods basi depending on allotment pnonty 


b stimated | se 

E stemated use by wild horses ts derived from direct anual counts conducted aernally and on-the- 
ground, and from extrapolation One adult horse or one mare with foal are considered one animal unit A 
foal 1s considered an anmmal unit when it 1s determined to be sia months of ave or older 

E stemated use 1s collected mn all pastures on all of the wild horse herd management arcas 
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Witkd Her wes 

Components moannored for wrhd hommes om bude the vepetaticn resource wrhd hoarse men cments and 
peeterred arcas the piryse 9) Cm uronment and populate characterrstics The vegetation rence oc «oll the 
manmored wath the hea = -aceement utehirateon trend actual wee and evtemated use studies pres scueiy 
Grecunsed Sprecifix study wrtcs for wid harses may he etabiehed The movements of wrid horses 
momncred un bade adentrfy eng and recardeng scascmal use arcas (hoth summer and © eter) magratary routes 
bey use areas and crucial areas as they relate to the dntribynen of wild hares Mannarmng of the pirywcal 
em ronment in hades arcenmtar of the wen al components e! fh may influence the wid hearse popelate wm 
wma detromental or honefx cal fastean f warnpies un bude the presence or abwence of femoes roads tran. 
strearms and pring. 

Data collected on population Charactermtics of the rid harwes om bude estemates of numbers and 
populatian dynam. Population estemates are the enumeration of the anprowmmate nurrher of anemals 
mmhabeteng a epecifx area These estemates rl! be developed whenever wrid horse populations are adpusted 
on when cetermenmng cetemated use for a epecifx area Drrect counts well be used and may he evther total 
counts on a sampled Count of the Consus area Other papulation characteristics sampled mm compunctian w rth 
Populations amates om bude recordation of Color anemal conditan and average hand amemal size Perec 
ower atron of wild horses also provides population dynamx mmfoarmation comoerming the age class and ses 
rath: of amemals om the herd area whi h can be weed to determene praductry ity of the herd and recrutment of 
foals rmtco the adult age « laws 


Wild horses are mommnored penadcally throughout the year depending on the attribute hemg monnared 


(lmeate 

( bemate stuches pron ide a comparrsan of grazing seasom ¢ bemathx Condrham «ith long term normals 
Crop year ( September. June) precepriation accounts for approwmnately 80 percent of the vanation mn 
Vegetation production om the Intermountarn area ( lymate data 1s collected at a number of locations mm or 
around the Owyhve Resource Area inc huding NWS weather stators NRCS Snowtel and snow marker 
otes, and BLM RAW stations 

Depending on the \ anable clumate data are collected om a darly, monthly and or annual has 





Water Quality Fish Habitat 

The gaal of the Resource Areas « ater guality monitoring program is to detect progress made 
tow ard (or away fromm) meeting the objectives of the Clean Water Act and State of Idaho's Antidegradation 
Program § lements monstored in bude fecal coliform. « ater temperature. «ater Chemistry. sedementation. 
macrown ertebrate community, fish community Component. and stream rpanan habrtat 

Fecal coliform and « ater chemistry are monitored by derect sampling of the stream and subwequent 
water analysis Water temperature 1s collected through the use of mmstamtaneous readings oF Continuous 
recorders which record numerous daily readings over a penad of teme (Cobble embeddedness and Wotman 
pebble counts are utilized to monitor sedementation of the stream channel The fish community component 
ns montored utilizing electrofishing equipment to sample epecies of fish present The stream mpanan 
habrtat 1s manitored by collecteng information on streambank stabiirty and on mpanan vegetation 
Stroambank stability 1s determened by estemating the percent of the streambank surfaces in each of four 
stability classes The greenline method described earner 1s utilized for monntorng vegetation change at the 
water edge (Other components measured inc bude age class of woody especies, herbaceous mpanan stubble 
height and overstroam canopy coverage Detaled descriptions of methodologres can be found mm Bore 
Destrict 's Water Quality Program Crude (1992) 

Water quality data are collected on a regular basis as nceded to monnor the unpacts of management 
actors 


9 
Owyhee Resource Management Plan _ oo 








Avervemeret and |: slestioe 

The anahyen and emorpretaten of amomary and mamnoring data are cutromety umgeertare oo the 
© aluateemn management atom to determine thes progress im mocting owcurce Management otyoctrves 
cmthomed om the RMP and on the determnatin Cam eTmeng the progress tow ard mocting the stardards for 
rangeland health The process must he carefully accompirehed te determine if adpustments om grazing use 
and manageomonm atom arc needed and if a to ehat crien 

The aesceamnont or eo ahugtemn waves ervotves Complete review of the av aslable momnorimng and 
cater Gata om hudeng amy mec ewsary analyen emenpretatan or cy abuation and reovece of the management 
emotes am eecll in order for management actham to he mamnared and progress to he ev abuater the 
cemectrves mest he measercatic and reasonably attarnatle « then a reascmatle termeframe bm scorme cases 
dete tom of a trond tow ard the dewred \ ahue may he sufficrent to pustify Comtenuation of the management 
Pratice Peng cv ahuated expecially oo paw condition rangelands «here vegetater.. atyectrves well be 
atlamaihc cml) on the homg term Progress mm mocteng the management atyectry:s «ull he ev abused and 
recommendatrors made for management Changes or changes mm monnanng techmgucs or other areas The 
asscyement will pron ide the enformatoan necessary to make a determematiom if the standards for rangeland 
health are herng acherved or rf segmrfic amt progress ms hewng made tow ard meeteng the standards The deta! 
and umemerty of the assessment w rll he dependent om the complerrty of the resource concerts om the 
alk trreret 

Avec esr vt are Comduated om a regular hast as dete mined by the emplementatiom of pres ried 
management atroms the grazeng cvi le length allotment prar ues fradeng and the momntormng sc tech be 





80 | Owyhee Resource Management Plan 














(RAAAAA AAA AAA A A A A A A A A A A A A | 





Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) 


ACEC s ave defined m the Foders! Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) as areas wethen 
tre putin lands where ape ial Managemen aMenmtcn m reguered to protect and preven orreparabic damage 
to cmpertant brtark Cultural of wenn vabues fied and eridhefe resources or ather natural syeietm cr 
Procewacs af to progect hurnan bie and safety fromm natural havards Areas devgnated a Research Natural 
Areas (RN As) and Onstetandeng Natural Arem (COS As) are also dewgnated as AC ECs 





Coffey Butte Black Bette Archacotegical District ( 7.7% acres) 

The Guffey Bute Black Butte Archacolagical District was first desgmeted as an ACEC on March 0. 
1983 om the Kuna Management Framework Plan The boundary encompasses 32.228 acres (26,714 public 
land acres) along 3) mbes om hoth the north and sewth sides of the Snake River ( aryan and corresponds 
wth the Snake Rewer Berds of Prey Natural Area bowndery evtablhed m 197, The area ms wethen the 
Snake River Beds of Prey National ( omsery ation Area established wn 199) by Publx Lae 10364 About 
7.780 acres of the Guffey Butte Black Bute ACEC are wethen the Owyhee Resource Area The remamder 
of the ACEC « lacated mm the Bruneau Resource Arca 

Thx Crufley bute Black Bute Archacotogs al District has long been Lnown to he an area of mntemac 
prefestork accupation bts sgmficance «as recognized by mts placement... the National Regreter of Histor 
Places m February, 1979 The | 14 snes wtuch comprise the district mchude 2 wide drverwty of historc and 
pretrstork estes The hrstark srtes mc tude Swan falls Dam (ruftcy townsste and rastroad bridge and the 
Halverson Bar mereng settlement A portan of the Oregon Trar! also passes through the area The pretes- 
torn sites un bude a epectacular rock art ete known as the Woes Har petrogivp field and Shelihach ( ave. 
the firet scxentifically excay ated ene m idaho 


Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ( 141.7% acres) 

The Owyhee Rivor Bighorn Sheep Habutat Arca was firet dessgnated as an ACEC on March 9), 198) m 
the Bruneau and Owyhee Management framework Plans "he ‘oundanes of that AC 1 ( encompassed 
| 80.000 acres along the Owyhee River and m the Battle Creek Deep Creek -Last Fork Owyhee River av 
the South Fork Owyhee River areas, | 29.76) acres m the Owyhee Resource Area with the rommarnder m the 
Bruneau Resource Area The ACEC was designated to protect and enhance habrtat for mghorn seen to 
mammtan or rmprove the habrtat to at least a goud range condition class and to protect am aria the 
soem and nati.al vabues present mm the area Habitat evaluation has resulted on identification of an add 
tonal | 2.033 acres of sustable taghorn sheep habutat for 2 total of 141,796 acres or the hw vice Resource 
Area The ACEC ts located wethen the followeng ora Weiderness Study Areas (¥ SAs) of "he O wy? 2 
Resource Area Owyhee River Canyon, Lathe Owyhee River, Owyhee iver-Leep ( reva, Sowth ort 
Owyhee River, Yatahoney Creek, and Jumper Creek. All ott of these avons havc Seen reoc onded as 
surtable for wriderness designation The Tules area wtach cnoompasses !14 acres te © ether “he 5 nutheast 
portion of the Bighorn Sheep Habriat Area ACEC (see description below) The Tutes 1s designated as an 
RNA only sence a ts encompassed by the much larger ACEC 

(forma ygharn sheep. a Bl M sonsstive snecies which formerty oocugmed the region, were remtre 
duced amo this area during the 1960. It 1s estemated that about SOO. 700 bughorns GKocupy thie arca at the 
present tune and ets amtcepated that the populations will comteue to expand mmto sa,ccen! habe iat un Ne- 
vada The tighorns ‘lave a\ready extended thew range mto the adjacent habutat mi Oregon fe adtrmon to 
taghorn socep the area also comtams a drverswty of other enecial status anemal eneces -« hucieng & entering 
bald cagles. {17 agssows hewhs sage grouse. redband trow! and several enecees of bats and meotrog ai 
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mmgrmory berds The AC EC abso comtaem Cruces! doer eemer hatnat. as well as haben! for pronghern 
amchoge mewtiarn hom mvc ater heave (taka and a drverety of emtertow | rapier and athe nongame 
fords cnarmemahs roptkcs and argthitan qe type all) ance ted eth rypanan carvor and shrub weg 
hateists The arca comtars numeroan rugged deep canvam «tah have cxceprscmathy Ingh scone guabity 
eon Oe Oe ytoe Rivet a peqnular carly qaring © hace ater basting rrvet Ths rrver segment hes heen 
recoenwmemdod santaie aa Comgnement of the Wed ant Soom Ry om ryeiem ft has also heen drengnated a 
a Stream Sogmert of ( encern (SSN) 





Rewlder ( reek (6.978 acres) 

Bowker ( reek mn Comprreed of a deep & ondeng Carver «tach cuts through a hasalt and riryotme table 
land A 10.74! acre arce was rooegmered as an Chutetanding Natural Arca (CON A) om the 198!) Owyhee MFP 
Pasco cm Peg h sot \ahucs amd mmattapbe natural remcurce values brterden etenary analyern com baded that 
6.978 putin Land acres meet the ACEC crnerma Thos area me dewgnated an ( hutetandeng Natural Area (CNA 
MTC) 

The dormenant plant Communities ropresctitied om the areca mm tude wevtern pumener idaho fe ue 
(beemepm rms omc cdemtalis bextin a tdahewwnss:) amd western pumeper tere sagetrush ( 4rtemissa artuen wie) om 
adkdrtrcm to the reparan shruh Component The area alee comtanm a nummer of ane tal states anemal ener ses 
om buchong rodhamd trowt sage growse and several apecies of hats and neetrapc al mmgratery herds as ect! as 
cithet a rhbbrfe ome huchong clk mmeke deer mowntarn hen prongtior amchane creer atier beaver chubar 


partrede and a diversity of watertow | raptor. mammals and other nomgame ened res 


( masher Mewetain (277 acres) 

( mmahar Mowmtarn om the eastern cdge of the Owyhee Mountarn aad at an elev ation of 7 (00 feet. 
comtamm cxcetion exvampl sof reasonably undreturhed high cles atom mowntarn mahogawy (( «ex arp 
bediteiws) Dewglas fir Preudetuee menos) ond subalpene fer ( 4fues lassen arpa) communmes bf also 
rm bees a how sagetrush bhuctum fh wheatgrass (der gr rom spr aterm) COREY Cm aw Unde weRH pewtecm 
of Hayden Peak EF wtemerve hrstencal as we"! as current use of the Owyhee Mountams has resulted mm few 
wach Commmeneties on cxcetiont Comdmtean Therefore ( em oar Meountamn serves as 4 abuable rangeland 
refereme area Because of ts clevat oo (C mmahar Mountem abso has nigh soem vabues A summer of 
epectal status anemal epecies are knew no expected te occur em the area ime hudeng sage growse one or more 
epecies of hats amd moutrapa a! mograiory herd: and a drvereuty of other wridhfe gneces meobude, oft mule 
deet mowntarn ham several neces of qr. J ath re oimgeme amemah ( maahar Meuntam 1 desig 
nated a Research Natural Area (RNA ACEC) 


( eal Mine Bevin (1604 acres) 
The extomerve and colorful ash beds presen (Coal bee boon comtan a drverse assemblage of plant 


communities. three BLM epectal status car’ unex - ia. dover. of apectal states and other anema! 
apecies, socom values and fossils of both \ertch ses ame vents Scoth etchleaf ( Memtoetia modifies). 
P «tard s bomatewm (/omarwm pactardes | and hee veilow haceha (PRaceta lutea vat calve), are 


narrow enderms Bl M semutrve plant enecces present at) cra! cations wetiun the area (Wher apecea! 
status plants wach as (hw yhee clover ( rjolam omvheone and menmal prncesphur ( Vanieve 

. wtertlera) grow a smelar habetats bet have mot yer heen fowmnd on the: area Plant communstees om bude 
Wormeng sagebrush binotunch wheatgrass (47768 ci Poidemtiota wap = Vem enpemss) Moura mahogarry 
idaho fescue Wyornng sagetrust, idaho feaue (eroat Base) we rkdrye (b /) ees rmerews) needle and thread 
grass (Stipa comata) and low sage Idaho fesow bowels of racts leaves fieh Orecdomts and horses may 
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be found throughout the area. The layering and color variation of the ash flows combined wath their 
topographic re‘ief create a rugged and highly scenic landscape. Among the special status anzmai species 
known or very likely to occur are sage grouse, pygmy rabbit. and several species of bats anc peotropical 
migratory birds as well as mule deer, pronghorn antelope, chukar, gray partndge, and a diversity of raptors 
and other nongame birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians. This a: <a ts designated a Research Natural 
Area (RNA/ACEC). Seven hundred fifty-five acres (755) adjacent to this area were addressed by the Vale 
District, Oregon BLM for designation as an RNA/ACEC in the October 1998 Draft Southeast Oregon RMP 
EIS. If designated in Oregon, the two adjoming areas would have the same name and be referred to 
collectively as the Coal Mine Basin RNA/ ACEC. 


Jump Creek Canyon (612 acres) 

Jump Creek Canyon contains excellent examples of several different undisturbed mpanan communities 
along its perennial stream, a diversity of special status animal and other wildlife species, pockets of excellent 
condition Wyoming sagebrush-bluebunch wheatgrass, and high scenic valucs. Ripanan communities include 
syringa-red-osier dogwood (Philadelphus lewis -Cornw stolonifera), water birch-syninga (Betula 
occidentalis), and a water birch gallery forest. Special status animal species include redband trout which 
occur throughout the length of the creek, several species of bats and neotropical migratory birds that are 
known or expected to occur within mpanan and canyon habitats bordering the creck and adjacent sagebrush 
steppe uplands, and the Mojave black-collared lizard which occurs in outcrops near the lower end of the 
canyon. Mule deer, mountain hon, various raptors and other nongame birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians 
and fish also occur within this unique area. The presence of numerous waterfalls, springs, pools, and steep 
canyon walls have created a unique and highly scenic environment. A small portion of the area 1s currently 
designated as a recreation site, and the remainder is within the Jump Creek SRMA. Jump Creek ts desig- 
nated as a Stream Segment of Concern (SSOC). 


McBride Creek ( 261 acres) 

McBride Creek provides habitat for four BLM sensitive species, including smooth stickleaf, barren 
milkvetch ( Astragalus sterilis), Cusick’s false yarrow (Chaenactis cusickii), and Malheur yellow phacelia 
All four are limited in distribution to volcanic ash flows on or near the Idaho-Oregon border. The area is 
designated a Research Natural Area(RNA/ACEC). 


North Fork Juniper Woodland ( 4,204 acres) 

This area includes the North Fork Owyhee River Canyon and several tributary drainages which shed 
water from rhyolitic rock outcrop uplands at 5,000 to 5,800 feet elevation. This area was designated as an 
Outstanding Natural Area (ONA) in the 1981 Owyhee MFP. The area was also evaluated on the basis of 
“iMustrative character, condition, diversity, rarity, and value for science and education” and, in 1987, the 
National Park Service recommended that the area be designated the North Fork Owyhee River National 
Natural Landmark (*:NL) as the best example of a “montane western juniper woodland subtheme ” in the 
Columbia Plateau Natural Region 

This area ts dominated by a canopy of old-growth and mature stands of western juniper, with an upland 
understory of Idaho fescue intermingled with low sagebrush. Willow (Salix), chokecherry (Prunus 
virginiana), dogwood, alder (Alnus spp.), currant (Ribes spp.), wild rose (Rosa woodsii), sedges (Cares 
spp.) and grasses are dominant along the perennial and intermittent stream channels in the canyon bottoms 
The area supports a number of special status animal species including redband trout and several species of 
bats and neotropical migratory birds as well as other wildlife including elk, mule deer, mountain hon, river 
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otter, beaver and a diversity of waterfowl, raptors and other nongame birds, mammals, repules and amphib- 
1ans typically associated with western juniper, mpanian and shrub steppe habitats. This segment of the North 
Fork Owyhee River has been recommended suitable as a component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers system 
The area 1s also within the North Fork Owyhee River WSA which has been recommended surtable for 
wilderness designation. This area ts designated an Outstanding Natural Area (ONA/ ACEC) 


Pleasant Valley Table (1,467 acres; Plant communities) 

Present within Pleasant Valicy Table are excellent examples of Owyhee sagebrusi:-Sandberg blucgrass 
(Artemisia papposa-Poa secunda) and low sagebrush-idaho fescue community types. The area has 
remained relatively undisturbed due to its rocky terrain. Owyhee sagebrush was at one time listed as 3 
special status plant species in Idaho, but 1 has since been removed from that list. Although 1 ts still a 
regional endemic, it .» ...o7e common than previously beleved. However, extensive and good conditvon 
communities dominated by this species are rare. Pleasant Valicy Table also contaims a rare community type 
occupied by silver sagebrush ( Artemisia cana) and Idaho fescuc. A number of special status animal species 
including sage grouse and several species of bats and neotropical migratory birds are known or expected to 
occur within the arca as well as other wildlife including elk, mule deer, mountain hon, .ad a diversity of 
raptors and other nongame birds, mammals, reptiles and arnphibians typically associated with sagebrush 
steppe habitats. The entire area ts within the North Fork Owyhee River WSA which has been recom- 
mended sustable for wilderness designation. This area ts designated a Research Natural Arca(RNA ACEC) 


Sommercamp Butte (440 acres) 

This area ts noteworthy for rts extensive, good ecological condition mountain mahogany -blucbunch 
wheatgrass community type. The rmrock butte top supports a mountain mahogany -gland occan-spray 
(Holodiscus dumosus) community type. Mountain mahogany communities are currently poorly represented 
in special management arces within the Owyhee Uplands ecological region. The Sommercamp Butte area 
ranges in clevation from 6,000 to 6,360 fect. Because of its elevation, Sommercamp Butte also has rela- 
tively high scenic valucs. It 1s bordered to the north and cast by State of Idaho land. Special status animal 
species known or expected to occur im the areca include sage grouse, numerous neotropical migratory birds, 
bats, and a diversity of other wildlife including elk, mule deer, pronghom, and a variety of raptors and other 
nongame species. Sommercamp Butte ts designated a Research Natural Arca(RNA ACEC) 


Squaw Creek (150 acres) 

Iwo of the three physically separated portions of Squaw Creek are represented by excellent condition. 
low clevation Wyoming sagebrush-blucbunch wheatgrass communities. The northeast segment ts within the 
Hardtngger Wild Horse Herd Management Arca. Both of the northern segments have been partially pro- 
tected from livestock grazing by a lack of water, topography, and the presence of an old road-cut on all but 
one side. The third parcel to the south burned in 1989, and 1s now a bluchunch wheatgrass community, 
with Wyoming sagebrush beginning to return. It ts also mm excellent condition duc to nearly complete 
isolation from grazing for many years. Ail areas contamn an extensive microhotic soul crust, resulting in little 
exposed soul. Squaw Creek 1s particularly valuable as a rangeland reference area, since so few low clevation 
bunchgrass communities in excellent condition remaim. Spectral status animal species known of likely to 
occur in thes area include sage grouse, Califorma bighorn sheep, and several species of bats and neotropical 
migratory birds as well as other wildlife including mule deer, chukar, gray partridge, and a diversity of 
raptors and other nongame birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians This arca ts designated a Research 
Natural Area( RNA ACEC) 
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The Badlands (1 833 acres) 

The broken volcanic topography of The Badlands yields an area of high scenic valuc and diverse 
botanical features. The area's dominant plant communities include westemn juniper-low sagebrush-ldaho 
fescue and an uncommon bunchgrass community comprised of California oatgrass (Danthonia californica), 
with lesser amounts of Idaho fescue. The global distribution of the latier community, present only in dry 
washes and small upland pockets within The Badlands, is unknown, but 1 ts presurnably uncommon in 
idaho. Simpson's hedgchog cactus (Pediocactus simpsnii vat. robustior), a BLM sensitive plant species, ts 
present where other vegetation ts sparse and souls are thin and rocky. Bailey's ivesia (/vesia haileyi), a 
regional endemic of rhyolitic canyon walls, also occurs on sustable habitat within The Badlands. The area 
supports a number of special status animal species including sage grouse and several species of bats and 
neotropical migratory birds and a diversity of other wildlife including mule decr, mountain hon, and a vanety 
of raptors and other nongame birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibian specics. The Badlands 1s designated 
a Research Natural Area (RNA/ ACEC). 


The Tules ( 114 acres) 

The Tuies ts an abandoned oxbow of the Owyhee River where the nver ts incised 300 feet into the 
Owyhee Plateau. Most of the area ts tsolated from grazing by the steep canyon walls. It is located within 
the Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC, the Owyhee River SRMA and the Yatahoncy Creek 
WSA. The river has also been designated a Stream Segment of Concern (SSOC) and has been recom- 
mended suitable as a component of the Wild and Scenic Rivers system. The Tules contain a diverse 
assemblage of plant communities, from npanan to upland. Its mpanan communities include red-osier 
dogwood-coyote willow (Salix exigua), hardstem bulrush (Scirpus acutus), and water sedge-beaked sedge 
(Carex aquatilis-C_ rostrata). Upland communities of seven different types are present, including mountain 
big sagebrush-bluecbunch wheatgrass ( Artemisia tridentata ssp. vasevana), basin big sagebrush-needle and 
thread grass (4 tridentata ssp. tridentata), basin big sagebrush-Great basin wildryc, low sagebrush- 
bluebunch wheatgrass, gray rabbitbrush-Sandberg bluegrass (Chrvsothamnus nauseosus ), and ninebark 
(Physocarpus malvaceus). In addition, the BLM sensitive plant species, rattlesnake stickseed (Hackelia 
ophiohia), occupies portions of The Tules. Mosi of the special status animal and other wildlife species 
associated with the Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC are also known or expected to occur 
within this area, although The Tules ts of special importance to waterfowl and a large diversity of other 
species dependant upon or associated with wetland mpanan habitats. This arca ts designated a Research 
Natural Arca(RNA). The Tules ts designated only as an RNA since it 1s encompassed by the much larger 
Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Arca ACEC 
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Satmtastery | enatetactery | Satetactery | | oatetacsery 
Stream Name (*1) Alloument Numbersi *2.3.4) Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Crock Osos 1.57 1.57 
se wulder (tech 0526) RIE! 00 i 
06 4b 009 009 
06 304b 056) 1 39 135 
Si) 056) 3 272 
06312 0526) 0.1? Lit 123 
06413 05626 1.23 1.02 
La 0640! 11% 11% 
Big Springs Creek Osos >47 > $7 
Cabin Creck 110 05611 Lig 
os0l: U4 454 O45. 1 454 
S611 107 
Castle Crock 05411 zit 
UsITS Te 
05415 2 S7 
05416 | 88 
06264 43 
06 66 0.73 
Combunation Creek S94) 010 029 
0594) 0s9S! OR? 
Os95! 1.18 
otal Creech 111 USATT TRS 
Corral Creek Ti4 S611 096 
Corral Creek osol? 181 1.14 0.67 
O56) +2 
Cottle Creek SOK 3 102 144 052 
Cow Creek S58 3 Cu? 
06522 ow 
Current Creek T2! S202 0.62 
Curren Creek OS 202 403 103 
S4%) Li > 80 1.27 > 80 
0s99) 443 0 9% a0 0 9% 
$99) S48) 004 004 
0899) 548) O47 
East Fork Squaw Cr 05165 0 57 0 4% 
SSH te Li Lo 
0556 %w 0.06 0.06 
N/A TED) o.13 
Tan Fork Trout C7 hE R! wT 7 ie ol 
05625 0.7) 0.71 
[TT Rea Canyon Cr 06 441 6.13 
EF Red Canyon Cr. T2 06441 123 
EF Red Canyon Cr T3 (644) 0) 86 
LF Red Canyon Cr T4 OH +4) 0.$7 
Fart Crock OS0R4 2.26 0 48 
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Satestactery | enatetactery Satrtacter, | mratinta tery 
Suecam Name Alloaument Numbers * Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Flt Crock (Hard up) 05031 049 
Flam Crock 04651 0.0) 
Os0%1 OO! 
633) 0.17 
Hardingger Creech 05162 0.03 
Osiat 143 +s! 
OS164 413 413 
05165 06! 00) 
N/A JAG 
Han Crock OS%)1 00} 
OSRRY 20) 
6411 04) 
Hells Creek Oso) 2 
Jordan Creek 04671 001 
Osos 4 0.4] 4% 
OS0S4 OR} 
OSOR4 Ss 4 Lol 
05261 0% 
0844) S804 178 
OSG9S~4 1 Re 
OS70) 0%) 
us70) Par 
OSRO} 2.25 
SRO 3 00) 
S80 3 OSROS 074 
OSROS sas 3 Ri 078 
S805 5261 43 0% 
OSROS O44 
0658) 1% 
0659) 054 0.47 
Jonephine Creek Os0)) 2.15 123 
sa?) oos 
Os7si 0 6% 0 49 117 
S87) S871 | 4) 26 28 
S876 0 OR 
Ott | 0>1 
jump Creek S212 0.29 0.29 
604) OSi4) | oR 2.72 29) 1.79 
Jumper Creek OS012 049 2.74 049 27 
Os4tt 047 
OSH1) 0 4% 
Little Cow Creek 652) O78 
Lathe Hardtrigger OSi63 0.04 0.04 
OS 164 2.57 257 
Little Mebride Creek Osis) 0 9% 0 OR 
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Satestactery | U esatetactery | Sateetactery | | eaatetactary 
Stream Name Allotment Numbers * Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Lathe South Crock 05391 001 
OS4810 1.15 
06341 OR! 
Lathe Squaw Crock OS15i 0.9 
0556) | 48 
05655 oo 
N/A 0.25 
Lath Thomas Crock os47i 069 069 
05487 0.70 1.16 0.70 1.16 
Lounssa Crock 06013 0.29 2M 267 
O61 44 0.24 0.24 
Louse Creck Uaioe Te T 24 
Macks Creck OS0RS >w 104 1.26 
McBride Creek 04761 0.10 0.10 
osis2 0 06 0 06 
05254 0.79 0.80 
05656 261 26! 
Meadow Creeb OStit OR? 
S343 SO SO 
S89 094 
N/A 0.17 0 04 
Middle Fork Owyhee Os +91 > oR 
S401 067 0.67 
06451 294 0 6% 
06451 06453 > 76 029 
06453 ow 
Murphy Creek SOR 3 094 163 
Nichols Creek Oss4i TREY 0.49 O4 0 49 
OS601 0.32 
05625 00) 
Nickel Creek OS4RK S48 I6a 26) 263 
Noon Creck 117 TLR! v0 a 
$20) 1.18 1.18 
Noon Creek OsOL $i) si) 
oso oso? o7i ov) 
S20) 20% 203 
North Boulder Creet 0465) os74? iol 
0465) 0894) 0.10 
0483) 0.16 
OsiiM 044 
0894) 021 021 
06 Vida 002 002 
06 4a 0594] O31 O31 
06 W4b 05941 0 69 069 
06 VO4b OS9S| 1.10 1.10 
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Satta tory | Umattatory | Setter | mnatntactery 6 
Stream Name Allcamem Numbers * Miles Miles Mibes Miles  ] 
North Fork Cautle SS SC! —iLa> 123. e 
Ls .) 
416 iw aM 6 
06011 02) 62) _ ] ® 
N/A 0.2? 0 20 
North Fork Macks S084 LR Lil | 99! 6 
OS0m § 0.23 023 
North Fork Owyhee 0470! 0539) 048 O45 © 
aso1? 0s 99? 14) 14) 6 
‘ : RR oe) e 
oso1? 0446) 20M aT 2.08 oT 
2 — Se a  ) 
OSOL} OS4%! 1% a9 e 
0s>0> 1 45 
“S20? S481 0.79 e@ 
eee. 8 Lil aR. i _.  ) 
NOG us 99? 101 
NECG 0S 194 2.10 6 
North bork Sinker OS69Sa 4.17 4.17 ® 
Owyhee River 0540) S84! 143 001 
0s40) 0629) 0.19 6 
0s40) 06294 26) e 
OCrmyhee River 05404 06292 6. 
OS48 6b asna? 274 To 6 
OS84 OO; 
ose O01 © 
Tak Osm4i aE 6 
(i 144 S84) 273 Ps 
0 444 0sK4) 0% | 68 
NVA > $i 6 
Peach Creek TRL O4) 
Pedracem bork O69 Sb 097 09) © 
Packet Creek LEP.) ny 101 6 
SEED to 1 e 
SRK 4 091 091 
sno] Bu 139 6 
WA 0.20 020 e 
Pleasam Valley 0546) 109 106 
0546) 05461 24) 24) 6 
Rabi Creek | OSi73 T LSs es 
osits | 107 410 
N/A | 0.12 6 
© 
© 
©@ 
6 
® 
© 


90 _ Owyhee Resource Management Plan 






























































































































































Arca 
parstabery 
Miles 
Red Canyon Crock 0$40) ose4i 00s 
06MI 004 
06443 $40) 1.17 cc $24 
—_—_—_—_— 
on.) 002 
Reynolds (reek OsoR? 23 453 246 a7 
OS161 O28 0.10 o.18 
06515 =’ 
Rack Crock OS74) 4437 337 
os7si 1” ors 
ose? Om oOo 
06012 O61 41 1% O82 1.14 
O61 41 06) 024 0 8 
Rome Creek g$74) 1.20 Lis 
751 o¢éM | 039 0.7) 
OS872 05? 0.52 
asa?) 0s74) 0 06 
sera 105 105 
Salmon Creech OsOR) 297 297 
; Oil Ol) 
S165 020 2.20 
06161 0.10 0.10 
NA 0.10 0.10 
Sootch Bob Creek OSG9Sa 0.77 077 
S69 Sb 2.20 
Senker Creek Osisi 004 
rae ~ OOD 
"a1 TAR) a9) 
os7a? Ossi 1o% 
06541 0.70 
South Creek ose} Par 24 
OS4810 09% 09} 
S487 0 #9 O89 
S487 O6S7II 091 091 
O6S711 0% 0% 
South Boulder Creet 0526) ses) ois ois 
2 SoS) O80 
060002 06501 0.45 
06501 iM 
South Fork Castle 05416 16 
South Fork Macks | QS0R4 033 i 
SOR $ 047 1” 
0620) 00) 00) 
Sowth bork Semker 569% oo} oo} 
OS69 Sb Sat S ty 


























Owyhee Resource Management Plan _ 9) 










































































































































































] 
] 
© 
. 
] 
] 
; ] 
Surcam “Narne Allotment Numbers * Miles Mibes Miles Males ] 
Sauce Crock $132 0.47 6 
Creek os22i 072  ) 
Soom Os el KT 73 
0339) tele a7 in _ © 
0S 99? O61Sia 0.01 e 
05393 05 991 nm i oo 
Qs391 Ml La in © 
05994 "Ey 0.57 e 
LS 84 is? Li 2s, 1 08) 
05561 > 5) 0.33 © 
05$62 120 1.20 e 
OS S646 it i 
tena] on tn . 
Se O25 O23 e 
0635! 0655S la 0.02 
Stetee Calkch OSG9%Sa 1% 104 6 
Sacom Creek ose! 095 ® 
ositi 0 4) 
EL OTT Ty TRL  ] 
osii2 ois  ) 
eee TE a he 
241 0 $9 © 
O6 ta o™M  ] 
Thema: Creek S487 LL» LO 
N/A 020 0.20 © 
“Tron Crock wor au, 1 08 1 097 | OM 1 e 
ssa) o1% oi} 
TTT O0T “aor ® 
West Fork Red Canyon O59) LSS 155 @ 
0s401 0s +91 17 17 
0s401 (msi 414 414 6 
441 244 e 
Yew fort Sguae OsS6 te om om 
West bork Trews 0ss4} 0.74 0.74 @ 
Ose 107 107 6 
Withams Creek 0505} 102 La 
[——as0ss “29 oo} © 
Welham C reet oOs201 04% 6 
O09 | 0.26 
TLC oo 6 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
© 
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(*1) A“T” wath followeng digits after a stream mame indicates an unnamed wibutary to that atrcam 


(*2) The fort four dogets endicate the allotment number Any following digits oF letters indicate 2 specif 
pesturc wethen that allotrment 


. 
;*5 


WA’ mndicates an arca not wethen a BLM grazeng allotmem 


(*4) Two allotment or allotment/pasture numbers on a bene endacate that the stream 1 blacated between 
ther 


See Map RIPN.1! for a dreplay of thes data 
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Species 





Multord « mlb vectich 


4atreagrea/ecs corse! te or dese 


\ egetation Type 





medic and thread grass 





‘snake River mulkvetch 
4strageles prect whe: var 
caphenr ne me ‘ 








Trot ( reck efi wetch 


A ctreagraleas seal enn: revi s 








halt dew’ shrub 





shallow clay. often 
recky 


me sagebrush 





















































Ibea he lee eager ve oPrees 








Barren mulkwvetch t volcansn ash aparsely vegetated 
4Mstreagealas sterilis mls wethen 
hagebrush steppe 
Oxgood Mowntarns milk vetch t; volcan condet mountarn beg 
4streegreales vorder welleamest hoarn sagebrush swalcs 
odge of pummper zone 
Konme's desertgrass S Unk moran salt desen shrub 
Bleghartdeac time himgis 
Palmer's cveneng promrose t sand OPEN sites en 
( amissonmia prealomre Y pagebrush steppe 
( weeckis false yarrow t; volcan ash aparecly vegetated 
( hewmen tis «wen hi pose ot bs w ithen 
hagebrush steppe 
Drecsecrt pemcustrcrn S sam salt desert shrub 
( haem tis stevvordes 
(srecleyis wavew rng t; vokcann ash eparscty vegetated 
C perce ws a omlis Vat hoarse sand heer hs wether 
grecieovorwm sagebrush step 
[irmeresta Ss volcan condet sagebrush step 
Dremercsta herwelli peervepret 
Hac galupy's dow nengta s phemerally wet vernal pots 
[ Devee mrewrgrecs Peeve tgrea/vagres gts more 
White catonmetla 5 volcan condet sagebrush step. 
atemeila miveed sam 
Matted cowpre buch whe at t; wvbitec lermestorne walt desert shrub 
/ Ads Ohad ded steom Alene , lak « brencl woveb errecoryt « 
frere hestecdese 
White margined war plant s warved curl tne salt desert shrub 
Coli prepped mearginate Derrve ste re 
Wattleanah< sth heood ‘, rhyolite cliffs ase of canyon walls 














“ a 
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Species 





Halies ruwh 
Prorne tas breailes 


—— 
\ egeta 





Vem 





on wetland 





Davis peppergrass 
Legudium davis 


wparsely vegetated 
play as 





Inch-high bupene 
1 segrervees somme tealis 





Srmaoth steck leaf 
Menticlia mollis 


p yareely \egetated 
wert bs we ether 


pagebrush steppe 





Riged threadbush 
Neomen lads rigidus 





rrdet 








Semmprecen's hodgethoeg cactus 
Predoom cae Cees semmprecomet var 


rv rPressfecw 


walt chosert shrub 









then sen! conver 
rhycolrte 





Jamieh's Ponstermean 


Preweste reve pearet beter 


Jiorw sagetrush 
perEpeT ZOMNE 








lake hed scchrmerrts 


nalt chesert sbrwh 





Matheur yvethow phacela 


‘, verke arene awh 











apaersety vegetated 















































(bw yhee «hrver 


To eherdveeom cree + tree wi ve 





Phawialtwtea vat calvea wees we ether 
pagebrush steppe 
| cast phaceta honwrr vee Pare sites 
Phreae eltca mmrenneetin soma ~apectaily wrth false 
helleteore at rrved 
“hey at rcrrrs 
Armual beret hotereush waar! NH chesert strut 
Psctthvtetes avvreee 
l te laches tresses forme same to mes to wet 
\rereorethee s deleer vealis Chess scrrmet prres tree ack rw s ame! 
beghly organn to tepartan habeta . 
th aleme 
Horcrreal prrrre csgrberrree t; “ep clay sermbs Sparsely \ cpetated 
Vernleva comtertiflora with cracked oct hs we et Per 
weet face pagebhrush stopp. 
Sty bow bere M ePeaet bere ww wth re ard etrfl 
Noy deme lemme feleagrewveres vokaenns gravel on rag etoreesty 
weet fan « 
Amer an wenn sage 5 pererially rrcrret riparian habetats 
Tew remem « aomaden ve ‘ar with gravelly 
ome tebe wetente be ® Peer’ 





‘; vevk arn aah 


eparsely vegetated 
yee els we et Pers 


eagetyruesh step 
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All plants included in the table are listed as “Sensitive” by the BLM. 


Species denoted by a “G" are those that are rare throughout their entire range. 
(G = Globally Rare) 


Species denoted by an "S” are those that are rare within Idaho, but are generally more common elsewhere. 
(S = State Rare) 


Species denoted by “LT” are federally listed as “Threatened” by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under 


the Endangered Species Act of 1973 
(LT = Listed as Threatened) 


An additional fifteen species are also known from at least one location im the resource area. They are not 
included in the table because there 1s still insufficent data upon which to base a recommendation regard- 
ing their appropriate classification. It is likely that some of these, as well as additional species, will be 
included on the BLM sensitive plant list in the future. As more information becomes available, some 
species on the current list may be determined to be abundant or stable enough to no longer need special 
Status. 
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Species Status Key Habitats | Occurrence 
Bald Fagic TST Chiff canyon ‘ommon winicr 
Halhacetus leucocephalus npanan resident along Snake 
River, uncommon along 
Jwyhee River and 
major drainages 
Peregrine Falcon Ss Chiff canyon Rare winter visitor and 
Falco peregrinus npanan migrant, possible rare 
nesict 
Prairie Falcon S Chiff canyon, open Ycarlong 
Falco mexicanus shrub, grassland 
fF crruginous Hawk Ss Open shrub. Ycarlong, rare nestcr 
Butco regalis grassland 
—_—4—_ 
Northern Harner S Open shrub. Y carlong 
Circus cvaneus grassland 
Northern Goshawk $.SM W oodland Spring Fall migrant and 
fccaptter gentilis jrare nester 
—+— 
Sage Grouse Ss Sagebrush. meadow Yearlong 
C entrocercus urophasianus npanan 
Mountain Quai! S.SSC [Mountain shrub, Suspected yearlong. 
Oreortys pictus npanan histone occurrence but 
no recent confirmed 
ghtings 
White Pelican Ssc W ctlands Fall, possibly 
Pelecanus ervthrorhynachos along Snake 
River, no known 





Long-Billed Curlew 


Numenius americanus 








Low profile 
































Black Tern W ctlands 
( hilodonius niger 
Yellow -billed Cuckoo S.SSC [| Ripanan 
Coccyous americanus 
Burrowing Ow! Ss Open shrub. 
Athene cuniularia grassland, talus 
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Species Status Key Habitats Occurrence 
Calhope Hummungbird S Riparian, space ng Summer 
Stellula callrope woodland 
Rufous Hummingbird Ss Woodland, shrub } Summer 
Selaphorus rufus 
Lows Woodpecker S Woodland ‘carlong 
Melanerpes lewis 
Red-naped Woodpecker S Woodland ng Summer 
Sphvrapicus muchalis 
Olive-sided Flycatcher Ss Woodland pring Summer 
C ontopus borealis 
Dusky Flycatcher Ss Open woodland, pring Summer 
Eyidonas oberholseri npanan, shrub 
Cray flycatcher Ss And woodlands, shrub ng Summer 
Epidonax wrightii 
Cordillcran Flycatcher Ss Woodland, shrub pring Summer 
Epidonax occidentalis 
Hammond's Flycatcher Ss Woodland } Summer 
byndonas hammondii 
Willow Flycatcher S Shrub, npanan } Summer 
Epidonas traili 
Loggerhead Shrike S. SSC [Open woodland, shrub 
Lanius ludovaianus 
Swaimson's Thrush Ss Woodland, shrub. 
Catharus U stulatus riparian 
Yellow Warbler Ss Shrub, npanan 
Dendrowa peter hia 
Black throated Gray s And woodlands, shrub ng Summer 
Warbler 
Dendroica nigrescens 
. : . —— 
MacGillivray's Warbler Ss Woodland,shrub, npanan ng Summer 
Operon tolmiei 
Wilson's Warbler Ss Open woodland, rpanan ng Summer 
Wilsoma pusilla 
9X a Owyhee Resource Management Plan 
























































Species Status Key Habstats 

Bobolink S Grassland, mcadow 
Dilichony1 oryzivorus 

Yellow -headed Blackbird S Wetlands. meadow 
\Xanthocs » bolus 

tanthox epholus 

Grasshopper Sparrow S Open grassland 
immodramus savannarum 

Brewer's Sparrow Ss Sagebrush, desert shrub 
Spizella brewer 

Sage Sparrow Ss Sagebrush. desert shrub 
Imphispiza belli 
Cireen- Tailed Towhee Ss Shrub, npanan 

Pipilo chlorurus 

Spotted Bat S.SSC Cliffs, rock crevices 
Fuderma maculatum 
Small-footed Myotis S Caves, mines, rock 
Vyons ciliolabrum crevices near forests 
Long-cared Myotis S Open forests, caves, 
Vyotis evotis buildings 

Fringed Myotis S.SSC [| Dry forests, caves, 
Viens thysanodes buildings 

Long-legged Myotrs Ss Buildings, rock crevices 
VMiots volans 

Yuma Myotis S Buildings, caves 


Mvotis \wmanensis 
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Species Status Key Habitats Occurrence 
Townsend's Big-cared Kat | Caves, menes, burldongs. ‘Spring Summer ¥ all. 
Plecotus wransendu rack crevices undetermined status 
Western Pipestretic SM Caves. mones, buildings Spring Summer ¥ all. 
Pynstrellus hesperus rack crevices near undetermined status 

« alct 
Pygmy Rabbu SSM Sagebrush. salt desen V carlong. 
Brachvlagus sahoensis shrub undetermined status 
Dark Kangaroo Mouse SSM Sandy. shrub habitats VY carlong. uncommon 
Ma rodipodops south of Owyhee River 
mega cephalus 
(ray Woll PSI VW oodland Suspected based on 
Canis lupis unconfirmed sightings. 


historn occurrence 


























Ka Fox SSM Sandy. shrub habitats VY ecarlong, very rare m 
Iulpes velo’ macrotis RA and idaho 
Cahtorma Bighorn Sheep Ss Steep canyons and Yearlong, locally 
Ovis canadensis associated open abundant and cxpanding 
californiana shrub grassland range within Owyhee 
anyon comple, 
uncommen but 
apanding clsewhere en 
RA 
Western Toad $.SK Breeds in wetlands but 1 carlong. widespread 
Bufo horeas eoccurs on all habitats but may be declimeny 
Spotted Frog cS W ctlands \ earlong mm ponds and 
Rana luteiventris slower reaches of some 
streams and rivers. 
uRCOMMEN 
Northern Leopard Frog $.SM W etlands Vearlong. locally 
Rana prprens but dec lining 
long Snake River 
Mojave Black -collared SSM Re ert canyons, V carlong. uncommon 
Lizard Ww me in desert but widespread withen 
Crotaphy tus oinctores sh Snake River Plas. 
foothills of Owyhee 
Mountains 
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Species Status Key Habitats Occurrence 
Western Ground Snake SSM Sandy shrub habrtats. Yecarlong along Snake 
Sonora simiannulata rock outcrops River Plams, may be 
xcally common but 
imuted distribution 
Longnose Snake $.SM Rocky desert canyons, Yearlong along Snake 
Rhinocheilus lecontes shrub River Plams, may be 
cally common but 
imsted distribution 
Redband Trout 5S Aquat Ycarlong or spring. 
Oncorhynchus mykiss idespread but low 
gibhs: Sitics in most 
enmal and major 
nicrmittent streams and 
mnie TeSeTVONMS 
Whuite Sturgeon $.SM Aquat ncommon im Snake 
4c penser transmontanus River 














CLASSIFICATION 

E = Federally Endangered 

T = Federally Threatened 

C = Federal Candidate for Listing as Endangered or Threatened 
SE = State Endangered 

ST = State Threatened 

SSC = State Species of Special Concern 

S = BLM Sensitive Species 
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Areas Managed for Wild Horses Within Herd Area 











Herd Management Allotment Pasture 
‘ ‘ 
haan Allotment Name Namal Pasture Name Neon 
Sands Hasen Sands Hason OS2i Karre! Sprongs 4 
Sands Hasen Sands Hasin Os?! Hrudge ( rock 5 





Sands Hasen Sands Haein si ing 





Hardtrigget Rats Ncw os22 Rats Newt 





Hardtrigget Shares Haven S66 cs Basen 





Hardtnigget Hardtrgger S16 Ipalonec 


OS16 |! lardtrigget 


OS16 Prute S 
(SOIR Wilson ! 
SOR vidher ( ap 2 
OS0® Imon Hutte 5 
OS0K Whiskey Hull 4 





Hardtrigget Hardtrigger 





Hardtrigger Hardtrgger 














Hardtrigget Reynolds ( reck 








Hardtrigger Reynolds C reck 





Hardtrigger Reynolds ( reck 





Hardtngger Reynolds C reck 





Hardtrigger Reynolds ( reek SOR Alkali 


ft lephamt Butte Osis Moon Orchard 


bast Reynolds mH! North Rabb 





Hardtrigget 


















Black Mountain 





Hlack Mouwntarn Last Reynolds O65! | tthe Kane 





Black Mowntarn Last Reynolds 06S! 


























Black Mountarn Hardtrigger 0516 Hemingway Butte ! 
Hlack Mountaen Rabbu Crock Osi? West Rabbi 2 
Black Mountaen Rabbu ( reek Osi? Kane Springs } 
Hlack Mountarn Rabbit Creek Osi? South Rabbi 5 
Black Mouwntaen Rabbu Creek Osi? Moores Creek 6 








Areas Not Managed for Wild Horses Within Herd Areas 


= FE Reynolds 065! Sage Hen 7 
| Hardin ger Tyson FFR 0616 ' 
* Appropna'c Management Level 


Note Allocation shown based on AMI 
AUMs are not attached to any given allotment within the HMAs 
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Populatnon 
Area Nome Number (Al Mes) ame Range 
Hardtngger HMA 
































t lephant Buttc Osis 
Rats Newt S22 
Shares Basen sss 
Reynolds Creck (1S 
Hardin zger 
~ 
Butte Pasture ) 
Total 1.176 YK th-1 0) 











Sands Basen HMA 
- Sands Hasen os>} 

Total SRK 9 Te 
Black |..cwntain HMA —_ + 




















East Reynolds 065! 
Rabbit ( reck si? 
Hardingger 

(Hermengw ay OSI6 


Hutte Pasture) 





Total S40) 4s Veo 


| Total 2.04 | 192 129.254 


* Appropnate Management Level 


Note: Allocation shown based on AMI 
AUMs are not attached to any given allotment within the HMAs 
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— Name [OM | Prt | Clawot |“ | penne | seste I private | Tecat 
eames \Setment gery ferity | Livestock — Acres Acres | Acres | Acres 

0450 | Swisher Springs ' i ( M46 1 tres 0 0 1 es 
4% | Dougal FPR i i ( wo a7) $20 2,992 1,oRS 
04a” joyoe FER ! | ( i 1703 ose 447) 71M 
7501 iC ! H ( 193) 20,978 tat) eh 1644 
502 | Long Valles HW é wOK) 7% 0 P. 779 
O50) | Plot Creek ! )4y4 11ee% 047 66s 19.273 
OM =| Jackson Crock Lis 5.S48 70 10,122 
Osim Reynolds ( reek are 44.18 2? 47 p11 
0509 | Boulder Bridge 22s nes 62 | 2027 
osii Sucoor Creek 1703 12,440 1243 14.565 
0513 | Plephant Butte 41? 4250 

OS14 | Alkali. Wildcat 424 6.210 6.210 
OS16 | Hardtrigger ! H ( 2044 21,589 12” 1847 24.665 
Osi? Rabb ( reek ! I ( 2499 42,14) 1.732 1229 45.104 
Osis French John i H 1.166 4,925 0 0 4,925 
0520 Indian Meadow s i Mt { 745 6,187 10.499 me 19,394 
0521 | Sands Basin a | Sz oo] oases] 1.277 13,525 
0522 Rats New ! Hi ( $$? 4 nes hh 0 $.$3) 
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pl Attotment [Cate | Pri. | Classot |" | puptic | State [Private | Total 
Nember Name gery jority | Livestock Use Acres Acres Acres Acres 
0524 [Carat Indy I CH nO aS 0 a} 94) 
OS25 | Juniper Spring i i | CH 1.715 9.754 )49 9.904 
OS27 | Statehne I H ( 104 LOO 0 0 1.009 
as29 Trout ( reek ! M ( 726 wl 0 a7 1448 
S32 Hart ( reck I M ( 2.365 24.453 «7 1027 26.567 
OSs [Bet i M ( 1,774 7448 ? 112 7,567 
OS99 | Trout Springs I H CH 2,927 290M 44 222 29.690 
0540 | Bull Basin pa fut ic | 1932 | 49,994 o] 25] $0269 
0S4| i ame 1 j™ anus] 37942] Lesa] 146s] 40,961 
OS45 [Ferm FER I I ( i” KRG 0 1a79 2,765 
} 
0546 «| Pleasant Valley | M ( 9)? 12,073 258 9 12,370 
OS48 =| Nickel Crock 67,615 1687 4,248 meen 
0554 | Gueman 15,793 
0556 | Shares Basin pe fuyic | 11,120 
0560 =| Lequerica 735 
a 
0S61 — wou 6,083 
OS62 jCow Creek 7.946 
0569 =| Silver City $1,585 
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no Same [OME [Pr | Clawsot [AE | Pattic | State [Private | Total 
gery Jority [Livestock | Acres | Acres | Acres | Acres 
-— 

O57 | Jam Creek ! a Soil, ae 
Os74 | Wewt Anmtelope ! | 104 11 840 
as7s Miller FER ! G em 1! 46. 
ose Darren Hasen I iH" ioe 7 11.77% 
OS) «| Louse C reek i " 0.0%" Sore | 27.546 
OSe4 = i Carat i I 22 764 215 | 2) 1a 
a 
A 
2 
1 0 
ape Tl) 
oso) Corte i | ( 7h 0 2.7 97S) 
0595 =| Combination C reck i | | 4) $197 
ose?) =| Wroten ! Go 4i6 20% 
0599 =| Burghardt: no si] 14526 
On) =| South Mowntarn indy ta 42 1 4.518 
1 
O60) = | Powen ( reek ! | CALS %! 5.48 0 12 S280 
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Abbe Active 
" : Cate Pri. | Cie of Pw totes State Priv ate Total 
ory Il ivesteck Acre Actes. Acres Actes 
Nember -) , ise 
O10 Maples FFR ! Go iw mS 
si Stormer FER | ag ass 776 
- (m4 laca FER | Go 1 Aw 77e 
od 
> Oe (sarrett FER j Go | a” 2s 
D ee fetes [el oct op an — 
SN OO 
? o . te [meal eo y a . = 
— tts Ts ya so 
) im 9 Alder ( rock FER ' ia 14” | -Oe 
) oo ax thet Flat FER ! G Lone 2.1% 
) ms} t ast R oynedds ! Sow 41 2s 
} 
) 0652 | Sede Creed | Go ss] 934s 
ms” Necke! C reek FPR | G ( 10” a177 JL. 
(Wt | Temt ( reet j uM ( 1 7 0 \48 >a 146 1 6) ae 
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(eran FIR 




























































































(class ( reet 









































ser Morgan 
ow” Paberver 
OS'S | Mlackwteck Serine: 
ose Strodes Hasse M ( | one i.e 614 243 14.847 
15 Oe Phowsheher § hat M ‘ \44 1 mR! an ve 43% 
ow Barter Rasen M ( 71~ 1s 0 0 1 S29 
4.07 
wea} Ten ‘Jw 
F cower! este 44 (m9 
Sseresthy [de meogea! 4.4) 
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Allot- Active 
ime | stemeat name [Oo | [cmt Jos | Pate | ie Prin | rt 
—~- 
0453 | Hanicy FFR . 7 63 0 SYK 0 | 
0454 | Anderson FFR 7 c c 121 $24 0 1.126 1650 
0455 | Payne FFR ( ( i2 97 0 aS0 vs 
0457 | Mckay FFR c 2 26 0 782 La 
0458 | Josephine FFR c ( 20 35) 41] 2368 | 286! 
0461 | Munro FFR ( is 77 0 $07 Sa4 
0463 Jordan Creek FFR ( ( 4) 208 ; 94) 1,152 
— 
0464 [Chimney Pot FFR Cc ( 4 25 0 1.255 1.280 
0465 | Quintana FFR C ( 38 92 | 2,201 2870 | 5.973 
0470 Stanford FFR ( ( 2 40 0 $40 SRO 
0471 | Stateline FFR c ; 21 0 15 1m 
0472 | Texas Basin FFR ( 5 9! 0 1,908 1,999 
0473 | Lequerica FFR ( ( L 129 0 e093 | 1.022 
0476 | Bush Ranch FFR ( 25 277 0 94) 1218 
0477 | Lowry FFR 6 70 0 242 412 
0479 | Gaging Station FFR 4 118 0 480 SOR 
0483 | Quicksilver FFR ( 12 1m] 628 2475 5.264 
0486 | Murphy FFR ( ( ‘ $5 0 2s! 106 
110 a> Owyhee Resource Management Plan 
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Allot- . Active 
c Pri- of 
an % ate- —_ . : Public | State [Private Total 
Number gery | erty estock Lee Acres Acres Acres Acres 
~—-—> a 
049 | Meadow Crock FFR ( ( 47 Yew) 0 119 479 
0523 Chapmunk Ficid FFR ( ( 72 S67 w 12.376 12.973 
0543 Stanford FER ( ( 17 93 80 1202 1.375 
0s4? Pleasant Valicy fF FR ( ( 93 1771 633 3.127 $531 
S66 Coal Mone FER ( ( Sp 416 0 0 416 
os7? Bogus Creek FFR ( ( 24 204 6.783 19 7.006 
. oo 
Osa? (Csoose Crock FFR ( ( 43 321 637 0 ose 
On? ( orral Creek FFR ( ( 4 70 0 202 272 
+ 
O64 Walker FER ( ( 16 2” 0 TKK 624 
ew Moore FER ( ( 4 126 24 S00 aSO 
0607 Haltzor FER ( { 745 43) 0 154 2.235 
O60 Stanford FFR ( ( 114 540 0 1,352 1.89? 
061! | Squaw reck FPR ( ( 45 2 0 RM | 438 
(mi? Colles FFR ( ( 24 103 0 433 435 
OH 18 Johnstone FER ( ( $2 172 70) 4.269 5.343 
0619 Evans FER ( ( x4 uM $45 3.9035 $225 
0620 Hass FER ( ( 46 487 0 1638 1.995 
(m2) Hull Basen FER ( ( 2 118 0 122 240 
Owyhee Resource Management Plan > ii 
















































































_ Atlotmeat Name [OM | Pre | Classor | SES | partic | State [Private | Total 
enter gory | ority | Livestock Nee Acres Acres Acres Acres 
0627 Rail Crock FFR c 13 122 10% 1259 3017 
0632 | Kershner FFR c 1 278 0 $97 875 
37 Swisher FFR ( is 1S] 0 6M TR! 
0638 | Burgess FFR c — T 263 0 ans 748 
0641 | Stable FFR ( ( 35 194 0 625 a8 
0654 Montim FFR ( 140 2.265 40H 1,029 1.600 
0655 |HowlCreck FFR | ¢ ‘ 12 195 sa] 1.438 2.03) 
0699 |WaltsPondFFR | ¢ ( % 1,412 io} 2188 ol! 
TOTALS 135,116 | 1,298,728 | 118,774 | 187,651 | 1,605,155 
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no NW. NSW. SWSW 
h 2st 
»* SENW 
) 
w S28! 
M14 
+ NINE. SENE, SE. F2SW. Low 4 
) 
> WINW 
ww L2INWSE, FIWINWSE. Sw SI ue 
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s SENW 
4 lots? 5.7 
. Lots 7.9.10 
23 NWNW,. NESW. NWSI 
4] Lots 4.5.6 7 
02 86 
2 Lots 1.2. NWSE. NOSW 
miai 
14 Lot |, NIN? SPENE. NESS 
- Lots |, 2.3.4, WINE. SENE S75 15 
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Pal) 
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9S SW Lots 2, 3, 4, SINE 00.81 
NENE 40 
4 Lots 2, 3, 4, SWNE, SINW 241.03 
$ Lot |, SENE, NESE 20.25 
6  |SENE, NESE f 
? Lots 1, 2. NWNE, E2NW ae 
4 o 2st po 
17 NWNW 40 
is Lot 4, NENE 
95 +W 6 swsw 40 
27 W2SE, SES! 20 
4 NI i“ 











| 46 WINE. NW pe 



































10s sw 19  ISENE, N2SE. SWSE fico 

2 @3=—sdW IWIN we 

6 JLo 4. NWNE_ TONW EOSW. WoSl hi? 46 
Ss 1 19 «= [Lot 2. SENW 79.38 

~~ CLINWSW rn 
TOTAL ~ 
ACRES tea 





Lands on this table may also be available under other methods of disposal 
Lands available for potential exchange (approximately 314,000 acres) are shown on Map LAND-2 
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SO Intpr 186 





Pit) ane) 





bo) tee 1912 
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* Acreage within snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area withdrawn by PL 103-64 


FPC O - Federal Power Commission Order SO Intpr - Secretary's Interpretation 
USGS O - United States Geological Survey Order BO - Executive Order 

PL ~ Public Law Pwr Proj - Power Project 

PLO - Public Land Order Pwr S Cl - Power Site Classification 
BLM O - Bureau of Land Management Order PW Res - Public Water Reserve 
SRBOPNC A - Snake River Bords of Prey National Conservation Area 
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Neme of Aree or Resource S aluc 


( emetraint 













































































Snake BRiwer Minds of Prey NCA Wathdraewn by PL 103-64 *357.109 
Jurmp ( reet Bex reatumn Ste To be recommended for wunhdrawal 404 
North Fork ( anyon SRMA To be recerwm aded for withdrawal 475 
To be recommended for « nthdrawal 
Cwynss CENVSManes SAAGA (** withie OR MSHA ACHC ) 29.508 
Silwer C wy To be recommended for « ithdrawal 40 
Oregon Satronal Histor. Tras! To be recommended for withdrawal 727 
North Fork (he yhee BRackhocountry SRMA To be recommended for «ithdrawal 8.168 
Deep ( reek SRMA To be recommended for withdrawal 6,451 
liermengway Putte (FIV Trathead To be recommended for withdrawal of 
com menaed 
Raion Creek OV Traithead be ee oo n _ witharewes 40 
bt cowetl € reek CMIV Trasthead To be recommended for withdrawal 40 
To be recommended for «nodrawal 
Nee ‘ ‘ 
pS Cams Cumgpeune (within North Fork Canyon SRMA ) aa 
I etthe Sqpuaw € reek Recreation Srte To be recommended for withdrawal nO 
(ruffey Phette Mlack Hutte To be recommended fou withdrawal 7740 
An hacetogs af Drserct AC #4 (with SRROIPNCT A ) 
Che yhee River Bighorn Sheep Itatrtat Fe the cnn todd for withdrewal 141.706 
Aree VO 74 
Howlder ( reek CFNA AC TX To be recommended for withdrawal 6.978 
i ool ewe Peers BNA AC Te To he recommended for withdrawal 1 of 
jump € reek ( anyon AC Ta To te recommended for withdrawal 612 
Moefirede ( reek BNA AC T« To be recornmended for «ithdrawal 261 
To be recommended for «ithdrawal 
ae veus Sumiper Weadiand CoA (1640 ac within North Fork Backcountry 4.204 
SRMA) 
77 
o be recommended for «ithdraw al 
Ple Vatiew fT N 
SS VE CEN Cs OLE (within North Fork Backcountry SRMA ) aaend 
— 
Somwmercemp Mette RNA ACT —" Tio be recormmended for «itheraw al 








Squew Creek PNA ACTS 


o recommended for withdrawal 





Thc Viadlands MA ACTS 


o be recommended for withdraw al 








The Tuetes PNA 


o be recommended for withdrawal 
iwithen CPR MSHA AC Pa) 








ur cormrmemeationm to Secretary 


o he recommended for «withdrawal 





+ peter A withdrawal 


i Law 10+ 





Ctther cxreteng © etheraw als 


‘Table LANTE 2 
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Teta! Aree Clpen 
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* Public Law 103-54 withdrew lands within the Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Arca 
from locaton under the gencral mining laws 


** 22.040 acres (20,960 BLM) previously recommended to Secretary as part of Owyhee River Wild and 
Scenic River Study 


An additional 8,348 acres are withdrawn (constrained) under various authorities (see Table LAND-2) 


Acteages can be larger than SRMA acreages because of the need to define mineral withdrawals to the 
nearest legal subdivisions. The recommended withdrawals are related primarily to national nver 
designations Wilderness area designations could substantially increase the withdrawal acreage (see 
wilderness recommendations) Future recreation sites and facilities will be recommended for withdrawal 


as they are developed 


ACEC - Area of Critical Environmental Concern 

NCA - National Conservation Area 

OHV - Off-Highway Vehicle 

ONA - Outstanding Natural Area 

ORBSHA - Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC 

RNA - Research Natural Arca 

SRBOPNCA - Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Arca 


SRMA - Special Recreation Management Area 























| Neme of Ares or Resource V aluc Constraint 
Seake Riwer Birds of Prey \« A* ( hosed to leaseng 

Jurmp ( reet Recreation Ste NSO) yeartong 

North Fort ( anyon SRMA ( homed to heaseng 





Che yhee ( anyonlands SEMA 


( hosed to leaseng (car, os «then 
CRESHA ACH) 

















North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA ( hosed to leaseng 

Deep Creek SRMA ( hosed to leasing 

Hemingway Butte OHV Trarthead NSO) yeartong 

Rabbn Creek ONY Traitheed ( losed to leaseng («then SR BOPNCT A) 
Poses! Creek OV Tretthead NSO) yeartong 





North Fork C armnpgrownd 


NSO) yeartong (withen North Fork 
(anyon SRMA) 





1 etthe Squaw ( reek Recreation Site 


NSO) yeartong (withen North Fork 
(Canyon SRMA) 



































47s 























Miles of Active tl eke 








Oregon Natronal Histor« Trae! NSO) yearlong 727 
Crufley Bune Black Hutte An hacothogy a! - 
[hearkat ACHE (hosed to leasing (withun SREBOPNC A) 7,790 
yr River Bighorn Sheep Habetat Area wee tong (pt : 112.2% 
Chwyhee River Kighorn Sheep Itlabutat Area ( hosed to leaseng (canyons « ethen 2° $20 
Act (lw yhee ( anyonlands SRMA) ” 
Rowlder ( reek OONA ACTS NSO) yeartong 6.978 
( wneher Moumtam RNA AC HC C hosed to leasing 277 
(oat Mime Basin RNA ACTIX NSO) yearlong | (04 
jump ( reek C anyon AC Pa ( homed to hoaseng 612 
Moefiride (reek RNA ACT C hoomenet toy hems emg 26! 
( hosed to leaseng (1.640 acres w ithen 
North Fork Jumper Woodland (INA ACT North Fork Chwyhee Bact oouwntry 4.204 
SRMA) 
C hose to leasing (withen North 
7 
Pieesem Valley Table BN. AC PO Owy | hex SRMA) | 4e 
Sormmercerm, Butte RNA ACT ¢ C homed to leaseng 440 
Squew Creek RNA AC TX ( heomened ter hemarmg so 
The Madlends RNA AC T« C homered to bemseng 1a) 
The Tubes RNA Withen COR MSHA AC T« iia 
- ares & 
‘ 
aEES SG Came Wunter Conaeia ORBSHA ACEC) 
Sage Coreuse Wemter Habetat 2/t-2/ts 9.000 
Wage Crrinuse Vireeuking Vialetat wr. mares & a0 aD0 


CORMSHA ACEC) 
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[ Name of Area or Resource \ sluc ( enstrainat J Acres ; 
















































































* Public Law 103-64 withdrew lands within the Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area 

from operation of the mineral and geothermal! leasing laws 

** An additional &.022 acres are withdrawn (constramed) under various authorities (See Table 

LAND-2) 
| 


Croliden Eagle Withen | 2 Mile of Newt NSO) 21-30 l nit rcren 
(ther Raptors Withen | 2 Mile of Newt NSO) 15-630 | ni nown 
( oblomal W aterberd “esteng Hatetat NSO) yeartong U nko 
Reperan A Wetland Areas Wethen SOO f NSO) peartong L nit rown 
— , ne Wee Cs CN losed (within SRBOPNC A) 10.000 
Rurrowmg Owl Wethen | 4 Mile of Newt NSO) 115-4690 l mh now nm 
Ll omg Billed ( urlew Nestong Habrtat NSO) TV 16-4 WO ccm 8 8) 
Wild Horse Herd Management Area NS) yearlong sao 
Future Recreation Sete A Ff actleties as they 
are Developed NSO yearlong | Unknown 
C hosere by Dex reson 50,7 51 
P xteting SRBOPNC A C loeure Public Law 103-64 s7.109 
Ctther f arsteng ( losures See Table | AND.2 a&.O22 
Total Aree ( loosed 115 eR? 
Tetal Keown No Surface Qocupancy 
\ tong 211.17 
Tetal Keown No Surface Qocupancy 

,‘om 
Scascmal mS, 
"Tonal Approsemate Area Open 74.n16 
St ogres lat ec rrrs ‘ 

; 


Under the Interwm Management Plan, 298,630 acres of Wilderness Study Area (WSA) are unavailable for 
fluid mineral leasing See Map WNES-!. Those WSA's are not epecificaily listed in Table FLUM-1, 
however considerable areas shown on the table overlap or are comtamned within the WSA's 


ACEC - Area of Critcal Environmental Concern 

NCA - Natonal Conservation Area 

NSO - No Surface Occupancy 

OHV - Off-Highway Vehicle 

ONA © Outstanding Natural Area 

ORBSHA - Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC 

RNA - Research Natural Arca 

SRBOPNCA - Snake River Birds of Prey Navona! Conservation Area 


SRMA - Special Recreation Management Arce 
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Neme of Aree or Resource \ ature ( emetretnt nore 
Snake Rewes Merds of Prey St A Db omenet *s7 10 
Owyhee Canmyortands SBMA Jotenes then ORBEA ACT) 29.420 
demmp € ret Ben reatem Sete iC beomened ane 
Nerth Fort ( arpa SHMA 1 booed aye 
North Fert (he pte Plax tc cuemery SRM 4S € beomere! * 168 
Teepe ( reek SRMA 1 booed *.4%! 
Hhermemgre ay Perrte CHEN Tr ar ttremed 1 loood ta) 
Rabb ( reek (CHTV T revthoad ( hese ( @ithen SHR HP A CS a 
Poms! ( reek CHTV Travthond ( bermenet J) 
1 vtthe Sreperrm € feebk Bee remtecwm Sete € bermeret old 
arth Cent C empugpeund cae ie a? > 
Silver € Hy C hernerel oo 
€ regen “oatecemal Pfewteeree PT raet (be wmered 727 
a ae Fdertte Are trmeertengeee al Closed (ai Gan SRR A) 7780 
yoy Bivet Megteerm Stee Pbatertat Aten Cteosod 141.706 
Mewlhder ( reek (FN A At Oe Che wmered a o78 
( tomatrar \hewsmtarm (FN A AC Fé (he omenel 277 
( eal Meme Paeen RNA ACT 4 € hewwered | @tee 
hemp ( reek ( eepen Ac ta € beomerel 612 
Moelirede ( root BNA ACTH ( looed 261 
Noe Fok berger Wenn OWA ACH [etn eanae, | aoe 
Pleasant Valley RNA AC Fa wae meh any - 1c 














Seomemerc arp atte BNA AC EA € berneret 
Squee ( reek BNA ALT € bewmenel 
The Peadiiaeic PNA At Fa 1 heed 





The Teles BNA 


1 beeeel ¢ wets (PRPEREEA Atte + 








€ hevmeere Bey fF Bene ee ne ney 





f aretemge SH Peter A OC hermeere 


~ Law 1}. 





( Pehew § a rete € bereeeres 


See tatte LANES? 








Teen! Aree ¢ eee 





Temal Aree 6 tem 
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* Public Law 103-64 wothdrew lands wothen the Snake River Bords of Prey National Conservation Arca 
from the manera! maternal draposa! laws except that mineral maternal: subyect to drponsal may be made 
avaslabdle from cxusteng sites to the exient compatible with the purposes for whach the conservaton arca 1s 
ewahinhed: 

** An additonal §.022 acres are withdrawn (constramed) under varnous authories (See Table 
LAND.-2) 


Under the Imenm Management Plan 298.630 acres of Wilderness Study Area (WSA) are unavailable for 
muneral material diaposal See Map WNES-! Those WSA's are not specifically listed m Table MMAT-1, 
however comsderable arcas shown om the table overlap or are Comtamed within the WSA's 


ACEC - Area of Critical Exvironmental Concern 

NCA. National ( omservation Area 

OHV - Off-Highway Vetucte 

CNA - Outstanding Natural Arca 

ORBSHA - Owyhee Rrver Bighorn Sheep Habaat Area ACEC 

RNA - Research Natural Area 

SRBOPNC A - Snake Rever Bords of Prey National Conservation Area 
SRMA | Special Recreation Managemer: Area 
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1D01501 Owyhee ERMA 857,178 Snake River Plas and tabiclands. OHV use, fishing, horseback 
steep, partally forested Owyhee nding, rock Camping. nature 
Mountains with clevatons over study, sightsecing. and mountain 
8,000 ft. i Ouyhce Uplands bihung 
platcau with expansive 
plateau to the south 
1D01 S02 Blackstock SRMA 6,149 Rolling plateau lands at Competitive field dog tals traming, 
western flank of Owyhee ae 
g Mountains 
1D01 503 Jump Creck SRMA 8,667 Plains & low foothills on northern Prcmcking, hiking, camping, hunting. 
4 front of Mountains. area fishing. sightseeing. nature study, and 
Canyon of lamp reek Wate = 
of Creck. Waterfall 
dense npanan vegetation 
m canyon 
1D01 S04 N.F. Owyhee $6,801 H per land ape surounding Backpacking, horseback nding. 
Backcountry SRMA jumper landscape eng, wie, Sas. 
deep sheer-walled canyons of N sightseeing. and nature study 
River and Current Creek 
To the south ts expansive tableland 
5 with scattered patches of juniper 
1D01 505 Owyhee Front SRMA 261 487 Sighy Senora lands OHV use, horseback nding, wiid horse 
on north viewing. hunting. sightsecing. camping, 
Mountains soumenete 6 Eines 6S mountain biking. and rock hounding 
Sellsdadanadl eden, 
IDO 1 506 Owyhee 36,839 94 miles of deep, sheerwalled, ee 
Canyonlands SRMA carved by the hounding. camping . 
East Fork, Fork and and 
seat Ee fishing. and sightseeing 
5.627 acres of Monolithic cliffs often mse from 
SRMA in the Bruneau river | 
Resource Area 





ity 








UR] WIWAReUEP D.UuNOSIYy 394YANC 
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scl 
































RMA Physica! 
RMA # RMA Name Acres Character Opportunities 
1D01507 Silver City SRMA 2,166 U reaches of Jordan Creek camping. 
drainage in heart of Owyhee faking bnoding Ott ese, oe 
Mountains containing histonc country skiing. snowmobiling and 
Silver City townsite. hahung 
1D01 S08 North Fork Canyon 475 Sheer-walled canyon formed by =e ee ty study, camping. 
North Fork Owyhee River between whitewater sightseeing. 
border and Deep Creek- hunting and fishing: 
Mud Flat Road Juniper lines the 
nver channel. 
1D01509 Upper and Lower 645! In the canyon, Backpacking, nature study 
Deep Creek SRMA shesrwalled canyon with tales whitewater beating, reckhounding. 
rubble lining much of nver's fishing and hunting 
shoreline, juniper along nver. 
There are an additional In the lower canyon, 
5,918 acres of this sheerwalled 
SRMA in the Bruncau with ithic cliffs often 
Resource Arca nsing directly from nver channel 
1D01604 ( Nat’! Historic 601 Remnants of the South Sightsceing, hiking. prcnicking, and 
Trail SRMA Alternate for the Oregon horseback nding - 
Trail the plains and 
tablelands to the 
Snake River Canyon 
1D0 1605 Snake River Birds $3,177 a eg Pangea canyons of Nature a. boating. fake hiking. 
of Prey SRMA the e River, with some fishing. 
lo: hunting. 
Total Acres 1,319,991 

















las” 















































































































\ 
1-16-40 orth Fark 
Ouvice River 
ID-16-4 | Big Willow Spring 6.210 6.210 
Squa { 
ID- 16-4) w Crock 10. 7R0 0 10.780 0) 0 0 10,780 
( aver 
ID-1 164 Upper Deep Crock SM 0 SMT 10,9380 0} 10,930 on 
Middle f ork 
iD-16-45 1450 01 14.820 0 0 0 14.820 
Owyhee River 
Wes 
it). 16-47 est Fork Red 19 970 Ot 12.970 0 ( 0 12970 
( anvon 
ID-16-4 r 7 7 = 
»- 16-484 
| cookout Butte \4 400 0) “4400 65.0 01 65.200 W600 
(OOR.4.195) 
ID- 16-48 (ow oR 
° yaoe River 4.9801 6401 35.620 | 190.700 0 | 190.700 226.320 
(OR.~43.1 95) ( anvon 
all 
tthe (Pw 
ID. 16-48 Laie Owyhee 4.600 0 0 24.790 
Rive | 
Ow vhee 
if). 16-494 yhee River 0.310 | 1.780 1 62.0901 22.410 0} 22410 74.500 
Deep ( reck 
ID-16-49D Yatahoney Cree & 4745 0 4745 $45 (0) $45 9 900 
ID- 16-82 Jumper Crock S455 OF S.aS5S 729 0} 7.295 11s 
16.53 
. south Fert 43.7001] 1.1681 44.055] 7.Ra? 0} 784 §) 797 
(NV 010-1044) Ou vhee River 


Totals 
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Includes acreage im other resource areas in Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada 
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7 eC) 


ID-16-40 North Fork Owyhee River 41,025 41.025 





ID-16-48B Owyhee River Canyon 35,620 152,040 187,660 








ID- 16-4 Little Owyhee River 16,330 16,330 





ID-16-49A Owyhee River - Deep Creek 47 340 . 70,250 





ID-16-49D Yatahoney Creek 4425 $,125 9.550 





ID-16-52 | 5,785 16° 12,950 





ID-16-53 


South F 955 7 $0,135 
(NV-O10-103A) South Fork Owyhee River 44 $0.1 








TOTALS 195,980 191,920 | 387,900 











*Includes acreage im other resource areas in Idaho, Oregon, and Nevada 
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RCI 
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Livestock 
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SRBOPNC A - Snake River Berds of Prey Nabonal Conservation Arca 

ONA - Outstanding Natural Arca 

RNA - Research Natural Arca 

* PL 103-64 closed the SRBOPNC A to mineral and geotherma! leasing and mincra! material disposal and 
withdres the area from lacatable mineral entry 


Guffey Bune Black Bute Archacological District ACEC - 7,750 acres within SRBOPNCA 
North Fork Jumper Woodland ON A ACEC - 4.204 acres within WSA 

Pleasant Valicy Table ONA/ ACEC. | 467 acres within WSA 

The Tules RNA - 114 acres within WSA 

The Tules RNA - 114 acres within Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habmat Arca ACEC 


Areas within Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are managed under the Wilderness Interum Management 
Policy (IMP) 


IMP requires management within WSAs 80 as not to mmpar the suitability of these areas for preservation as 
wilderness unti! thew status 1s determined by Congress Those gr-zing, mining leasing uses that existed on 


October 21, 1976 (FLPMA), may continue in the same manner and degree as on that date 


Management Action Symbol Definitions 


A. Avordance area Granting nghts-of-ways (surface, subsurface and acnal) within the area should be 
avorded, but nghts-of-ways may be granted if there 1s minimal conflict with identified resource values and 
impacts can be mitigated 


( - Closed Area closed to fluid m.neral leasing. mineral maternal disposal and off-highway motonzed vehicle 
use 


(+ - Wothen the SRBOPNC A, which was closed to mineral and geothermal leasing and mineral maternal 
disposal by PL 103-64 


L - Lemsted Off-tighway motonzed vehicle use withen the area 1s limited to specified routes 
F - Exchuson area Rights-of-ways (surface, subsurface and acral) will not be granted within the area 
NA - Not apphcable The action does not apply to the specific area 


NSO - No surface occupancy Open to fluid mineral leasing subject to no surface cocupancy stipulations on 
an area of 40 acres of more of an area more than one quarter mile wide 


O - Open The activity is allowed m the area. NEPA comphance and cultural and threatened and 
endangered species clearances required for some activities 


ONA - Outstanding Natural Area An area which contams unusual natural characteristics and = managed 
pomanty for educational and recreatsonal purposes 
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P . Prohibited The specific water development, livestock management, fencing. punaper removal and fire 
management actions are not allowed 


R - Restncted Limitatons applicable to water developments, livestock management. fencing. punsper 
removal, fire management. and recreation use levels as described below 


Water developments Allowed only where identified resource values (botanical, wildlife, scenic. 
cultural, watershed ) wil! be enhanced or maimtamed and impacts can be mitigated 


Livestock management Salt placement within and adjacent to the area will be comssdered on a site 
specific basis for maxsmum protection of sdentified resource values Domestic livestock grazing use 
(active preference) will not be mcreased within the area boundanes Fencing may be necessary to 
exctude livestock mm areas where degradation of identified resource values occurs 


Fencing Allowed only where identified resource values (botanical, wildlife, scenic, cultural, 
watershed) will be enhanced or maintamned and impacts can be mitigated 


Jumper removal | emsrted to non-climax pumeper and areas outside of WSAs. as identified im the 
Owyhee Jumper Woodland Management Plan 


Fire management . Suppression in designated RNAs and ONAs allow emergency fire vehicles that 
disturb the sor! (such as bulldozers and graders) to enter the area only to protect life or property and 


lumet heavy engine use to existing roads of trans in non-RNAs and non-ONAs. suppression may 
proceed, with protection of the identified resource values given pnonty 


Fire management - Vehocle use Vehicles should comply with the OHM ¥ designations mm a grven area 
(Limited, Closed, Open). See “OHM Use” column in this table and “Suppression” section above 


bore management Rehatulnation In RNAs and ONAs mechanized. surface-disturbing equipment are 
excluded from use. and or ly species native to the area may be used in non-RNAs and non-ON As. 


mechanized. surface dist) rhing equipment and non-native plant matenals may be used. with protection 
and maitenance of the \Jentified resource values given pnonty 


Recreation use levels Party size bemets, rrver use days and campsite restrictions will be specified to 
maintain wild and scemx mver qualites and protect wildlife and plant communities 


RNA) Research Natural Area An area which comtauns natural resource values of screntifx mmterest and is 
managed poman!y for research and educational purposes 


W . Withdrawal Area to be recommended (to the Secretary of Intenor) for withdrawal from operation of 
the mening laws (locatable meneral entry) In areas open to meneral entry an approved plan of operation is 


required poor to commen eng any operation regardless of size except casual use, withen designated 
ACTCs 


We . Wethen the SRBOPNC A. whch was withdrawn from locatable muneral entry by PL 103.64 
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Glossary 








ACEC - Area of Crmcal Environmental Concern 


MIC - Maintain, Improve and Custodial allotment management categones 
OHV - Off-Highway Vehicle 

OHMV - Off-Highway Motorized Vehicle 

ONA - Outstanding Natural Area 

PL - Public Law 

RMP - Resource Management Plan 

RNA - Research Natural Area 

ROS - Recreation Opportunity Spectrum 

SCORP - Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 

SOP - Standard Operating Procedure 

SRBOPA - Snake River Birds of Prey Area 

SRBOPNCA - Snake River Birds of Prey National Conservation Area 
SRMA - Special Recreation Management Area 

VRM.- Visual Resource Management 

WSA - Wilderness Study Area 

WSR - Wild and Scenic River 
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Activity Occamons - A standard uns of recreabon use consisting of one individual partcapating im onc 
recreation activity during any reasonable pornon, or all, of amy onc day 


Actual Use Data - Numbers of livestock, kand and or class of those livestock and penod of ume those 
livestock actually grazed a specific allotment or pasture 


Allotment Management Plan (AMP) - A documented program developed as an activity plan that focuses on. 
and contains the necessary mstrucbons for, management of livestock grazing on specified public lands to 
mect resource condition, sustasned yield, multuple use, cconomac and other objectives. 


All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) - Small three-wheel and four-wheel recreational vehicles capable of operating off 
of hard surfaces and im rugged terrain 


Analysis, Imerpretation and E valuation ( ALA EF ) - Once data are collected and compilation 1s completed, the 
process of analysis, interpretation and evaluation begins Measurements or estimates are of no value uniess 


them meaning ts defined and presented in understandable terms to the resource manager and permittees 
These data may then be used for management and planning purposes, and in particular, for determining the 
effects of management acthons and for determining if management objectives are berg achieved. 


Animal Unit (AU) - One cow, one cow/calf pair, one horse or five sheep 


Animal Unit Month (AUM) - The forage needed to support one cow, one cow/calf pair, one horse or five 
sheep for one month. Approximately 800 pounds of forage. 


Appropnate Management Level (AML) - The optimum number of wild horses that provides a thriving 
natura! ecological balance on the public range 


Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) - Areas where special management attention 1s required to 


protect and prevent irreparable damag, io important histonc, cultural, or scenic values, fish and wildlife 
resources or other natural systems or processes, or to protect life and safety from natural hazards 


Band - A group of wild horses running together or a lone wild horse 


Beneficial Use - Any of the varnous uses which may be made of the water of an area including, but not 
lumsted to, agncultural water supply, domestic water supply, industnal water supply, cold water biota, warm 
water biota, salmonid spawning, primary contact recreation, secondary contact recreation, wildlife habstats 
and aesthetics 


Best Management Practice (BMP) - A practice or combination of practices determined by the State to be 
the most effective and practicable means of preventing or reducing nonpoimt source pollution 


Custodial Management - A group of allotments that share similar characternstics where the objective 1s to 


manage public lands with minimal expenditure of appropnated funds and continue protecting existing 
resource values 
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Desired Plant Communsty (DPC) - The plant community which provides the vegetanon attnbutes required 
for mectung of exceeding RMP vegetanon objectives The desired plant communsty must be within an 
coohogica! site's Capability to produce these attmbutes through natural sucoessson, management acbons. or 
both 


Ecological Sae Condmon (ESC) - See coological status 


Ecological Site Inventory (ESI) - The basic inventory of present and potential vegetation on BLM range- 
lands Ecological sites are differentiated on the basis of significant differences in kind, proportion or amount 
of plant species present in the plant community Ecological site inventory utilizes souls, the existing plant 
community and ecological site data to determine the appropnate ecological site for a specific area of range- 
land and to assign the appropriate ecological status 


Ecological Status - The present state of vegetation of a range site in relation to the potential natural commu- 
nity for that site It 1s an expression of the relative degree to which the kinds, proportions and amounts of 
plants in a plant communsty resembie that of the potential natural plant community for the site Four classes 
are used to express the degree to which the production or composition of the present plant community 
reflects that of the potential natural communsty (climax) Departures from climax can enhance or depreciate 
the value of the resultant plant community for vanous uses. 


Percentage of Present (Seral Stage) Plamt Coramunity 








that 1s Clomax for the Site 
Potential Natural Community 76-1 
Late Seral Si - 75 
Mid Seral 26- 30 
Early Seral 0. 25 


Excess Wild Horses - Wild free-roaming horses which have been removed from public lands or which must 
be removed in order to preserve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance and multipie-use relation- 
shep im an area 


Extensive Recreation Management Area (ERMA) - Areas where recreation 1s unstructured and dispersed 
with minimal regulatory constraints and where minimal recreation related investments are required The 
ERMA includes all public land exclusive of SRMAs 

Fenced Federal Range (FER) - A small amount of public land fenced with a large amount of private land 


Habitat Management Plan An activity plan for a geographical area of public land which identifies wildlife 
habitat management actions to be implemented in achieving specific objectives related to the RMP 


Herd Area - The geographic area identified as having provided habstat for a wild horse herd in 197! 


Herd Management Area (HMA) - The geographic area identified in a management framework 
of resource management plan for the long-term management of a wild horse herd. 
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Herd Management Arca Plan (HMAP) - An acton plan that prescribes measures for the protecton, manage- 
ment, and control of wild horses and thew habstat on one of more herd management areas, on conformancc 


with dectons made in approved management framework of resource management! plans 


Herd - One or more wild horse bands using the same general arca 





Improve Management - A group of allotments that share semilar characteristics where the objective ts to 


manage public lands with adequate cupenditure of funding and manpower to improve current unsatisfactory 
resource conditions 


Interem Management Policy (IMP) - Policy for managing public lands under wilderness review Section 603 
(c) of FLPMA states: During the pernod of review of such arcas and until Congress has determined other- 
wrse, the Secretary shall contemuc to manage such lands according to hrs authonty under thes Act and other 
app! cable law mm a manner so as not to mmpan the sustability of such areas for preservation as wilderness. 
subycct, however, to the contsnuation of cx1steng meneng and grazing uses and muncral leasing m the manner 
and degree im which the samme was being conducted on the date of approval of this Act Provided, that, m 
managing the public lands the Secretary shall by regulation or otherwise take any action required to prevent 
unnecessary or undue degradation of the lands and them resources or to afford environmental protection: 


Lek - A ste where birds. specifically grouse, regularly congregate for display and courtship purposes 


Maintam Management - A group of allotments that share sumular characteristics where the objective 1s to 


manage public lands with menemal expenditure of appropnated funds and mamntaim current satisfactory 
resource conditions 


Monstoring - The penodic and systematic collection of resource data to measure progress towards achieving 
objectives 


Multiple L se - The management of the public lands and thew vanous resource values so that they are 
utilized mn the combination that will best meet the present and future needs of the Amencan people, making 
the most judicious use of the land for some or all of these resources or related services over areas large 
enough to provide sufficient latrtude for penodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and 
conditons., the use of some of the land for less than all of the resources, a combination of balanced and 
diverse resource uses that takes mmto account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and 
nonrenew able resources. including. but not lumited to, recreation, range, tember, minerals, watershed, wildlife 
and fish. and natural scenic. screntific and histoncal values. and harmomous and coordinated management of 
the vanou, resources without permanent impairment of the productivity of the land and the quality of the 
environment with consideration bemg grven to the relative values of the resources and not necessarnly to the 
combination of uses that will give the greatest economic return of the greatest unit output 


Net Resource Value Change - The difference im value of planned resource outputs on an area before and 
after a fire This figure includes all resource values including range, watershed, wildlife, sorts and recreation 
Thus figure 1s the average dollar \ alue per acre within cach fire management zone 


Off-Highway Motonzed Vehicle (OHMY ) - All motonzed vehicles which are capable of berg operated off 
of umproved and regularly masntarned roads hav ing hardened of grave! surfaces 
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Off-Highway Veiucle (OHV ) - See Off-Highway Motorued Vetucle 


Outstanding Natural Arca (ON A) - An arca with high sce.uc valucs that has been lettle altered by human 
wmpact Under current BLM policy. outstanding natural arcas must mect the relewance and mmportance 
crtena of ACEC s and are demgnated as ACECs 


Perenma! Stream - A stream » ere waicr 1s present during all scasoms of the year 


Pesticide - Any substance of mixture of substances intended for preventing, destroymng. repelling. or metogat- 
ing amy pest. and any substance of mixture of substances imiended for usc as a plant regulator. defolant. or 
dewocant 


Public Lamds - Any land or unterest on land owned by the United States and administered by the Secretary of 
the Internor through the Bureau of Land Management 


Recreation Day - Any part of a day spent particypateng im a given activity 


Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) - A contenuum used to characterize recreation opportunsmies im 
terms of setteng. activity and expenence opportunities 


Recreational River - Rivers or sections of rvers that are readily accessible by road or rasbroad, that may 


have some development along the shorelines and that may have undergone some mmpoundments or diver- 
some in the past 


Research Natural Area (RNA) - An area where natural processes are allowed to predommnate and which 1s 
preserved for the primary purposes of research and education Under current BLM policy, research natural 
areas must meet the relevance and wmportance critena of ACEC s and are designated as ACEC s 


Resource Management Pian (RMP) - A land use plan as described by FLPMA 


Scemc River - Rivers or sections of rivers that are free of smpoundments, with shorelines or watersheds 
largely prometrve and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads 


Section 202 Lands - Lands berg considered for wilderness under Section 202 of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 


Seral Stage - See bcological status 


Snake River Berds of Prey National Conservation Area (SRBOPNC A) - The 482.457 acre area established 
by Public Law 103-64 on August 4.1993 The purposes for establishing and managing the area are to 
provide for the comsery aticn, protection. and enhancement of raptor populations and habrtats and the natural 
and environmental resources and values There are $7,109 acres withen the Owyhee Resource Area See 


Map NCA-! 
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Special Recreaton Management Arca (SRMA)- Arcas where recreanan » ane of the ponciple management 
obyectives, where emtiemsive recreabon management 1 needed and wtach require more than manemal recre- 
ahon related unvestments Recresbon activites m these arcas are generally more concentrated, structured 
and regulated than m FRMAs 





States ide ( ormprchensrve Ouidaor Recreation Plan (SCORP) - Recoreaton management plan developed 
ponodscally (about 10 years) by the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation to help federal. state and 
hoacal agencies assess recreational use trends and the needs for future management and faciimes 


Sustamned Yiekd - The actuevernent and mamtenance im perpetuity of a high-tevel annual or regular penodic 
output of the \ anous renew able resources of the public lands comsstent with mubtuple use 


Thriving Natural f cological Balance - The condition of the public range that cxssts when resource obyectives 
related to wild harses mm approved land use and of actrvity plans have been achieved 


Trend - The derecthan of change m ecological status observed over time Trend 1s described as toward or 
away from the potential natural Community. of as not apparent 


lL whzanon - The proportion or degree of the current year 's forage production that 1s consumed or destroyed 
by anemals (inchudeng mmsects) Utilization may refer esther to a single plant species, a group of species or to 
the vegetation asa whole Utilization ms synonymous with use 


Vabue Added - The additional or incremental value which 1s added to goods of services duc to a change im its 


makeup orservice Vabue added includes employee compensation, propnetary moome. other property type 
moore. and mmdrect buseness taxes 


Wild Horses - Unbranded and unc larmed horses that use public lands as all or part of thew habitat. or that 
have been removed from these lands by the Authonzed Officer but have not lost ther status under Section 3 
of the Wild and Free-Roamuing Horse and Burro Act of 1971 (PL 92-195) 


Wild River - Rivers of sections of rrvers that are free of umpoundments and generally maccessible except by 
trasl, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters unpolluted 


Wilderness Study Area (WSA)- A roadless area that has been mnventone 4 and found to have wilderness 
characteristics as described m section 603 of FLPMA and section ic) of the Wilderness Act of 1964 
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